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To HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 


THE 


ZDUCHESS ox CUMBERLAND. 


MADAM, | 


SY 7 


£ | As 5 Digications have bern too fre- 
1 $ quently dill guſtin g to the Patron, and 
Fit graceful to the Author, it Is my 
Ambition, in dedicating theſe little 
Volumes to your Royal Highneſs, to 
I * only the Dictates of Gratitude 
the Language of Refpect. 

a 75 My 


DEDICATION. 


My own Heart would reproach me i 
ſhould I fail to declare my deep Senſe | f f 
of that gracious Condeſcenſion with f 
which you deigned to intereſt yourſelf | 

in the Situation of my Children, whoſe ; 
2 opulent Relations and future Proſpect 4 
| prevent them not from being at pre- 
ſent _ eee on their e 1 


While the Motive that induced » your 4 
| Royal Highneſs to allow me the Honour 1 

1 prefixing your name to this Work 
has evinced the Goodneſs of your , | 
Heart, I muſt confeſs that the Diſtinc- M 
tion iGo hits cnt _ 22 9 
ee add n of its 1 
Author. It is impoſſible for me to Z 
| Fpreſent 4 


— 


-o 


#99 ; 
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preſent to the Public a weren Novel, 1 
under Circumſtances ſo flattering, with- 
out fearing that any little Merit it may 


have muſt appear inadequate to the 


| Favour it has received. 


y * | 0 3 1 


1 have the Honor to be, 4 
MAD AM, 1 rg of 
Your Royal Highneſs's 8 


moſt obliged and devoted Servant, | 


CHARLOTTE STB. | 


Publiſhed by the . Author, 


42 Emmeline, the Orphan of 4 Calle. Third 
Edition. 4 Vol. 148. 


2. The Romance of Real Life. | 3 Vol. 108. 6d. 
3. Elegiac Sonnets. Fifth Edition, with additional 
Sonnets, and ornamented with Plates, 10s. 6d. 
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Ox: the borders. of the: ſmall but. beau 
tiful lake called Graſmere Water, in the 
county of Cumberland , is Graſmere: Abbey, 
an old ſeat belonging to the family of New- 
enden. The abbey, founded by Ranulph 
Earl of Cheſter, for forty Ciſterſian monks, 
was among thoſe diſſolved by Henry the 
Eighth; by whom it was given, wich its 
extenſive royalties, to the family of Bran. 
Vox. I. 
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don; from whence it deſcended by a female 
to Sir Edward N evenden, 1ts preſent poſ- 
ar. 

His father, : a man of W an 
had at his death left every part of his pro- 
perty deeply mortgaged: but Sir Edward, 
on ſucceeding to it, had married the heireſs 
of Mr. Maltravers (a gentleman who had 
acquired an immenſe fortune in the - Eaſt 
Indies); and he had retrieved the fortune 
of his houſe, and diſembarraſſed his * 
by this opulent alliance. 

Though much attached to Grafinere | 
Abbey, which he venerated as the abode of 
his anceſtors, and loved as the ſcene of his 
early pleaſures, Sir Edward had not ſeen it 
for above four years. Lady Newenden had 

never been farther from the metropolis than 
to ſome of thoſe places of public reſort 
where all its conveniences and amuſements 
are to be enjoyed; and her Ladyſhip had 
conceived a dread of a journey into Cum- 
betend. which Sir Edward, to whom her 
wiſh was a 9 had never _—_— 


— 
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lately neceflary, he beſought her, as a fa- 
vour, to accompany him thither; and as a 
favour, granted with the moſt perfect con- 
ſciouſneſs of its value, ſhe at in . 
40:confent; 011600790 eee 
It was however almoſt the ad & Joly 
belive her Ladyſhip gave this reluctant ac- 
quieſcence: and then, as'ſhe had perſuaded 
herſelf that ſhe was to be condemned for 
two months to a defart, ſhe had accepted 
the offer of Miſs Newenden, the ſiſter of 
Sir Edward, to accompany her; and ſhe had 
invited her gouſin Ethelinde Cheſterville, 
and Mr. Davenant, a young man not yet 
of age, who was diſtantly related to Sir 


Edward, and was 5 his ward, to be of 
her party, '* | 


This gentleman, who \ was ſtill at Orbord, ; 


arrived from thence at the houſe of Sir 
Edward, near Windſor, the evening pre- 


ceding the -day on which they were to ſet 


out from thence to London, on their way 


preſſed her to conquer: but in the ſummer 
of 1784, as his preſence there was abſo- 


- 
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to the North. About twelve the next 
morning, therefore, he handed Lady New- 


leave of her three beautiful children. But 


Sir Edward lingered behind: he kiſſed 


| repeatedly. each of the lovely little crea> 


tures, earneſtly recommended them to the 


| care of their attendants ; and when on the 
point of quitting them, again returned, re- 
newed his careſſes, and repeated his en- 

treaties that they might have every atten- 


tion ſhewn them during the abſence of 


their mother. Then reluctantly tearing 
himſelf from them, he proceeded with his 


wife and Mr. Davenant to the houſe of 


. Maltravers, her father, where they 
dined; and in the evening arrived at their 


| houſe in Hanover Square, where they were 
to meet Miſs Newenden and Echelinde 
1 ip 

They found Miſs wonder n 


there. As no great affection had ever ſub- 
ſiſted between her and Lady Newenden, | 
they met without any warm expreſſions 


of 


1 1 
= * a 
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of pleaſure. Their Characters and man- 
ners were indeed wholly diſſimilar. But 
though there was little friendſhip between 


them, there was leſs rivalry: the indolent 


apathy of Lady Newenden was not er 
turbed by the boiſterous vivacity of her 


ſiſter-in-law; who, occupied-atmoſt entirely 
by the ſtable or the-kennel, conſidered her 
Ladyſhip as a pretty, inſipid doll, whoſe 
mind was a mere blank, and whoſe per- 
ſon Was fitted only to exhibit to advan- 
tage the feminine fineries which ſhe herſelf 
defpiſed—her own dreſs being uſually ſuch 


as was diſtinguiſhed ow that of a man 


only by the petticoat. 
The firſt ſhort neee has no 


ſooner paſſed, than Miſs Newenden, ad- 


dreſſing herſelf to her brother and Mr. 
Davenant, lamented that ſhe had been 
prevented- ſending forward' her horſes the 
day before, as ſhe had intended. That 
deviliſh fellow, Jack Wildman's n 
ſaid ſhe, « put a confounded kicking 


horſe into che ſtable with Meteor, the 


AV”; . 


8 rn ELIN DE. * 


| day before yeſterday; and the dear d. | 
in kicking at him in his turn, has got a 
ſtrain in the back ſinews. I am eke 
about it; for I am ſure he muſt be fired. 
He'll be of no as to me all the ſummer, 


and/I queſtion if I ſhall get him ſound by 
next ſeaſon.” Sir Edward heard her with 


pe civility than intereſt; but Davenant, 
liſtening more attentively to her diſtreſs, 


they immediately began to conſult on the 
probable advantages of a cold charge; 


and it was agreed ee ſoon as a cele- 
pbrated farrier arrived, who was to be 
_ conſulted, they would go together to the 


ſtable to e wich him the anten of, 


. - * WA " 


25 * ans was ws | _ not 


broken off, by the entrance of Colonel 


Cheſterville and his daughter, neither of 
whom Mr. Davenant had ever ſeen before. 
Sir Edward introduced him to both. He 


bowed ſlightly to each; and then turning 
immediately to Miſs Newenden, he con- 
tinued with her a diſſertation on the na- 


ture 


— 
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ture and conſequences of. a rain in the 
back ſine ws. | 3 f 
Colonel Cheſterville, now. - near gien 
had been a remarkably handſome man. 
Military ſervice in various countries, and 
ſorrows ſuffered in his own, had had more 
ſhare than time in marking the ſtrong 
lines of his ſenſible and manly countenance 
with ſomething of peculiar dejection. His 
manners, though perfectly thoſe of a man 
of faſhion, had yet a too viſible coldneſs 
towards perſons for whom he felt no par- 
ticular eſteem; but when he converſed 
with thoſe for whom his heart owned an 
intereſt, eſpecially when he ſpoke to or of 
his daughter, all that fire and energy, 
which had been the leading feature of 
his character in the younger part of his 
life, ſeemed to return. His: affections 
were almoſt entirely centered in his chil- 


dren. His ſon, who had entered early into 


the army, and was now with his regi- 
ment at Gibraltar, had by ſome youthful 
indiſcretions taught the Colonel the anxie - 
B 4 > 


" / 
4 5 - 
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ties of a father: but Ethelinde was in 
his opinion the moſt perfect of human 
beings; yet thoſe who knew her beſt 
found but little partiality or exaggera- 
tion in the exalted $4 og he NE 
here | 

Fe girls of her age, for Echelinde was 

not yet eighteen, can be ſaid to have any 

decided character at all; but the circum- 
ſtances of her life had taught her to think 
and to feel. In her twelfth year ſne had 

| loſt her mother by a lingering decline: and 

| the deep melancholy into which her ſur- 

tl  viving-parent had fallen in conſequence 
of that event, the thoughtleſs conduct of 

ber brother, and the increaſing anxiety 
which her father felt either from that or 
ſome other cauſe, had obſcured her na- 

_ tural vivacity, without diminiſhing her 
perſonal charms; and had given her a 
taſte for ſolitude and reflection, without 
leſſening the nat ural ſweetneſs of her tem- 

per. Her father's ſorrows. had redoubled 

ber attachment towards him; her affection 
rf, ¼ , ĩ ( ĩ : 
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for her Brother wis ihereaſtd rider chan 5 
diminiſhed, ſince his imprudence had made 
him unhappy. To her he had diſcloſed 5 
his entangled circumſtances, even before x 


he dared make them known to his father: 
and it was by her interceſſion that the 


Colonel had ſo eaſily pardoned him a ſe- | 


cond time; and had parted from him, when 
he went to his regiment, without we d marks 


of diſpleaſure. 


Ethelinde however ſaw, withy oreat con- 


cern, that ſince that period her father had 
been more than uſually unhappy ; and that, 
though he was leſs at home than was his 
general cuſtom, he could with difficulty _ 
conceal, when they were together, . * _ 


anguiſh that preFed on his heart. 


Conſcious of his own dejection, and 


fearing for the health and | pirits of his 
daughter, which were evidently affected 


by it, he had, however unwilling to part 


with her, promoted her going to Graſmere 
Abbey with her couſin Lady N ewenden; 


and when ſhe objected to it, becauſe ſne 
1 ä 
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was . to leave him alone, he wa 
ber that he ſhould take the opportunity of 
ber abſence to pay a viſit of ſome months 
to his friend General Sandys, in the neigh- 
father were now to part, for a few months 
only; but even ſo ſhort a ſeparation, at 
the moment it was to take place, appeared 
Io terrible to Colonel Cheſterville, that he 
Joſt all his fortitude when it arrived. He 
had continued a very inſipid converſation 
©. with Lady Newenden till a late hour, be- 
- Cauſe he had not reſolution enough to bid 
adieu to his daughter; but finding that 
the longer he delayed it the more painful 
It became, he at length aroſe, and ap- 
proaching her, he kiſſed her, and bade her 
| haſtily farewel. He trembled while he 
| ſpoke; and Ethelinde, who felt and ſhared 
his emotion, found her eyes fill with tears, 
and her hand involuntarily claſped in his, 
as if to detain him; while he, turning to 
Lady Newenden, faid—* To you, Ma- 
dam, and to Sir Edward, I confide almoſt 


* 
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a only good 1 have on earth Lady 
| Newenden, curtſeying, faid ſomething in 
a low voice; but Sir Edward, advancing, 
cried with mingled politeneſs and tender- 
neſs . We accept the truſt, my dear 
Colonel, with the utmoſt pleaſure; and we 
conſider it as an high honor and WY 
that we are e worthy of a charyſe ſo 
precious.” | 

Ethelinde held out her hand to her 
father; he preſſed it to his heart; and 
then bowing to Miſs Newenden and Mr. 
Davenant (who gazed at him with an un- 


meaning ſtare), he hurried down es. and. 
left the houſe. | 


Ethelinde finding it impoſſible to ſlile 
her concern, or ſtop her tears, haſtily left 
the room. She was no ſooner gone than 
Lady Newenden, who had thrown her- 
ſelf on à ſopha, from which ſhe had 
ariſen on the Golonel's departure, cried, 
in her indolent way“ I wonder now 
what occaſion Colonel Cheſterville has 
to make ſuch a fuſs about parting from 
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P — 
we, * — 
4 _ 
0 e . vt? ad 2 2 


ay, as if ſhe was never to come back 
again; it is really almoſt alarming to un- 
dertake the care of a perſon who is made 
of ſo much conſequence.” _ 
e Surely, my love,“ ſaid Sir Edward, | 
| mildly, « jt is very natural to be attached 
to ſuch a daughter, who is not only ſo 
extremely amiable and intereſting, but is, 
as he told you, almoſt the only good he 
| has on earth.” 8 N 5 | 
„% Lord, brother '” exclaimed Miſs . 
Newenden, it is amazing to me that 
you can think her ſo handſome : I don't 
know whether it is quite civil to diſpute. 
the beauty of Lady Newenden's relation, 
but really now I have wondered an hun- 
= dred times what you can poſſibly find i in 
1 ; her; and I am ſurpriſed,” added ſhe, 
if turning to Lady Newenden, that your 
Ladyſhip allous Sir Edward to e | 
theſe violent partialiries,” [OE 1455 h 
It is quite indifferent to wa.” an- 
ſwered ſhe, with a ſort of languid haughti- 
neſs. For my own part, Ethy ſeems 
oy, 1 5 


— 
— ; 
N 5 - 2 


— 


— — _— 
— — be 
r 
Wee r 
" 
* 


— 


5 


TT 
® 
1 
4 
Þ 
9 : 
. 
. 8 
{I 1 
1 
7 
MH 
14 


THE RECLUSE OF TEE LAKE: 13 


to me to be juſt like other miſſes: I ſee 
nothing extraordinary in her, either one 
way or the other; though her father has 
always made ſuch a racket with her, that 
it is ſurpriſing ſhe is not more pert and 
vain than girls generally are. If ſhe had 
been entitled to a great fortune, he could 
not have laviſhed more expence upon her, 
nor could there have been more rout about . 
ber beauty and her wit.“ | 224 

« Has ſhe no as then ?” ſaid Dave | 
nant, who had been drumming on the 
arm of the ſopha, and whiſtling a few bars 
of an hunting ſong.— This queſtion, by 
his turning half round towards Miſs 
N ewenden, 6 ſeemed to be addrefled to 
her. 

_ Upon my fot 1 don't evil Te 
Newenden, what is Miſs Cheſterville's 
fortune > Here is Tom Davenant enquir- | 

a ing; perhaps he is ſmitten, „and means to 
make propoſals.“ | | 
„ Indeed, ſaid Lady N 4 I 
cannot inform him ; her mother was my 
n father 


— 
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father's ſiſter; and I have heard that the 
and Cheſterville ran away together, when he 
was an enſign, a great many years ago. She 
was dead before we came to England, and 
I never enquired much about them.“ 
e Colonel Cheſterville, ſaid Sir Ed- 
ward, who ſeemed very little pleaſed with 
the converſation, is a younger brother 
of a noble houſe. While yet very young, 
be married one of the ſiſters of my wife's 


— father, againſt the wiſhes of his own. fa- 


mily, and indeed of hers; for he had only 
an enfigncy in a marching regiment : all 


bis hopes of promotion depended on the 
_ - Intereſt of his father; and there was reaſon 


to fear that thoſe. proſpects would be 
blaſted by his marriage. His father, how- 
ever, though he never was thoroughly re- 
conciled, failed not to promote his intereſt 
in the army; and gave him at his death 
the ſame portion as he left to his other 
younger children : ſince which, ſome of 
his brothers are dead, and of their ſhares 
he „ eee ſo that, beſides bis regi- 
ment, 
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ment, he . b income; Were 
however his circumſtances ſuch as you, 
Nelly (turning to his ſiſter), ſeem fond of 
repreſenting them, he might {till claim the 
reſpe& and veneration of the world for the 
goodneſs of his heart, as well e as . his 
long military ſervices.” . 00. 
c Dear Sir Edward,” cried Miſs TIDY | 
enden, I don't want, I am ſure, to repre- 
ſent him as being in bad circumſtances 4 
only you know that he has had the cha- 
racter of playing monſtrous deep.“ Ti 
«© ] own | have heard that he ge | 
but 1 never ſaw any reaſon to believe, 
ſince 1 have known him, that he indulges be 
that propenſity to the prejudice of his for- 
tune; and I know him to be ſo paſſionately | 
fond of his children, particularly of Ethe- 

F linde, that I am perſuaded he gratifies 
bimſelf in nothing that 1s "ROY to be pre- 
judicial to them.“ a | 

Supper being now 1 Sir Ed- 
ward ſent a ſervant to ſummon Ethelinde, 
WhO p_ ipfanaly attended the table: her eyes 
Were 


a 


1 A e bb on 


were Fred: and ſwollen, and Gegend "oY 
Role from her boſom ; but ſhe ſtruggled 
to conquer the pain ſhe felt, and would 
have taken ſome ſhare in the converſation, 
had not Miſs Newenden and Mr. Dave- 
nant almoſt entirely engroſſed it, and talked 
on ſubjects quite unknown to her ſuch as 
racing and hunting. Sometimes Dave- 
nant looked for a moment at her, as if 
trying to diſcover the beauty in whoſe 
praiſe Sir Edward had ſpoken; but he 
otherwiſe noticed her very little. Miſs New- 
enden ſeemed not to know that ſuch a 
1 perſon was in the room; and Lady Newen- 
1 den, who never ſpoke much, did not ap- 
pear to conſider. herſelf obliged to make 
any unuſual exertions for the entertainment 
of her own relation; and feeling lefs and 
leſs contented with her northern journey as 
it more nearly approached, ſhe ſat in an 
= indolent yet ſomewhat ſullen way, till the 
dloch was removed, and then retired to her 
ovn apartment. | 75 
'T he eaſy and LaffeRionat arcontion Which” 
Ethelinde 
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Eihelinde ever couch in the tabviour: of * 
Sir Edward, made her more than amends ä 
for the indifference of the reſt. He had 
now however ſome buſineſs to ſettle with 
his ſteward, before he went into the North, 
which obliged him to leave the room im- 


mediately after ſupper. Ethelinde ſoon re- 


tired to her chamber; and Miſs Newenden 
and Mr. Davenant went together to the 
ſtable, where they remained in conference 
with the grooms till it was time to n 
for the night. 5 

The next morning thy bade cheir > 
journey; during the firſt two days of 
- which, nothing remarkable paſſed. Lady 
Newenden, in proportion as ſhe leſt Lon 


7 - 


don more diſtant, ſeemed to leave her 


good. humour alſo ; and ſhe failed not to 
expreſs her diſlike of the roads, the coun- 
try, and the inns, as if to remind her 
huſband at every ſtage of the greatneſs of 
the facrifice ſhe was making—while he 
endeavoured, by the moſt attentive and 
tender manners, to oblige and entertain 

1 og Fn her; 


* 
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* ber; and with the moſt patient endurance 
of her pettiſh arrogance, and childiſh ca- 
Price, tried to convince her that he was 
ſenſible of her condeſcenſion in undertak- 
ing the journey. But he too often found 
that all his endeavours ſerved only to in- 

_ , creaſe her diſcontent ; and that the more 
_ earneſtly he attempted to pleaſe her, the 
more difficult ſhe became to pleaſe. 
Her Ladyſhip, whoſe delicate frame 
and irritable nerves ſuffered extremely 
from the fatigue of travelling, uſually re- 
tired to her bed as foon as they arrived at 
the inn were they reſted for the. night: 
Miſs Newenden and Davenant then fat 
down to piquet; and Sir Edward and 

- Ethelinde were left to entertain each other 

with a book, or ſuch converſation as the 
occurrence: or remarks of the day eee 


= — * 
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CHAPTER 


A1 F E W of chefs. eee con- 
vinced Sir Edward that the winning man- 
ners and lovely perſon of Ethelinda were 
her leaſt perfections. The ſolidity of an r 
underſtanding, the gentleneſs of her t 
per, and the ſoftneſs of her heart, inte- 
reſted, while the vivacity of her conver- 
fation entertained him ; and as ſhe every 
day gained on his good opinion, he could 
not help reflecting with ſome concern on 
ber ſituation. He had heard, in general 
converſation, that Colonel Cheſterville had 
only a very ſmall fortune; and from ſome 
_ circumſtances which had occurred, he 
feared that his ſon's extravagance, if not 
his own propenſity to gaming, had con- 
ſiderably diminiſhed it: and Sir Edward 
could not without great pain repreſent to 
himſelf the probability there was that this 
1 N. 


young woman, ſo lovely in mind and 
- -perſon, might be left a neceſſitous depen- 
dant on the family of Maltrayers; while 
all his tenderneſs for Lady Newenden 
prevented him not from feeling that ſhe 
| | had not that temper which was likely to 
ſoſten or diminiſh the miferies of Een wo ; 
2 endancſdee. 

Mr. Maltravers, like moſt men who ac- 
Fan ſudden and opulent fortunes, 
was wrapped - up in the contemplation of 

bis on conſequence, and in the project 
be Qwas ever forming to aggrandize his fa- 
mily by procuring an higher title for Sir 
Edward Newenden. Mrs. Maltravers had 
been a celebrated beauty; but of an ob- 
ſcure family, and deſtitute of fortune: ſhe 
had therefore gone to the Eaſt Indies 
cearly in life, where thoſe perſonal advan- 
tages had induced Mr. Maltravers to 
marry her, though he was many years 
older than ſhe was. At the age of forty- 
two or three, ſhe ſtill retained much of 
her beauty; and, though a grandmother, 
Al | | Was 


* 


uE RECLVSE OF. THE: LAKE, 25 


Was extremely unwilling to believe t that ſune 


muſt relinquiſh all pretenſions to admira- 
; tion. This diſpoſition did not greatly tend 
© enlarge her heart towards the young : 
and beautiful: thoſe indeed who have ſo 
great a partiality to their own perfections, 
being rarely found ca pable of doing my 
tice to the perfection of others. 
The other relations of Ethelinde were 

an uncle, who inherited the ſmall pater- 
nal eſtate of his anceſtors in the Weſt of 
England; and whop, retaining the ruſtic ſim- 
pliciry of an Engliſh yeoman, had brought 

up a numerous family to rural economy, 
Her only. ſurviving aunt was the wite of a 
rich merchant at Briſtol. 


Of theſe relations, Mr. e 5 1 


ſince his return from the Eaſt Indies, had 
taken little and reluctant notice; Ethe- 
linde herſelf owing the preference which 
had been ſhewn her to her alliance with 
a noble family on the fide of her father. _ 
Colonel Cheſterville's elder brother, | 
now a peer, had married an extravagant 
woman | 


- 


—_—_ 


-_- 
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woman -of faſhion. Embarrafſed in his 
circumſtances, and ſupporting his rank 
with difficulty, he had little power, and 
leſs inclination, to intereſt himſelf for the 
family of hisfbrother; and his wife, having 
ſeveral B lers whoſe eſtabliſhment de- 
pended entirely on their perſonal attrac- 
tions, could not help ſeeing how much 
Ethelinde excelled them, and therefore 
| ſhe gave little encouragement to her to 
be often with them. Thus, in the midſt of 
numerous relations on both ſides, Ethe- 
linde, amiable as ſhe was, had few friends; 
and though ſhe complained not of the 
little affection ſhe found from them, Sir 
Edward ſaw that ſhe felt and lamented 
it. | 


The 15 ſenſibility ofwher heart, thus 
forbidden to extend itſelf towards her re- 
htions, centered more warmly in her fa- 
FER and brother. Next to them, ſhe had 
learned to love Sir Edward Newenden, 

from whom ſhe always received attention, 

tenderneſs, and reſpect. She conſidered 


F 
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him as an elder brother, and was always 


| happy in his company, and delighted with 
his praiſes ; while, in cultivating ſo fine an 


underſtanding, Sir Edward found a new. 
' ſource of pleaſure and gratification. Dur- 


ing the journey, they read together in 
Italian and Spaniſh; in the firſt of which 


Ethelinde was a tolerable preficient, and 


in the latter he had been her inſtructor. 
Lady Newenden, on whoſe education great 


ſums had been laviſhed, had learned every c 
thing, but could do nothing; nor | had 


ſhe the leaſt ambition to be any thing 


but a very pretty woman. As long, there-- 


fore, as Ethelinde diſputed not with her 
the palm of beauty, ſhe was content to 


leave her all the praiſe that ſhould 'be. 


due to knowledge; and her -Ladyſhi p be- 


held with great apparent indifference the 


preference which Sir Edward ſometin 


too evidently gave to the ſociety of Ne- 


En, : | 
Davenant had a mind which; PAY 
bling the 1 . * of the came- 


leon, 


* — 9 


n 
* \ . 
e e — 1 


* 
— * —— — 
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1 tellect which gives determinate character, 


f At Oxford, he drank, without e 


wine; 
violent exerciſe. In town, he ſauntered 


at night, though he always loſt his money 
Lan operation to which he had a T"_— 


le was the mere e of che Fr 
| his dreſs, his expences, his pleaſures, his 


E hk ict nher than * his own inclina- 


* " 
rr 
? . 
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Sir Edward had been taught to hope that 
be Wan be rendered a uſeful, if not a 
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leon, received its predomi nant 50 from 
the object which was moſt immediately 
near it. Deficient in that ſtrength of in- 


40 « Every wag by turns and acdc long.” 1 


and kept hunters, without loving 


about all the morning, without pleaſure 
or purſuit; and went to a gaming table 


great averſion. 


ſentiments, being regulated by the opinion 


from that Gries of temperz whichar : 
an early period had been remarked in him, 


brilliant 


. 
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brilliant member of ſociety. But his guar- 
dian ſoon found, that the ſame eaſineſs of 
diſpoſition which would, if he had fallen 
into good company only, have rendered 


him reſpectable, now laid him open to 


the influence of numberleſs debauched and 
diſſipated young men, who, without having | 
more ſenſe, had more vivacity than himſelf. 
Of theſe he became the copyiſt; and com- 
mitted folly with no other hope, and to 
no other end, than to obtain the unte 
of fools. „ „ 22 
His fortune however was dot yet bikes 1 
and Sir Edward, who had ſeen but little 
of him ſince the preceding year (becauſe 
he had paſſed the laſt vacation in another 
part of England), ſtill hoped that, by de- 
taching him from the ſociety which had 
miſled him, and opening to him new 
purſuits of domeſtic FA comfort and literary | 
amuſements, be might give new energy 
to his mind, and greater re&titude 'to 
his -morals. Davenant however had not 
been three days with Sir Edward, before 
Vor. I. T 
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he ſaw the fallacy. of this 1 and of 
that which had for a moment led him to 
ſuppoſe that his ward might become wor- 
thy of the honor of being the lover and 
the huſband of Ethelinde Cheſterville. 

Occupied entirely by Miſs Newenden, 
Davenant noticed her very little. Vet 


neither the perſon or manners of Miſs New- 


enden were calculated to attract eſteem or 
admiration: her perſon, without being tall, 
was hard and maſculine; her features, 
though not large, were ſharp and. harſh; 
and, from being. conſtantly. expoſed to the 
ar, her complexion had contracted an un- 
pleaſant redneſs, particularly about her noſe 
and forehead, and gave it a certain coarſe- 
neſs, which, without adding to the general 
ſpirit of her face, certainly increaſed the 
fire, ox rather the fierceneſs, of her quick 
grey eyes. She had loſt her mother when 
ſhe was not more than ten years old; and 
from that period had been left entirely to 
the care of a governeſs, who found it 
more io her own intereſt, to gratify than to 
ry, contradict 


* 
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contradict her. Her falher, biſelf a ham 
ſportſman, was pleaſed with the courage 
and agility ſhe ſhewed on horſeback; and 
had been | accuſtomed: to indulge her in 
following) the bounds, while yet a child, 
Animated by the praiſes that were then be- 
ſtowed upon berꝭ ſhe had imbibed a notion, 
that to -poſſeſs-& good horſe was the ſirſt 
point requiſite to human happineſs; and to 
be able to ride well, the firſt of human perfec- 
tions. Her father dying when the was about 
fixteen, ſhe became entitled to the whole of 
what was at his death to deſcend to younger 
children; as ſhe was an only daughter, and 
had no brother but Sir Edward. This ſum 
amounted to about ſixteen thouſand pounds; 
a fortune which would probably have pro- 

cured her a reſpectable eſtabliſhment : but 


Miſs Newenden, far from having any 5 


views of- that ſort, immediately on be- 
coming af age, farniſhed her ſtables- with 
valuable Hunrers, doubled her number of 
grooms, and took a ſmall hunting ſeat in 


PEO UII though ſhe ſometin 
"REA 6 Ws 
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prevailed on a maiden -aunt.to:relide with 
her, ſhe oftener - paſſed whole winters 
alone. Sir Edward, who would have loved 
her extremely if he had met with any affec- 
tion in return, often preffed her to take up 
her abode part of the year with him; but 
ſhe ſeldom accepted his invitations, unleſs 
for a few weeks at a time, either during 
an hard froſt, or ſome capital ſale at Tat- 
terſall's. As ſhe advanced in life (and ſhe 
was now near eight and- twenty) her paſſion 
for field ſports, for the ſtable, and the ken- 
nel, increaſed rather than diminiſhed. Ma- 
ny who knew that her fortune would be 
convenient to them, had, during the firſt 
years of her being miſtreſs of her actions, 
addreſſed her with offers of marriage: but 
ſhe had without heſitation diſmiſſed them 
all; and though ſhe ſtill ſuffered ſome of 
them to attend on her in her favourite 
amuſement, and ſh ewed frequent preference 
to thoſe who beſt underſtood the merits of 
an horſe, or who diſplayed the moſt judg- 
ment in the hunt, ſhe never thought of 


o | marrying, 
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mam itz, and ſoon ceaſed to be conſi- ; | 
dered as an object of purſuit. Nothing 
indeed but her fortune had ever made her 


appear ſo; and the gentlemen who had 


with that view addreſſed her, were eaſily re- 
pulſed; and deſiſted, without any great pain; 
from addreſſing a young woman who had 
little other merit, and no other language 
and manners, than thoſe of a ſtable boy. 
The vapid and vacant mind of Davenant, 
ever open to momentary impreſſions, was 
amuſed with her ſingularity, and he fancied 
himſelf inſtructed by her {kill in horſe fleſh. 


To keep up a converſation with Sir Ed- 
ward, demanded more knowledge than ne 


bad acquired, and more attention than he 
was willing to exert: from him therefore 
he generally tried to eſcape. Vet in de- 
ſpite of that imbecillity of mind, which ever 
required that he ſhould be told what he 
was to like or diflike, he was often ſtruck 
with the animated beauty of Ethelinde; and 
as ſhe converſed with Sir Edward by the 
table where he was at cards with Miſs 

a: "GO * Newenden, 


game while he gazed at her. But from 
theſe ſhort fits of abſence he was generally 

recalled by Miſs Newenden, with ** Come, 
Tom ] what the devil are you thinking Hf? 

If you cannot attend, I'll play no more.” K 
Startled by this reproof, Davenant again 
attended to his cards, and ſeemed to have 
forgotten the object that had thus momen- 
tarily drawn his attention from them, 

As they travelled very ſlowly, leſt = 
Newenden ſhould: be too much fatigued, 
it was not till the afternoon of the ſixth, 
day after quitting London that they arrived 
within a few miles of Graſmere Abbey. As 
ſoon as che tall blue heads of the tells were 

very diſtinctiy ſeen, Sir. Edward, who. Was, 
then in the coach with, Lady Newenden, 
his ſiſter, and Ethelinde, expreſſed forcibly 
the pleaſure he felt in ſeeing them. They 
are, ſaid he, delighted at the view, c as 
the ſight of old friends ; and bring back to 
my mind the pleaſant days I uſed to paſs 


when, at the balideya, I went down to 
"ny Graſmere 


8 CO Po 


* 
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Graſmere Abbey wich ray father. "On that 
towering hill to the left, which at this 


diſtance ſeems an immenſe pile of purple 
rock, the firſt grouſe fell by my gun. 1 
was not more than ten years old; and 
the delight with which I ſaw Humphrey, 
my old ſervant, put it in the net—the 
triumph with which I ſhewed it, on my 
| return to my father—I ſhall never for- 
get. Look, my love,” continued he, © at 


the wild grandeur of that varied and bold 


outline; obſerve the effect of the ſon's rays 
, on the ſummits of the craggs, while the 


large and ſwelling clouds that pafs over 


ſeem almoſt to touch them, and give them 


numberleſs ſhades in their Progren: a 
e ſee but little beauty in chofe dreary 


looking mountains,“ anſwered Lady New- 
enden, with a cold and diſdainful ſmile. 
* Perhaps you had better apply to Ethe- 
linde. Fou may teach ber, as the is a 


| young lady of lime rafte, you kuog to 


admire what I, who am a creature without 


any, really want faculties to enjoy.” 


L „ There 


* 
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There was ſomething in ah ſpeech 
more diſobliging than uſual; but Sir Ed- 
ward, turning to Ethelinde, ſaid, with 
aſſumed gaiety, Well then, my fair 
eouſin, I muſt have you for my pupil; and 
you. moſt learn tq admire my country,.for 
admired it muſt poſitively be. And you, 
Ellen, addreſſing himſelf to his - ſiſter, 
te have you acquired, by abſence and re- 
ſine ment, a diſlike to the ſcenes where 
you paſſed your early life? and do you 

prefer the flat unintereſting country round 
London?“ . 7 
Mo,” anſwered ſhe, 160 not ar 
ho. country, round London : but I like 
many: countries better than 1 do this, to be 
ſure. Great part of Dor ſerſhire, for ex- 
ample, and Hampſhire ; where one may 
_ gallop. upon turf for ten or twelve miles 
an end, without check or leap. This is 
well enough for the eye; but I own, for 
myſelf, T. cannot cg: it Year deſirable 
i, 5 
Sir Edward, filing | at an objeQion fo 

ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly in character, then dropped the 
conv verſation, and ſoon after got on horſe- 
back? Miſs: Newenden, however, who 
ſometimes- rode with him, now; remained 
in the coach; where, as they advanced 
among the fells, a deeper gloom fell on 
the countenance of Lady Newenden: 

Miſs Newenden took out of the coach 
pocket the Sporting Calendar, where ſhe 
was endeavouring to trace the pedigree 
of an horſe, about which ſhe held an 
argument with Davenant the evening be- 
fore: and, as neither of them ſpoke to 
Ethelinde, ſhe contemplated without in- 
terruption the noyelty and einde of 
the ſcenery around her. 7 
She had been much accuſtomed to tra- 
yel with her father; who, having himſelf 
an elegant and enlightened, underſtanding, 
had improved that turn for obſervation 
which genius had given to the mind of 
his daughter; 'L and ſhe had learned to ſee 
the face of nature with the taſte of a pain- L 
er, and the enthuſiaſm of a poet: while | 
"WE; 0 to | 


to Lady Newenden all was a blank, which 
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offered nothing to gratify eirher her per- 
ſonal vanity, or the 8 Joy al- 
| ſumed from her ſplendid fortune. 

Their road became now more 865 by 
the neceſſity of winding among the hills ; 
and every mile preſented ſome new beauty, 
affording to Ethełinde the pureſt and moſt 
exquiſite delight. At length they came 
within view of Graſmere Water, and paff. 
ing between two enormous fells one of 
| which deſcended, clothed with wood, al- 
moſt perpendicularly to the lake; while 
the other hung over it, in bold maffes of 
ſtaring rock — they turned round a tharp- 
point formed by the root of the latter ; and 
entering a lawn, the abbey, emboſomed 
among the hills, and half concealed by 
old etms which ſeemed *coeval with the 
building, appeared with its gothic win- 
dows, and long pointed roof of a pale 
grey ſtone, bearing every where the 
marks of great antiquity. The great 
ing butrraſſes were covered with 
3 old 
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eld fruit trees," Which" from their kilotted i” 
trunks ſeemed to have been planted by 
the firſt inhabitants of the münflöh. In 
ſome of the windows the heavy otic Work 
ſtill rematmed, and chey were totally 
darkened at the top 'by Kained glaſs: in 
others; ſaſhes had been ſubſtirtted; and 
the windows had been contracted by brick 
work, to make them appear fquare!within: 
but, even in theſe, the ſtained" glaſs had 
been replaced, which generally repreſented - 
the arms of Newenden ſorcharged with 
£ thoſe of Brandon. | «221% 
When the coach ſoppedy Sir f Sir Rddard 
appeared at the door of it; ard raking the 
hand of Lady Newendlen, he led her into 
an hall, faluted her tenderly, len wen | 
welcome to Graſinere Abbey. 
' Inſtead, however, of Ach is 7 
ur him by expreſſing” any pleaſure at that 
_ which evidently gave him for möcht, "the 
turned abruptly away, and exclamed 
te Don't keep me, Sir. Edward, in this 
great cold: place; it ſtrikes as damp as a _ 
5 hs, "£142 | C6 : family | 


1 
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family. vault. 1 hope you have ordered 
fires. 1 aſſure you that my departure will 
be a much. fitter e ef e e 
than my arrival.“ 

Sir Edward, a 4 Fes 1 led FO 
Wal ſpeaking into a long and old-fa- 
ſhianed, but well-furniſhed parlour, where 
he lefe her, and returned towards 'Ethe- i 
linde and his ſiſter. He met Ethelmde i 
in the hall; but Miſs Newenden was 
gone with Davenant to the ſtables, to 
chuſe which ſhe would have for her own 
1 
1 46 ſettee of rich cut 8 with. mafly 
gilt feet; was in the room; which ſeemed 
to bave in; its time ſupported many of 
the venerable figures, and fair but faded 
forms, which were repreſented i in the great 
portraits that covered the wainſcot. On 
this ſettee or ſopha Lady N ewenden ſat 
don; and, wrapping her cloak round her, 

complained of the exceſſive coldneſs of 
the houſe. By) this time an old houſe- 
keeper, who | had lived many years in the 
| : aq » 
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family, appeared, and in the broad diale& 
of the northern country, enquired- ce Was N 


my lady wad e to _ aufter her 
journey 577 bog T& CEE 2 10 r 


% Have 1 ne bent N pb 


with evident marks of diſguſt; . why I 
would have a little warmth, good woman, 
if it is poſſible in theſe rooms. Do make 
a fire inſtantly; and, if e reren 
come, ſend Powell to me.) 
„ Your ſervants,” ſaid Sir Edward, “ are 
yet at ſome diſtance; one of the poſt horſes 
of the chaiſe loſt a ſhoe about two miles 
from hence, whieh has detained them. 
Dickenſon however will execute any We, | 
you may have to give her“ 

tt She can do nothing for ne, follenly 


replied his wife. I ſhould, be glad in- 


deed; to have my own bed made up; but 
J muſt wait, I ſee, till Powell comes. 
Mrs. Dickenfon, who had long feved 

the mother of Sir Edward, one of the beft 

red nl mildeſt of women, began to 
£ | find 


*. 


* 
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nd herſelf extre TY burt at te haves : 
bels of her new lady; and ſpreading out 
her elean white cloth apron, ſhe with a 
ſort of half curtſey approached neater; ſay- 
ing Indeed, my Lady, I ſhud ha ben 
glad to ha known as your Ladyſhep | 


weſhed for to have fires, and then ſure 
they ſhud ha ben leeted all aboot the 


Ke bot my leet lady the niver hud 
fires tull aboot the eend of Siptimber ur 
vegennen of Ooctoober; an I' cud na 
es your ee th n teek of um, for 1 
tec T en mne not of "ey * lady, Mrs. | 
Nicholſon,” {aid 'Lady Newenden, wil- 
fully miſtaking the name; but fince I am 


| condemned to remain in this comfortleſs 


and dreary place, do prichee beſtir chy- 


ik, to 1 70 W if er een . N 


N an ague,”” | 


e Go, Dickenſon,” ſaid Sir a, 


* and fend in the houſemaid to make 4 
mie heres while you mm Fee that 


FO others 


— 
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others are made jrantediately in Lady 

| Newenden's dreſſing and bed rooms.. 
The eee ee nee 
Sir Edward, more vexed with his wife 


nde debired to. -appear,? walked about 
ö the room in ſilence: and Ethelinde, de- 
preſſed by the ill humour of her couſin, 
i and concerned at che effect it had on Sir 
] Edward, ſeated herſelf inthe window : and 
ie the. eee eee. 
a lected how very far fie now wes from her 
a father; aud in that recalieRion: ſele dew 


ſierted and fen lor —.U3 
. WH By: thivieime MifebNomendeatjoined 
mem; and being better \ſatisfied witvithe- 
table chan her fifter was with the | houle;,. 
; ſhe came gaily into the room with:Dave- 
nant, who enquired! of Lady Newemlen 
how! ſhe found herſelf ?? 4th 0 
„ More than half dead, T affure you; 
Davenant;/” ſaid fh, With her uſual lan“ 
a guor ; und all. chat umazes me is, how / 
t aiy eteatire can takb fuch/ n as 
Kis for pleaſure,” ; 


„Im 


- 
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e am very fort „Lady Newendey? 
ſaid Sir ende ble any longer to con- 
| canis | 965,090 ce andes 36T > 


rat: Numb ie 


Sir Edward, 05 am 1 an- 


Cars 


Newenden, with dene. ber Lam o fre . 
= Not a. de sam ? doh Lim 
ſmaken to death, diſlocated in all my joints, 
and after having been martyred the whole 
way with joking. in expreme heat, I come 
ine his, cold; damp; Heſolate;; place, 
which: de; ine for the nuns a d 
ente e 4 n aid i 
e i u od, 
Ata. inhabiunts fines; gain Madam,” 
ſaid her bſter-in-law' with increaſed? tart= 
neß, were perſons, of whom I may - 
venture. to ſay, that few of our reſent 
Fru are ſo well, certainly none better 
t: n were of a n __ _— 
en 


* 
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at leaf mere modern opulence may be "nnd 7 


to boaſt i its alliance.“ "44553 417. © 


« Dear Miſs Mice: anfoered : 


her Ladyſhip contemptuouſly,- © 


diſputes it; I only wiſh that we laſt io | 
preſent poſſeſſors of the place had been 
contented to remain as quiet here as the 
owners did who lived at it two or three 


* 


hundred years ago; then I ſuppoſe they 


would. not have ſpent ſo much money aa 


dern opulence to prevent theſe dreary roomm 
from being made into barns or nn, 2 


er tumbling quite down. 


c My dear couſin!” and 4 ; 


linde, unable * en I 


at this ſpeech, - ad 


Sir: Edward, finding his all bis ten- 


derneſs for Lady Newenden could not 


check the anger which this proud and 
contemptuous ou provoked, now hallily 5 0 


left the room. Davenant, always an 
. ſpectator of ſcenes where no 


da rn rin, ON. 


Kind of diffipation- bore a part, trolled 
into the garden; but Miſs Newenden, 
_ whoſe family pride (the only pride ſhe had) 
was now rouſed, returned to the charge. 
 ©£© Moſt women, let me affure your 
Ladyſhip, whatever may be their fortune, 
would think chemſelves too happy to ſhare 
zt with fuch a man as my brothers T“ 
<< Not 00 happy ſurely,” with a ma- 
Johann ſmile, anſwered Lady Newenden, 
c of part of their lives was to wear away 
in baniſtunent in the —— of _ 
mere. 
Ce But ler s + infurm you, Lady 2 — 


A Nor a Fa Mattondar not 
. me to- night; for I am rally fa · 
tipued to death, and cannot keep myſelf 
awake to hear any more about your an- 
ceſtors. Doubtleſs they were all knights 
und eſquires of high: degree; only 1 
wiſh” their old faſnidned nunnery had 
fallen into the lake, before I had been 
S114 | dragged 


— 
— 


. K 7 


THE RECLUSE or THE LAKE 4% 


dragged a coaſnd miles to earch ay death 
in it” aida 1400 4 . N er,“ 

At this moment ber woman Mrs. 
Powell, and her Indian ſervant, entered 
the root. oh Neigel e Ne ee 

«Ah! Povel talc? he; oc 4 
is comfortable to ſoe you. Get my drops 
and my chocolate. 1 hall go inftantly 


to bed. Why, what a while you have 


been coming! [29 | cn QT a 


e G56 kleben my Mae Lady, ky 


drawled out her attendant, 1 thof that 
to have got here at all was a thing 


impoſſible. Gracious me! I thof of all 
things we ſhould have been killed by one 
of them there great large i//s; and then 
ſquiſn ſquaſh through ſuch a deal of wa- 


ter! I am ſure your Ladyſhip mult . be 


quite tired out of your life.” 
« Tired indeed! I hope . thing i is 
ready for me?“ 
e Oh yes! I got every log ready, as 
ſoon as I came in, for your Ladyſhip.” 
= . me then,” cried ſhe, with re- 
AH TO. doubled 


. | „r An- xD 2 Fog PA | 


doubled languor, help n me to my bed 
Good night, Ethy, Your humble ſervant, 
| Miſs Newenden. I congratulate you both 


» þ © ” 4 


on being ſo very robuſt, that even the 
1 fatigue of ſuch a journey does not diſable 
Ju from tak ing 2 pleaſant, rural, walk,,or 
an evening ride perhaps, over thoſe ſweet 
hills, to ke proſpects. You cannot fail of 
entertainment ; ſo I ſhall ,makpno apology 
forleaving you. Haines 5155: 


, She hg e on her two attendants, ; 
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65 Igel EE 
ö 18 8 8 Who, ih . 
aſperity of temper, had mueb of the ptide 
of anceſtry about her, now expreſſed to 
Ethelinde, in very bitter terms, the diſplea- 
ſure ſhe had conceived againft her ſiſter- in- 
law for her ill breeding and haughtineſs. 
Ethelinde attempted to ſoften her, by 
reminding her that ſomething ſhould be 
allowed to health generally very delicate, 
and to preſent fatigue. My couſin,” 
ſaid ſhe, „ has never been contradicted i * 
what ſhe deſired to do, or deſired to do any 
thing to which ſhe expreſſed the leaſt diſ- 
like. Even Sir Edward, till this journey 
became neceſſary, has never requeſted any 
thing of her but what he new to be t 
own inclination.” Tay 125 A: 
Hang ſuch whicafcal nonſenſe ! . ex- 
claimed Miſs Newenden ; ec it puts me; paſt 


* r .* * R 1. 0 R 


all patience. My breber 3 is a fool to give 
way to it as he does; for the more he hu- 
mours ber ridiculous affectation, the more 
| inſupportably tireſome ſhe becomes. Oh! 
if I was a man, and plagued with a whining, 
econeeited, capricious wife, I would ran away 


to· the end of the world to avoid her-?“ 
016 You mean ride hayy' dad Ethelinde, 


. "ry I poikd indeed} beer 
| Mig Newenden, taking good-humouredly 
this little ſtroke at her own. hobby horſe. 
*I wiſh Ned had any ſpirit; T am ſure I 
could put him in a way to cure her 'Lady- 
ſhip of 'theſe inſolent airs.” Phen ſeeing 
Davenant looking at her': brother's brood | 
mares, whieh were grazing i in the park, ſhe 
ran away to join him; and Ethelinde wan- 
dered out towards the plantation which 
fringed/the- feet of the hills that furrounded 
it. She was no fooner alone, thaw loſing 
the impreſſion of the unpleaſing converſa- 
tion ſhe had heard, ſhe gave way to the ſo- 
8 but melancholy ſpecies of pleaſure 
1 
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inſpired by che ſcene around her. It was 
now-evening: the laſt rays. of the ſdn gave 
2. dull purple hue to the points of the fells 
which reſe above the water and the park; 
while the reſt, all in deep ſhadow, looked 
gloomily ſublime. Juſt above the talleſt, El 
which was rendered yet more dark by the 
wood. that covered its ſide, the evening ſtar 
aroſe; and was reflected on the boſom of 
the lake, now perfectly ſtill and unruffled. 
Not a breeze ſighed among the hills; and 
nothing was heard but the low murmur of 
two or three diſtant waterfalls, and at in- 
tervals the ſhort ſoft notes of the woodlark, 
the only bird that ſings at this ſeaſon in an 
evening (it was the middle of Auguſt). - 
Ethelinde having traverſed a e 
part of the plantation, principally among 
tall firs, planted by the grandfather of Sir 
Edward, now ſtopped to obſerve the river, | 
which flows from the lake in a deep and | 
ſmooth current, and keeping its way un- 
der the foot of an enormous maſs of rock, 
"Os croſſes the * and takes its 
| cCourſe 


* — 
* "EY ; . af 
. : | | | ' . _ Re en or eatadatine aaron F —————— 
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courſe near the abbey, herd it once filled 
what is now a foſſe of turf, but was for- 


merly a moat; from which being diverted, 


| it wanders away through green incloſures, | 


dil, other hills conceal its further progreſs. 
"A rude ſtone. bridge croſſes the ſtream ; 


and Ethelinde, leaning over the wall, 


looked penſively at the water, and liſtened 
to therippling current, which was in uniſon 


with other ſoothing and agreeable ſounds ; 
while by this time innumerable ſtars \ were 


reflected! on the lake. 75 


* eee ln pert il foſeo N 
Nel mare emulo al cielo 46 3633-5 
Piu lueide, piu belle 5 1 f 
in 1 . 
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| While ſhe e Fob Sir Edward, 


# 


2" to diſſipate his vexation had rambled 
| round his plantations, overtook her. 
pd [Whither wanders my lovely. couſin 1. 
” faid he, in the pleaſant accents of affection, 
20d taking her a arm N ** * and why 
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ſtays ſhe out thus late?“ 1 have not the 
leaſtinclination to return to the houſe,” re- 
plied Ethelinde : te the evening is uncom- 

monly mild; and I have been admiring the 


beauty of the lake, and of thoſe wild rocks 


which form its baſon. How calm, how 9 


beautiful is its ſurface, ſpangled with ſtars, 

and deeply contraſted by thoſe dark tufts of 
_ evergreens which crowd over it!” 

cc Thoſe trees,” ſaid fir Edward, ce were f 
planted by my father when I was a boy. 
You like the ſcenery then, Ethelinde ? and 
ſee nothing ſo terrible in paſſing a few 
weeks at Graſmere Abbey?” —He ſighed, 
| and, as if waiting for Ethelinde's reply, was 


lent a moment : then making an effort to - - 
conquer the pain which the recollection 


of Lady Newenden's different taſte im- 
preſſed, he added Where Gn "mm leave | 
Lady Newenden ?” 
Her Ladyſhip retired to her oa): 
room with her ſervants before I came out to 
walk; and Miſs Newenden went with Mr. 

Davenant to look at ſome of your horſes.” 
Tor. I. VV « It 


E * H E IL IN D E, ON 


It is well,“ ſaid Sir Edward, ſtill try- 
ing to ſhake off his concern, © that N elly 
has found in. Davenant a companion ho 
can participate her pleaſures; and it is not i 
leſs lucky for me, that .Davenant's happy 
facility of temper, ever falling into the 
whim of thoſe he is with, ſerves to keep f 
her at leaſt in good humour.” —Unable to 5 
help adverting thus to the lobes of his 
wife, he yet tried to drive it from him by 
other topics. How do you Ike Lore: 
_  Hant-?” continued he. 
: Ethelinde, who had thought very little 
of him, -and without any degree of good 
opinion, anſwered, with ſome heſitation, | 
, Very well.“ 
He has,“ faid Sir Eduard, = great 
good nature, and is not. without underſtand- 


3», 


85 Not abſolutely without.“ 
Sir Edward, ſmiling at the archneſs with 
which ſhe delivered theſe words, ſaid, * But 

Jou think that; he has not much?“ 
* . Sir Edward, * muſt "6 4 
e 


=" 
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far _ judge than Iam;andas I always 
wiſh. to diſcover the good qualities of thoſe. 
I am with, I wiſh you to point out thoſe of 
Mr. Davenaat.” 

« You are ſatirical, Ethelinde,” 

« hope not; but J own 1 have obſeryed 


bn features in his character that by no 


means impreſs me with a favourable idea of . 
his heart or his ans: el 


«© You. ſurpriſe me! un have you 


obſerved ** 


« Firſt, chat thovgh he ho not « bir | 
in the world to do with his time, and is ever 
in an evident dearth of ideas, he never takes 
up a book, or enters with any kind of in- 
tereſt into the moſt zanmesiter counerfi- 
tion.“ EY 45 
. l But wa have © you 1 to fi 
of his heart? ? 

_« I have only to ſay of i it, char i it ſeems 
to me defieient in feeling, in generoſity, in 
tenderneſs. He acknowledges that he has 


a widowed aunt, his mother's ſiſter, old, 
nagen, mee deprived by death of her 


„„ children, 


In "ETHELINDE, on 


| children, whom he has never noticed ſince hs TH 
"became old enough to aſſiſt her. And did 1 
not obſerve that, when at the inn at Bo- 
roughbridge your acquaintance in that town 
introduced to your pity a poor woman with 
five infant children, whom an horrid acci- 
dent had robbed of their laborious father, 
DPavenant, far from attending to her diſtreſs, 
went to the window, and looked out of it 
till ſhe was about to withdraw, as if to avoid 
the neceſſity of taking out his purſe? 
And when you reminded him of it, and 
d eſired him to give the little boy a guinea, 
he gave it indeed, but not like one who 
loves to give. Ah, Sir Edward! If a man 
ſo young—a man abounding in money, 
which all his ſuperfluous expences hardly 
diminiſhes, is thus deaf to the voice of mi- 
ſery, and wants to be reminded of the aſf- 
ſiſtance he owes his fellow. creatures, what 
hall he be, when time, which blunts even 
the keeneſt ſenſibilities, ſhall have rendered 


aim Fer. more inſenſible and I infecting of | 
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qrety thing but the gratification of his on 
narrow and ſelfiſh r 
. Indeed,” ſaid Sir Edward, 6 '1 did not 
know what a ſevere obſerver you are, 
Ethy, or 1 ſhould have taken- care of- 1 
ſelf. l. 4 4 | 
„ Ah, ee Edward 1- the leſs your 
actions are guarded, the more you muſt be 
beloved: they: atiſe from the nobleſt im- 
pulſes of the ſoul. Believe me, an heart 
like yours cannot. be too much e and ; 
ſeen as ĩt ne opp norte =s F 
S This artleſs but warm pralle gave? to OY 7 
Edward a-ſenſation of delight more exqui- ; 

W fite than he had ever before felt. His voice 
trembled as he attempted laughingly to 
anſwer what he termed an extravagant com- 
pliment: then, as they walked towards the 
houſe together, he became quite ſilent. 
On entering the eating parlour, they found 

Miſs Newenden and Davenant waiting ſup- 
per: during which repaſt Sir Edward con- 
tinued penſive, anſwering he knew not what 
to the Welti . Newenden alked him 


54 rin on 


about the horſes he had ſeen; and, as 0 on 
as the cloth was removed, they all ſpe 
rated. - 
Ethelinde, Ak a befor men he 
any uneaſy paſſion, ſoon taſted the calm 
Number of the innocent. But Sir Edward 
carried to his pillow thoughts and reflections 
that ſuffered him not to fleep. He had for 
many days learned, that, ſhould: he loſe. 
the converſation of Ethelinde, he ſhould 
be deprived of that which in the abſence 
of his children was the greateſt pleaſure of 
his life. But he had to- day caught himſelf 
making involuntary compariſons between 
her and his wife; and felt all the ill- humour 
and pride of the latter aggravated, while 
the ſweetneſs, the ſpirit, the ſenſe of Ethe- 
linde proportionably roſe in his mind. 
Then blaming himſelf for indulging an idea 
to the diſadvantage of his wife of the mo- 
ther of his children, he fancied that he muſt 
himſelf have been in the wrong, and had 
not ſufficiently allowed for the fatigue of 
body and mind Lady Newenden had ſuf- 
l 8 | fered, 
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fired, nor for the little capricious humours 


to which the beſt women are ſubject; and 
he determined to think of it no more. 


With equal ſincerity dig. he reſolve to 


think leſs of Ethelinde; but, as that was 
very difficult to accompliſh, he perſuaded | 
himſelf that he thought of her only as a 
fond brother thinks of an amiable. and be- 
loved ſiſter. 
Every day, however, of the firſt three 
or four they paſſed at Graſmere Abbey, 


brought with it ſome new inſtance of Lady 


Newenden's uneaſy and. perverſe ſpirit 
and driven from her by haughty reſerve, ' 


or petulant. retort, he was compelled to re- 


ſort for conſolation to the mild and reaſons 
able converfation of Ethelinde. An hour's 


reading with her, a walk with her, or ſome 


little poem repeated by memory as they 
rambled together on the banks of the lake, 


reſtored to his wounded ſpirit its wonted 


compoſure; yet inſtilled into his heart aſlow 


and ſecret Poiſon, which he- detected not 


D4- ©” +. 
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till it was no * in his 118 7000 to ex- 
| pel i N | | 


Ethelinde, perfectly vaciatkivng of the 


_ effeRof that tender and innocent familiarity - 


in which ſhe lived with him, thought only 


| how: to ſoothe and amuſe him in the many 


hours which they paſſed almoſt entirely 
alone. Lady Newenden, becauſe ſhe knew 


that it mortified Sir Edward, frequeatly 
dined in her own apartment, under pre- 


tence that the lower part of the houſe gave 
her cold; while he was continually haraſſed 


by the complaints and murmurs of her 


London ſervants, who regretted the lux- 
uries they had left behind them, and hoped 
by their own diſcontent to irritate that of 


their lady. The women quarrelled with 


the old houſe-keeper, and ſaw ghoſts in 


every paſſage of the abbey ; the men be- 
vwildered the ſteward by their London aſ- 


ſurance, and diſtracted him by their extra- 


1 vagance. Every appeal was made to my 


Lady; and every attempt of Sir Edward 


to check their impertinence was ſure to be 


* 
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reſented by her Ladyſhip, and to be fol- 2 
lowed by reproaches, complainings, tears, 


and fits. Miſs Newenden, never without 
reſource in fine weather, amuſed herſelf to- 


lerably well by riding out, and renewing 
her acquaintance with thoſe families within 


ten miles of the abbey whom ſhe had for- 
merly known. At one of thoſe viſits ſhe 
met a party of ſix of her London friends, 


who had come down on a tour of pleaſure wy 


to viſit the lakes. She eagerly invited them 


to. Graſmere Abbey: they accepted the 
propoſal, and two days afterwards arrive . 


fortunately for Sir Edward, who, though 
his buſineſs was by no means finiſhed, 


would not on other terms have been able | 


to wa n Lady. Nenn another 
week. c 


The wude of "OY a arty Megs. 


60 her Ladyſhip ſome degree of good hu- 


mour. She again heard the ſoothing voice 


of adulation, and again felt the conſe- 
quence siven me by fortune. , Cards were 
bl Ds 5 inn 


2 


* 
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its düdced of an evening; and ennui "WP 5 
for the preſent forgotte. 3 
Ethelinde too felt greatly telieved 1 by. 
their arrival; for ſhe Was now no longer 
expected to liſten to Lady Newetiden's 
complaints, to bear her M humour, or 
to labour in the vain attempt of amuſing 
her. Happy to be thus reſtored to ſome 
degree of liberty, ſhe took. immediate 
advantage of it; and the firſt day, as 
ſoon as dinner was over, and the ladies 
withdrawn, ſhe went out unperceived ; * 
and taking with her that volume of the 
Works of Gray, in which he with the 
eleareſt ſimplicity deſcribes this ſmall 
lake, ſhe purſued her way, now over 
« eminences covered with turf, now among 
broken rock,” till ſhe reached the village 
which ſtands on a low TR 4 80 50 
ing far into the lake. 
In this hamlet, the abode of TY 
labour and contented poverty, ſhe ob- 
ſerved one houſe diſtingui 


ſhed from the 
_ reſt by a fanall ſaſn window at the end 
- of 


ok it, looking into a little court and gar» 
den, ſurrounded with a quick hedge, and 
filled with flowers. The whole cottage, 
for it was ſtill merely a cottage, had. 
about it a look of neatneſs and comfort, 
which convinced Ethelinde it belonged | 
not to a labourer: : but nobody appeared 
about it; and as dark clouds gathering 
on the tops of the hills, and a ruffling 
wind ariſing, made her apprehend a ſtorm, 
ſhe returned immediatel y by the path ſhe 
came, Having however paſſed much 
more time than ſhe was aware of, and 
the ſky being xtremely overcaſt with 
dark red clouds, which ſcowling over 
the lake, gave to that and the ſurround- 
ing rocks a peculiar gloom, ſhe was 
afraid of being entirely benighted, and 
quickened her pace as much as poſſible. 
But the increaſing obſcurity, and the un- 
evenneſs of the way, made her progreſs - 


flow; and ſhe had yet a quarter of a 2, * 
mile to the abbey, when a ſcattering * 


ſhower was followed by ſeveral loud claps 
96 | of - 


* 


of thunder, which, . among the 


1 fells, were returned again and again in 


repeated vibrations. Ethelinde, not with- 
out ſome degree of fear, walked on, keep- 
1 ing on her hat with difficulty; when her 

eyes, which were fixed on the ground, 
that ſhe might diſcern her way, were 
quickly :raifed by the ſudden appearance 
of a tall young man with a fiſhing net on 
his ſhoulder, and a boat hook in his hand, 
who, coming from the water, met her in 
a path ſo narrow that they both ſtopped. 
The ſtranger, who though in a dreſs cal- 
culated: for the amuſement he had been 
purſuing, had the air and look of a gen- 

tleman, ſeemed extremely ſurpriſed at 

meeting a. young perſon of Ethelinde's 
appearance at ſuch an hour, and in ſuch 

a place; yet immediately recollecting that 
ſhe muſt come from Graſmere Abbey, and 
| ſeeing that ſhe ſtepped on fearfully, while 
the ſtorm continued to increaſe, he fol- 
lowed her, a moment after he had paſſed 
her, and ſaid—* You will not 1 hope think 
it 
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it impertinent, Madam, if 1 enquire be- 
ther I can be of any uſe to you? The 
ſtorm is likely to be violent. Will you 
allow me to wait on you to the n | 1 : 
fear you find it very difficult walking“. 

Ethelinde, who bad been a good deal 
alarmed at his turning to follow her, was 
convinced the moment he ſpoke that he 
was a gentleman; and anſwered without 
heſitation, though in a voice that yet 
trembled with fear, that ſhe was much 
obliged to him; but that, as ſhe was very 
near the abbey, ſhe could not think” of 
giving him the trouble of going out 2575 bs | 
way in ſuch a night.” 
« My way,” anſwered he, © is any 
in which I can be of the jeaſt ſervice to 
you; I beg you will allow me at leaſt to 
ſee you fafe to the gate,” 
At this moment a tremendous burſt of 
thunder made the rocks tremble to their 
baſe : Ethelinde ſtarted, and almoſt fell, 
from the fuddenneſs and vialence of the 
hock. 615 | 
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ue . muſt hope,” ſaid the ſtranger, per- 
ceiving her terror, that you will take my 
arm, without being deterred by the dirt 
of my dreſs, in which indeed 1 . been 
; fiſhing ſince morning,” Ent ep 
Ethelinde, who was almoſt unable to 
walk, now accepted his offer; and with 
his aſſiſtance ſoon reached the gate of the | 
lawn; where the moment they arrived, 
Sir Edward and a ſervant appeared; though 
it was by this time ſo nearly dark; that 
Ethelinde only knew it was the former by 
his calling aloud, the moment he perceived 


| ſomebody approach—* Is that Miſs Cheſ- 


terville? Is it Ethelinde? “ 

cc It: is, Sir Edward, 1 anſwered ſhe, as he 
held out her hand to him. 

3 Where have you been? cried. he, 
with great agitation. I have been —we 
have ern eme terrified on your ac- 
count.” 

« 1 merely walked farther. than 74 in- 
tended, and was overtaken by the thunder 
before 1 could get back. This gentle- 

: | 5 man 
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| nan bas been ſoobliging as wo take care of 
me part of the way rf 

thank him,” ſaid iy Raverd, _- 
ſome degree f reſerve, „Sir, will you 
do me the honour to * ints wo. 
hooſe d 114 209 t 

ce I am obliged to you, | Sir, replied: his 
ſtranger ; „ but it is Or and 1 live at 
ſome diſtance,” © 1 ( 

Then, without waiting for farther abt | 


tion, ſeeing Ethelinde my mw ip 
in a moment; — 


As the wind Sade e high, oY 
and the thunder yet muttered among th 


hills, Sir Edward, with his arm round her 
waiſt, hurried Ethelinde into the houſe 
as quick as poſſible. When they got 
 thither,- he enquired if the was much 
terrified, or if her clothes were wet. 
The rain however had been ſlight, and 
her terror was almoſt ſubſided; declin- 
ing therefore any aſſiſtance, ſne went 
immediately into the room, where they 
were all at cards, and where ſhe found 


6 21 2 1 1 K „ %%% Tor 


1 that * party had Wen that ne: 
ſtill farther augmented. by the arrival of 


Lord , Danesforte ; a nobleman who, hav- 
ing been on a viſit in Scotland, had heard 

that Sir Edward and Lady Newenden were 
at the abbey, and had eee e _ 

them a viſit: | 
The curioſity of "ory aide had 
. n ſtrongly excited, to know who Miſs 1 
Cheſterville was, about whom Sir Edward 
had been the whole evening ſo reſtleſs, M 
that he had with viſible conſtraint. ac- 
quitted himſelf of the honours of his 
| houſe; and, after ſending-four or five ſer- 
vants different ways, he had at length left 
his ene and HON out 3 in n 


of her. 
This Echelinde, the e of 10 ch 


_ anxiety, now appeared before him in a blaze 
of beauty which turned his Lordſhip's 
curioſity into admiration. Her complex- 
ion, which was frequently too pale, was 
raiſed to a deep bluſh. Her fear had 
| given way to pleaſure at the kindneſs 

2 - 3; mn 
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a attention of Sir Edward, and her 
whole countenance was animated by good 
humour; while the diſorder of her hat, 
and her dark auburne hair, ſet off her face 
to more advantage than could have been 
done by the exacteſt arrangement or moſt 
ſtudied ornament, _ 
Sir Edvard led her towards: the table 
where Lady Newenden and Lord Danes- 
forte were at cards, ſaying—** Help me, 
Maria, to quarrel with your couſin, and 
prevent her in future from rambling about 
of an evening, to the Sam 1 all "09 
friends.“ : 
ce Settle it with his el, Sir Ed. 
ward,“ anſwered her Ladyſhip, coldly. “ 1 
never take upon me to argue with roman 
tic young ladies on the ee of © 75 
tuſte. ? x 
| Echelinde, ae to theſe fone, of Y 
repulſive ſpeeches from her couſin, now 
went towards the next table; while Lord 
Danesforte, who followed her with his eyes, 


laid to Lady N ewenden— 
« Miſs 


— 


66 2THEL IN Ds, 0 * 


4 Miſs Cbeſterville i is chen your ar 
a. coulin ? 


Fes, my Lord.” . N 
8 1 ſhould have guts 0. She 8 


o very conſpicuous in Lady Newen- 
den.” 
Do you think ſo?” 8 ſhe, witk 
a forced ſmile 3 I really cannot think 
there is much reſemblance. Not that 
1 diſclaim it on account of any compli- 
ment it conveys, for in my mind Ethelinde 
is any thing but handſome.” 3 
Lord Danesforte, finding that to praiſe 
one lady was to offend the other, turned 
the diſcourſe by ſome delicate and well- 
pointed compliment; but however he 
affected by words to giye the prefer- 
ence to her Ladyſhip, his looks were 
again in queſt of Ethelinde, who had 
fat down alone in a corner of the 
room. Sir Edward, diſengaging himſelf 


an cards as . as he could, ſoon 
ee 


V 


aſter joined her, and talked to 1 till 


the perſon was who had taken care 
of her home ?—Ethelinde related ſimply 


— 
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ſupper was announced. He enquired who 


how and where ſhe had met him; while 
Sir Edward, gently: chiding her for ven- 

turing ſo far as the village alone, made 
her promiſe that ſhe would never again 


alarm him by the fame kind of indif- 


eretion 

During 8 the - aiſcourts" ES 2 
turn in which Ethelinde could bear very 
little part, Lord Danesforte had' no op- 


portunity of knowing whether her conver- 


fation and underſtanding anſwered to the 
ſpirit and intelligence which flaſhed from 


her eyes: his Lordſhip, ſeated near Lady 


Newenden, had not even an opportunity 
of addrefling himſelf to her, who | Was 


next to Sir Edward, at the bottom of the 


table. But as the latter frequently ſpoke 
to her, he ſaw a variety of expreſſion 


in her face, which increaſed his inclina- 


tion 


66 n * 


WW to be more acquainted with 155 


He could not but. obſerve the marked 
attention of Sir Edward; which, in ad- 
dition to the extraordinary anxiety he 


poſed to the thunder ftorm, put ſome 


: notions into the head of- Lord h Danes- | 
forte not very. favourable to that uni- 


form and tender attachment which Sir 
Edward had always profeſſed and ſup- 
ported towards his wife. — As his Lord- 
ſhip was upon the turf, and had ſeveral 
| horſes with him, hunters and. poneys, 
with which Miſs. Newenden was well 
acquainted, the converſation during ſup- 


per ran principally on their various 


merits; and a match was made, at 
her deſire, between him and Mr. Dave- 


nant,. who were each to ride their own- 
horſes in the park. the next day 3 


and, on the day following, a party. on 


the lake was propoſed, which Lady New- 


enden conſented to Join, at the earneſt 
-  entreaty 


PPP 
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entreaty of Lord Danesforte; but ſhe 


ectly warm, and the water perfectly calm, 
nothing ſhould induce her to venture. 
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. ben inherited wn his 

_ anceſtors an immenſe fortune; and was 
one of thoſe who ſeem, by the conſent 
of their cotemporaries, to be the acknow- 
ledged leaders of faſhion, and arbiters of 
taſte. His houſes, his equipages, his 
horſes, his miſtreſles, his dinners, were 
the theme of the day; and had for 
fome years made a conſpicuous figure 
in thoſe fleeting annals, which give, in 
the eyes of trifling imbecillity, a tem- 
porary conſequence to diffi pation and 
vice, He had received from nature 2 
good underſtanding, and an handſome 
perſon: but he ſacrificed the former in 
becoming the flave. of opinion; and his 
intemperance had at the age of ſeven- 
and - twenty robbed his perſon of all the 
* grace, and activity of youth, 
| while 


* 
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awhile: his conſtitution; was proportionably 
_ impaired. He plunged early into every 
ſpecies of debauchery, to ſhew his ſpirit; 
and it was now become an invincible 
habit. But that facility of gratification. 
which his great fortune gave him, 
made even his pleaſures ſatiate and 
diſguſt bim; and amid the luxuries with 
which he was ſurrounded, ſome new 
purſuit, ſome project which might pique 
and animate by the difficulty of ſuc- 
ceſs, was ever become neceſſary to his ex- 
iſtence. When he had no ſuch ſcheme 
before him, he hurried from place to 
Place, weary of himſelf ; and was now 
wery lightly gratified by that ſpecies of 
fame, which his morals, his health, and 
much of his fortune, had been ſacrificed 
to obtain. 

Sir Edward Wege whoſe eh 
morals, and conduct were exactly the reverſe 
of his Lordſhip's, had firſt known him at 
Eton, where the difference of their characters 
| and ages. (for Lord Danesforte was four 


* 


— 
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years his junior) had prevented any intimacy 


between them,. They met afterwards abroad, 

where their acquaintance was renewed; and 
they had ſince occaſionally viſited, but 
without any particular friendſhip. The 
preſent vifit of Lord Danesforte was paid 
rather becauſe he knew not what elſe to 
do with himſelf, than from any regard for 


his hoſts; and it was received by Sir Ed- 


ward with more politeneſs than pleaſure. 
Lord Danesforte however found more 
attraction at the abbey than he expected, 


and determined to remain there for ſome 


days. Davenant, fitted by his vanity for 
a pupil, and by his ignorance for a dupe; 
Lady Newenden, lovely in her perſon, 
and vain in her diſpoſition, with a mind 
open to the inſinuations of flattery, and 
an heart inſenſible to every thing but the 
impreſſion received through that medium; 
were ſubje&s fitted at onee to entertain 
him at preſent, and promiſe him thoſe pur- 


ſuits in future in which he moſt delighted 


to e. F Jattered as he was by the filly 
Imitation 


3 
FR 


imitation of weak and unexperienced young 
men; and eager after that ſort of faſhion 
which ariſes from ſuppoſed intrigue. 

His Lordſhip however no ſooner ſaw 


forgotten which had on his firſt. arrival 


beauty, ſpirit, ſweetneſs, underſtanding— 
every charm which could attract admuratian, 
he found in her; but marriage was no part 
of his ſcheme of life: and as ſoon. as he 
knew who ſhe was, he knew alſo that ſhe 
was too well protected by her father, 


But the difficulty of carrying any favourite 


to relinquiſh it; and he was ſeldom ſo 
happy as when engaged in ſome project 
which occupied thoſe talents that were 
given him for. very. gl and more 
worthy purpoſes. 2 Dn. EE. 
| Notwithſtanding the attention he was 
obliged to pay to Lady Newenden he found 
Vol. I. . ſereral 
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Echelinde, than every other motive was 


: recommended Graſmere Abbey. Youth, 


her brother, and Sir Edward, to give him 
much chance of getting her. into his power. 


point was never an inducement with him 


=o 


* 
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n opportunities of converſing with 
FEthelinde, and was convinced that her 
underſtanding was at leaſt equal to her per- 
ſonal charms : the penſive ſoftneſs which 
| at firſt appeared the leading feature in her 
character, frequently yielded to the moſt 
animated vivacity; and her manners and : 
converſation ſoon made indelible the im- 
preſſion which had been received from her 
captivating form. In making theſe ob- 
ſervations, it was impoſſible to help re- 
marking that Sir Edward Newenden had 
made them before. Lord Danes forte indeed 
immediately ſaw that he was much more 
ſtrongly attached to her than their al- 
liance by his marriage with her couſin 
authoriſed; and he fancied that Ethelinde - 
knew and was not inſenſible of his partia- 1 
lity. A mind like his was incapable of 
feeling the variety and innocence of thoſe 
affections towards an amiable man, which 
might have place in a boſom ſo ingenuous 
i untainted as hers. Eſteem for his 
character, gratitude for his kindneſs, and 
LET. - V§sIF; 42 the 
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the tenderneſs of der cor lis perſon, 
were blended in her heart; and ſhe loved 
and preferred him to all other men (after 


h WY her father and her brother), with the ſame 
r purity: as an angel might have loved him. 
t Far from attempting to conceal this af- 


fection, ſhe ſpoke of him on all occaſions 
as the firſt of men; delighted in calling 
him her dear friend, and in repeating how 
well and how fortunately her couſin had 
choſen, when ſhe rejected higher titles and 
more ſplendid fortunes for happineſs and 
Sir Edward Newenden. | 
Alas! of this happineſs her couſin was 


re 
1- WH entirely inſenſible. Her ample fortune 
in had drawn around her a number of lovers, 


among whom were three noblemen, whoſe 
rank was their only recommendation. At 


of the ſame time Sir Edward Newenden be- 

fe ing obliged to ſell two of his eſtates in- 
ich mediately on the death of his father, en- 
us tered into treaty with Mr. Maltravers, 
his who 'was then making conſiderable pur- 


chaſes i in <p neighbourhood ; and by that 
5 E 2 „ means A 
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means was introduced to his daughter, FOR 


about ſeventeen. However embarraſſed | 
his father had left him, he had deter- 
mined never to attempt retrieving his affairs 
by a marriage made merely with that view; iſ 
but when he ſaw in Miſs Maltravers a 


trated his notice, had their poſſeſſor been 
deſtitute of fortune, he could not help 
reflefting on the great advantage which 
would ariſe from a union where his intereſt 
and his taſte would at once be conſulted. 
With diffidence however he made his pro- 
poſals, apprehending that the diſarranged | 
ſtate of his fortune would be an inſur- 


mountable objection; but Miſs Maltravers, 


who thought him infinitely the handſomeſt 
man ſhe had ever feen, accepted him with- 
out heſitation: and her father, who had 
no will but hers, immediately complied; 
Sratified perhaps with the power of reſtor- 
ing an ancient family to its original ſplen- 
dour ; and more flattered by the proſpect 


of raiſing the rank of him to whom he 
6 ö married 
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| married his daughter, by the power and 


| influence his fortune gave him, than by 


 vfiiting her with 4 man already of a ſu- 
perior rank. Mrs. Maltravers, glad to 
have her daughter diſpoſed of, that ſne 

might herſelf be under leſs reſtraint, ac- 
quieſced willingly ; and after a very ſhort . 
courtſhip Sir Edward carried off the * | 
tent heireſs from his numerous rivals. 
Lady Newenden entering on a world 
of which till then ſhe had ſeen very little, 


found herſelf every where the object of _ 
admiration and envy. Her vanity alone 


was more powerful than the habitual indo- 
lence of her temper; and the only thing 
which did not fatigue her, was fatterys = 
Diſſipation ſoon became neceſſary to her 
vacant mind; and eſtranged her from that 
domeſtic ſtyle of life in which only Sir 
Edward was happy. He ſaw with pain 
that even his children failed of detaching 
her from thoſe frivolous purſuits which 

were to him not only unintereſting, but 
Wa yet he continued to 5 grarify 
| . 3 . 


78 E T HE LIN DE, OR- 


her in every wiſh ſhe formed; and, though 
he was himſelf unhappy, relinquiſhed his 
own ſatisfactian to her content. This pain- 
ful ſacrifice ſhe conſidered as no more than 
what ſhe had a right to exact; and Sir 
Edward, who really loved her, forbore to 
complain even to her father, though com- 
pelled to paſs every winter in London in 
a perpetual hurry of engagements, and 
the ſummer at ſome of the various places 
of public reſort, inſtead of being ſuffered. 
to enjoy the company of his children at 
one of his own houſes. His love how- MW 
ever was long proof. againſt theſe differ- 
ences of taſte; the children, of whom he 
was paſſionately fond, endeared their mo- 
ther. to him; and though his plan of happi- 
neſs was deſtroyed, his tenderneſs had ſur- 
vived almoſt undiminiſhed, till the obſerv- 
-ations he was forced to make during this 
journey; when repeated malignity towards 
Ethelinde, and attempts to inflict pain on 
himſelf, had ſhe wn ſuch a general deficiency | 
in thoſe feelings which only can ſecure 
either 
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ein; toe: or 1 as obliged him in- 
ternally to acknowledge, though till re- 
luctantly he acknowledged i it, that his Ma- 
ria had no heart. * 
: Conſcious of this decreaſe of 15 affec-. 
tion, and almoſt fearing to aſk himſelf. 
' whether the attractions of another object 
had not too much contributed to it, while 
every principle of honour reproached him 
tor indulging the partiality he felt, he 
determined not only to attempt conquer- 
ing his fondneſs for the company of Ethe- 
linde, but moſt carefully to avoid every. 
occaſion of ſhewing it had ever exiſted. 
He had been ſo much off his guard on 
the evening when he apprehended ſhe was 
expoſed to the thunder ſtorm, that Lady 
Newenden had remarked i it with ſome aſ- 
perity 3 and he now wiſhed to appear as 
indifferent about her as about the moſt 
unintereſting perſon of the party: but he 
| ſucceeded fo. ill, at leaſt before the pene- 
trating | eyes of Lord Danesſorte; that 
his Lordſhip. was only amazed Lady 
33 Newen den 
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g Newenden noticed) it 10 little. The trem- ü 
bling ſenſibility with which he heard her 
praiſes; the expreſſion of his eyes when- 


ever they were turned towards Ethelinde; 


all teſtified how deep and tendet an intereſt: 
2 he felt in whatever related to her. : 
The gaiety, the aſſiduity, and adulation 
of Lord Danesforte, had not only reſtored 
Lady Newenden to her good humour, 
but engaged her to enter into the amuſe- 
ments which the neighbourhood of Graſ- 
mere Abbey afforded ; and the party made 
for going in boats on the lake remained 
fred. The day was extremely favourable ; 
a gentle wind, ſufficient only to fill the ſails, 
fluttered on the furface of the water. In 
one of the boats Lord Danesforte's ſer- 
vants formed a concert: in the other the 
ladies ſung; while the gentlemen ſometimes 
joined them, and ſometimes interrupted 
them with fine ſpeeches. Laughter ſeemed 
more the object, than the pleaſure ariſing 
from ſurveying the furrounding ſcenery ; 


and, after — about an 5 hour, Lady 
12 Newenden 
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; Newenddn complaiged: n n with ang 

cold, and deſired to he put on ſhore. Sir 

Edward, one of the gentlemen, and two 
of the ladies, accompanied her: Miſs 
Newenden, Mr. Davenant, with Lord 
Danesforte and the reſt of the London 
party, remained in the boat, into which 
two of the ſervants were taken, who were 
direted to put the boat back into the 
middle of the lake, it being the Pres. 
of the gentlemen to fiſh. 


The ſervant; however, who managed the ; 0 
boat was inexpert; and Lord Danesforte, 


particularly impatient in trifles, ſeized the 
boat- hook, and ſwearing furiouſly at his 
people, puſhed it off with ſuch violence 
that the ſail was entangled 1 in the boughs 
ol a tree which grew over the creek where 
they landed ; and he continuing to force 
the boat on, the fail was ſuddenly diſen- 
tangled with ſuch a ſhock, that Ethelinde, 
who had involuntarily ariſen, was daſhed 
_ Inſtantly into the water. 2 
Sir Edward; as he ſaw her fall, was about 
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to ruſſ in after her; but recollecting that 
with boots on he could not ſave her, he 


called to the ſervants who were on ſhore to 


tear them off, while he diſengaged himſelf 


from his coat. In the mean time Lord 


Danesforte, with a torrent of oaths, ordered 
his ſervants to ſave her, as they valued. 
their own lives. The men however heſi- 


_ tated; and Sir Edward had already thrown 


himſelf in, when a perſon was ſeen to ap- 
proach the landing place, ſwimming with 
one arm, while with the other he bore 


Ethelinde, to all appearance dead. Sir 


Edward aſſiſted him in bringing her on 


ſnore, where the ſtranger ſeated himſelf on 


the graſs, and ſupported her. Though 


me had been hardly five minutes in the 


water, ſhe was quite inſenſible; and Sir 
Edward, concluding ſhe was dead, forbore 
with the utmoſt difficulty to expreſs the 
violence of his grief and deſpair. 

Lord Danesforte and his. ſervants were 
by this time landed, and ſurrounding her; 
"mu the ge, ſeated on the graſs, ſup- 
ported 
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ported her in his arms; and Sir Edward N 
collected preſence of mind enough to give 


might be conveyed into the houſe. The 
ladies of the party, affecting great terror, 
thought more of expreſſing it in the moſt 
becomiag manner, than of aſſiſting her 
who had occaſioned it. Lady Newenden in- 


diſpoſed to attend to her, ſne very pru- 
dently contented herſelf with the appear- 
ance of it only. Miſs Newenden, who on 

moſt occaſions preſerved her compoſure, 
collected from the reſt their ſmelling bot- 
tles, which ſhe never carried herſelf, and 
applied them to the temples and noſe of 
Ethelinde, who, © like a fair lily over- 
(charged with rain,” reclined her lovely 
bead on the ſhoulder of the ſtranger, while” 
Sir Edward continued chain her hands, 


and Swing a chouſand orders in a mo- 


Is n'a *. time ſeveral W arrived 
thong the abbey. Lady Newenden's Wo- 
E. 6 | men 


orders for a chair to be brought, that ſhe © 


ſiſted upon fainting ; but as nobody 1 
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chair imo the houſe, and now waited in 
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men attended on her; but Mrs. Dicken- 
ſon; the houſekeeper; applied herſelf to have 


Ethelinde conveyed to the houſe, which 
by means of an armed chair was eaſily 


accompliſhed; and the motion, together 


with the application which had been uſed; 
reſtored her to ſome degree of fenſibility. 


She opened her eyes, but ſeemed uncon- 


ſeious of the ſurrounding objects, and im- 


mediately cloſed them. Sir Edward, ſa- 


. tisfied that ſhe yet lived, recovered ſome 


degree of recollection, and enquired after 
Lady Newenden, who was however fo 
much offended with the ſolicitude he had 


 ſhewn about Ethelinde, and the riſk he had 


incurred by his attempt to ſave her, that 
ſhe deigned not to anſwer his queſtions ; 
but bidding him go to thoſe whoſe life was 


of more conſequence than hers, haughtily 


retired to her own apartment. Sir Edward 
then recollected the young man who had 
ſhewn ſo much courage and activity; who, 
unnoticed and uninvited, had followed the 


the 
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the hall to Hear che event of an accident, 
which but for him would probably have 
been fatal. Sir Edward (who, as well as 
the gallant ſtranger, remained tremblingin |} 
wet clothes) now went in ſearch of him 
and, taking his hand, expreſſed in the 
warmeſt terms his gratitude and eſteem. * 
ee Allow me to aſk, Sir,” ſaid he, © the 
name of the gentleman to whom we are 
ſo much obliged, and where I may offer 
him my repeated thanks?“ 
„ My name is Montgomery, Sir, I 
i live at the village on the lake.” 8 
The young ſtranger, bowing, was then 
about to depart; but Sir Edward preſſed 
him to come into the houſe, change his 
clothes, and take ſome refrefnment; adding 
that he could not think of parting ſo early 
with a perſon. to whom he was 5 much 
obliged. 5 45 
Pardon me, Sir, 25 nter Mr. Mont- 
gomery, * if I now decline ſtaying. As 
to my elothes, their condition is of little 
. 3 Fam almoſt an amphibious 
| animal, - 
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animal. But my mother will ENT OR hear 5 | 


ſome indiſtinct account of the diſaſter, and 


x may be alarmed : I dare not therefore ſtay, 
to hazard giving her that pain. Any other 


time I ſhall conſider myſelf highly ho- 
noured in being allowed to pay oy. re- 


pects at Graſmere Abbey.“ 
He then enquired into the 3 of 


Ethelinde; and hearing ſhe was much re- 


ſtored, he expreſſed his pleaſure at ſo fa- 


vourable an account, bowed, and diſap- 


peared acroſs the lawn. 


Sir Edward then again went to the Sth 


| of Ethelinde's apartment; and hearing 
4 the was in bed, much recovered and tran- 


quillized, he became more eaſy; and, hav- 


ing changed his clothes, prepared with. | 


ſome degree of calmneſs and reſolution to. 


meet the reproaches. and ill humours of. 


Lady Newenden. She received him with. 


mingled contempt and anger; reproached 


him, in the bittereſt terms, for his raſhneſs. 


in attempting to ſave Ethelinde, and for 


* eee of herſelf; and concluded 
wy with 


Aa 
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| wich accuſing herſelf of.- extreme folly in 
having encumbered herſelf with Ethelinde, 
who was accuſtomed, ſhe ſaid, to be made 
of ſo much conſequence by her infatuated. 
father, that ſhe was become troubleſome. 
to every body elſe, and ſpoiled every paar. 
into which ſhe was admitted. : 
Sir Edward was not leſs aſtonihed at: 
the violence than at the unfeeling injuſtice. 
of this accuſation : but, to avoid any argu- 
ment on a ſubject which he feared he might 
not diſcuſs with temper, he withdrew; 
only deſiring her to compoſe her ſpirits, 
and diſmiſs her terror. The truth was, 
_ that Lady Newenden, ſufficiently. piqued, 
at the attention Sir Edward gave to her 
couſin, which her pride prevented her from 
noticing. to him, was yet more diſpleaſed 
at obſerving, that, though Lord Danesforte 
affected to be very aſſiduous in his attend- 
ance on her, he extremely admired the 
beauty of Ethelinde; and though her La- 
dyſhip would not then have cared, had 
the * aſſured that ſhe ſhould never have 
TE ſeen 
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ſeen him again, yet could ſhe not endure 
that a connoiffeur in beauty ſhould find 
charms in another while ſhe was preſent ; 
and irritated-againft Erhelinde, whom ſhe 
had never loved, by her thus monopoliz- 
ing admiration, ſhe could no longer pre- 
vail upon herſelf to treat her with even the 
ſlight ſhare of _ ſhe had _— 
| ſhewn her. | 
Ar the time of "oy TOY accident 
that had befallen Ethelinde, Davenant had 
been fo far from ſhewing any lover- like 
ſolicitude, that his whole attention had 
been occupied by the care of avoiding any 4 
_ difaſter himſelf; for making his way on 
 thore with as much care as expedition, he 
buttoned up his coat, tied another hand- 


'  kerchief over his immenſe neckeloth, and 


walked about, with his teeth chattering 
and his hands in his pockets, without any 
attempt to affiſt the terrified party around 
him; till Miſs Newenden, perfectly mif- 
treſs of herſelf, gave him a ſmart blow on 
the: Boulder u her open hand, crying, 

; | | * OT: 5 
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% Why, Tom! are you petrified, man ? 
Come, come, prithee do ſomething for 


theſe poor drowned wretches. Do run to 


the houſe, and haſten the people out with 
 aftiſtance.” Willing to make his e 


Davenant gladly obeyed her. 85 
The feelings of Lord Danesforte walk 


quite another turn. As ſoon as he was 
convinced Ethelinde was not dead, his 
rage againſt his ſervants, for an accident 
owing wholly to his own unguarded vio- 
lence, broke out anew. He loaded them 
vith abuſe; uttered againſt them the moſt 
hortid imprecations ; particularly vented 
his wrath againſt his own gentleman, on 
whom he threw the blame of what had 
happened; and, having ſworn at him far 
above half an hour, he ven ro his rant | 
ment to drefs. 8 


Lady Newenden however - api not 
that evening. The others, Who, except 
Miſs Newenden, were of that claſs of wo-- 
men who have no peculiar lines of charac- 
8 wh but who dreſs faſhionably, talk faſhion=: 
obo, * 


Wu te 


i; 
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ably, and fill up public places, had each 
of them diſplayed her elegant attitudes and 
fine feelings, and now renewed their ſolici- 
tude about the fair ſufferer; though, had 
they been affured of the impoſſibility of 
her recovery, not one of them would have | 
felt the leaſt concern. ; 
Not ſo Sir Edward. —T he db had 
ſerved to ſhew him all the violence of that 
attachment to Ethelinde, which he had ſo 
long and ſo vainly attempted to ſtifle. 
Thrown entirely off his guard by her dan- 
ger, he feared he bad betrayed to others. 


5 the ſenſations he had felt with ſo much 


violence: but he could now only deter- 
mine ane w to check, if it was yet poſſible, 
this dangerous paſſion; or, if that was no 
longer in his power, to conceal it for ever 

from thoſe whoſe "m_ it __ ſo 1 Tees” 
rably injure. 

He was ſtruck EY the en | 
coincidence of accident, which had twice 
thrown Montgomery in the way of Ethe- 
linde; as he immediately knew him to be 

| 1 the 
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the ſame young man who had attended 
her home in the evening of the ſtorm, 
Whence he came, or to whom he belonged, 
Sir Edward was yet to learn ; but It was 
- impoſſible to ſee him without wiſhing to 
know more of him. - 
Ethelinde being the next day tolerably 
fcdnithd by the care of Mrs. Dickenſon, 
was able to fit up, but not to leave her 
room. Lady Newenden enquired after 
her only by a cold meſſage; and Sir Ed- 
ward, however deſirous of ſeeing her, de- 
termined to deny himſelf that gratification; 
and to obliterate the memory of his paſt 
extravagant tranſports, by behaving now 
with as much calm civility as if Ethelinde 
had only on his heart the claim of a relation 
of his wife; and in this reſolution he had 
the forbearance to remain for four-and- 
dais, LOUrS. | N 
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8 T had md 1 Dames 
forte repeatedly. declare, that of all the wo- 
men he had ever ſeen, Ethelinde was 
the lovelieſt. And if,” ſaid his Lord- 
ſhip, I was a marrying man, I ſhould 
prefer her ta all others for a wife.” Theſe 
ſort of ſpeeches from a man whoſe taſte 
was univerſally acknowledged, and whoſe 
manners and opinions were the objects of | 

Davenant's imitation, had a great effect on 
him; and he began to conſider whether he 
might not himſelf obtain Ethelinde, whoſe 
beauty his eyes had acknowledged, though 
he was inſenſible of her ſuperior. attractions. 
In conſequence of this idea, he became 
ſuddenly very ſolicitous about her health; 

and heard, with great apparent concern, 
that in nee of her accident ſhe had 


'-. 4. arended with a great degree of 


fever, 
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fever. Sir Edward, whom theſe ſymptom: 
threw into real agonies, had on their firſt 
appearance ſent for the beſt advice the 
country afforded ; but Ethelinde, whd by 
no means believed herſelf fo ill as his fears 
made him imagine, was notwithſtanding 
glad of an opportunity to remain a few 
days in her own room, where ſhe was plen- 
tifully ſupplied with books; and where Sir 
Edward, unable to reſiſt the pleaſure of 
being with her, and fancying that Lady 
Newenden ee it not, ſat with her 
ſometimes for an hour, and renewed thoſe 
converſations which ſhe ſo much preferred 
to the mixed, deſultory, and uninſtruftive 
trifling of the large party below. On the 
accident ſhe reflected with no other ſen- 
ſation than that of gratitude to her gallant 
deliverer, and concern for the terror her 
friends had on her account ſuffered, Her 
acknowledgments to Heaven were rather 
for the preſervation of a life dear and ne- 
ceſſary to her father, than becauſe it appear 


ed to her to be of great value. The quick - 
| neſs 
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neſs of her feelings had already taught her, 


and, naturally cheerful as her temper was, 
Aa ſort of preſentiment of future misfortune 
frequently gave a caſt of ſadneſs to her 
mind, and oppreſſed a heart hitherto un- 
conſcious of thoſe paſſions which prey fo | 

forcibly on acute ſenſibility. This diſpo- 

ſition ſhe had made it a point of duty to 
check in the preſence of her father; but 


and the moments ſhe paſſed with Sir Ed- 
ward were particularly tinctured with 
this tender melancholy - which, delicious 
as it was to both, was full of danger to him; 
who, eſcaping from vapid and irkſome 
company, found it doubly delightful to 
lay out his whole ſoul in the : ſoſt and ſen- 
fible ſociety of Ethelinde. 
On the fourth day, —— ſhe 5 
herſelf well enough to quit her room. 
Lady Newenden received her with her 


; mw _ 3 by other matters, 
hardly 


that its pains were greater than its pleaſures; | = 


now ſhe yielded to it almoſt imperceptibly; 


_ uſual haughty indifference; Miſs Newen- WW 


— 
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Hardly recollected that me was among 
them; while Lord Danesforte, in her deli- 


cate and intereſting languor, in the glow 
which ſome remains of fever gave to her 


cheeks, and in the ſubdued brilliancy of 


her eyes, had ſubjects of increaſed admira- 
tion, which he as much as poſſible con- 
cealed. Davenant, as if to make her for- 
get the little attention he had formerly 
ſhewn her, was now officiouſly polite, 
and entered in form on all the aſſiduity of 
a profeſſed lover. Lord Danesforte, who 
piqued himſelf on the deepeſt politics, had 
by this time perſuaded him, that he had 


been long and violently in love with Miſs 
 Cheſterville, and that he ought immediate- | 


ly to attempt ſecuring an intereſt in her 
heart, His Lordſhip ſaw that ſhe had con- 


ceived no favourable opinion of Dave- 


nant; but, as he'heard of no attachment to 


any other perſon, he doubted not but the 


ſplendour of ſuch a fortune as he would 
now in a few months be poſſeſſed of, would 


obviate every ocher objection 3 and that, 


when 
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would of courſe be introduced into ſocieties i 


where ſhe would ſoon be taught, that to 
love or reſpect him was by no means ne- 
ceſſary: and, no longer under the pro- 
tection of her father, of her brother, or 
Sir Edward, he had little doubt of being 
able to avail himſelf of the intereſt which 
he concluded he might then make in her 
. 
While all he ſaw of Ethelinde . 
the impatience with which he deſired the 
accompliſhment of this plan, ſhe was ſo- 
licitous for an opportunity of thanking 
Mr. Montgomery for the timely aſſiſtance 
he had afforded her. She had yet hard 
| feen him. On the night they had firſt met, 
it was almoſt dark; on their ſecond meet- 
ing ſhe ſaw nothing; and though the 
following day he had been at the Abbey 
to make enquiry after her, ſhe was not | 
then viſible. The ladies, however, who had 
ſeen him, and particularly Miſs Newenden 
16th much more converlant i in the per- 
| | don 
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fection of an horſe, than in Bite beau. 
ty), had been warm in praiſe of his figure. 
One compared it to that of the Apollo 

Belvedere; x ſecond to a young Mercury ; 
Miſs Newenden wiſhed to ſee him on 
horſeback, adding that ſhe never ſaw ſo tall 
a man fo perfetly graceful ; and another 
lady, who was the beſt read and moſt ro- 
mantic among erm, repeated 


« His e 6 0 0 fortetimes 1 
Liker the dove's; and, as he pleaſes, win 
1 All hearts with ſoftneſs, or with ſpirit awe. 76 


It was Rs: for Ethelinde to o hear 
| all this, and repreſs her curioſity, which 
now became even painful to her. Four | 
days had paſſed ſince ſhe left her chamber, 
and in every one of them ſhe Had flattered - 

herſelf ſhe ſhould ſee him: but ſtill he 
came not; and all the information the 
could gain about him was, that he lived 
with his mother at the pleaſant cottage ſhe 
had remarked_in the village; that they 
were believed to be natives of Scotland ; ; 
Vor. 5 * „ 
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the | neighbourhood of Graſmere, which 
| however they never left but once a year, | 
when they went for a few weeks to viſit ſome | 
relations in the Highlands. Ethelinde at 

length began to deſpair of ſeeing him, a | 
the whole party were to go in three days, | 


a ccompany them as far as Scarborough, 
where they propoſed remaining ſome 


by a troubleſome cougb, had detained her | 
from her uſual walks for the firſt four or 
| five days; but at the end of that time ſhe | 


latent hope, that, if ſhe went towards the 
lake, chance might again throw him i in her. 


head to be her conſtant - attendant 3 Lord 
dared not hazard loſing his favour with 


| Lady Newenden; and Sir Edward was 
___ compelled to be more than ever attentive 


t 


but. were known to hardly any ! in 


and Lady Newenden had determined to 


weeks. Her cold, which was accompanied 


determined to renew them, not without a 


Way. Davenant now took it into his 


Danesforte, though be greatly. wiſhed it, 


to his wite, leaſt he ſhould betray the real 
ar 
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[he situation of his heart, and 3 4s fuſ- : 
pioione ſhe had proudly. and darkly hinted. 
Ethelinde, with Davenant for her aty 
bendat, had advanced on a fine evening | 
to the village; but no Montgomery ap- 
peared.» As. ſhe came within ſight of the 
cottage, : ſhe felt an irreſiſtible inclination 
to enter it. And why ſhould I not?” 
faid ſhe, arguing it with herſelf; “ ought 4 
Ito quit the country without acknow- 
ledging the obligation-I owe to Mr. Mont- 
gomery? Surely no. There can be no 
impropriety in my waiting on his mother; 
there will be an apparent want of gratitude, 
if, without expreſſing it, 1 go where I ſhall 
never have an opportunity of ſaying that 
1am; ſeafible; of the obligation. In a 
few moments ſhe had argued herſelf into 
the moſt. perfect conviction of the pro- 
. priety of what ſhe was defirous to dog and 
purſued the path which, led to the cottage. 
Entering the little wicket in the fence 
which divided the garden from the village 
"EY Te tapped gently at the door. 
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The moment they waited for admittance 


was employed by Davenant in remon- 


ſtrating againſt this viſit. V hy ſhould 
you viſit this young man?” ſaid he. I d 


not believe he is a perſon of conſequence 


enough to make it neceſſary. Befides, | 


- ſhould think it not quite correct: had you 
not better write to thank ny _ _ that 
| Ir n t 


e That ſort of thing,” PA Eibe. 


| nude, ſmiling, * is not the ſort of thing that 


appears ſufficiently expreſſive of my gra- 
Atede towards the man who has ſaved my 
life.” The. argument was put an end to 


by the appearance of a maid ſervant, who 
to Ethelinde's enquiries anſwered that Mr. 
Montgomery was not in the houſe, but 
that her miſtreſs was in the parlour; the 


door of which ſhe immediately opened, and 
a lady very plainly dreſſed, yer * | 
"DER; roſe at their entrance. 
Ethelinde, with the grace and edel 
pea to her, approached, and deſired 
ſhe might have the honour of leaving with 
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her the thanks ſhe owed Mr. Mongountiy, : 
for a very ſeafonable exertion. of * 8 
1 and good nature!“ $2 
Mrs. Montgomery, who had felt a ns 
mentary ſurprize at the entrance of ſuch 
viſitors, anſwered, with all that eaſe which 
accompanies perfect good breeding, that 
her ſon was extremely fortunate in having 
had it in his power to be uſeful to her; 
then entreating her and Mr. Davenant to 
fit down, ſhe entered into converſation with 
them: and if Ethelinde was at firſt ſur- 
priſed by her air and manner, in a place 
where ſhe expected only ruſtic fimplicity, 
or the over· acted complaifance of the laſt 
_ eentury, ſhe was ſtill more ſo at the know- 
ledge of the world, the correctneſs of lan- 
guage, and the charms of addreſs, which £ 
Mrs. Montgomery ſo eminently: poſſeſſed, 
Hier perſon was as intereſting as her con- 
verſation; her figure, though | ſhe ap- 
peared to be four or five and forty, was 
graceful yet feminine; and her face, S_ 
van and faded, was illuminated * eyes ſo 
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my full « expreſſion, that it was impoſſible 
|" help conſidering how dazzlingly hand- 
ſome ſhe muſt have been in the early part 
of her life. | Ethelinde, more charmed 
with her than with any perſon ſhe had 
ever ſeen, would have forgotten in a few | 
moments that Davenant was with her, had 
not Mrs. Montgomery occaſionally ad- 
drefſed herſelf to him. Davenant how- 
ever felt aukward and conſtrained; and,. 
qualified to ſpeak only on the paſſing tri - 

fles of the day, was out of his element 

with thoſe to whom other topics were fa- 
miliar; while Ethelinde was in that moſt 
congenial to her: and being every mo- 
ment more pleaſed with her new acquaint- 
--ance, near two hours had paſſed away al- 
moſt imperceptibly; ; when Mrs. Montgo- 
mery exclaimed . Here is my ſon !“ and J 
-he immediately entered. TG. 
de Charles, ſaid his TE, « Miß 
a Cheſterville has had the goodneſs to 
come hither: to thank you for the trifling 


ſervice yu were ſo Py as to render her.” 
1227 1 0 Miſs 
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. « Miſs. Cheſterville,” ceplied he, ad. 


vancing, cc does me too much honor: : the 
happineſs of having been in any degree 
vſeful to her, muſt e ver be reckoned among 
the moſt fortunate occurrences of my life. 
Frepoſſeſſed as Ethelinde was in his 
favor, his figure and addreſs exceeded 
all that an imagination ſomewhat roman- 
tic had formed of his perſonal advantages. 
His face was indeed ſo uncommonly hand- 
ſome, that had not his complexion been 
| heightened by his manner of life, and by be- 
ing expoſed continually to the air, it would 
have had the blooming luſtre of feminine 
beauty. His features however were ſtrong 
without being harſh ; his eyes dark blue, 
with a ſpirit in them unuſual | to that co- 
lour; and his luxuriant hair of the bright- 
eſt brown. The expreſſion of his coun- 
tenance was ſo ingenuous, . ſo intereſting, 
and his form ſo perfectly anſwered every 
idea of an hero, that, had her eyes only 
been conſulted, it was an to o deny, ; 
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him the preference to all the men ſhe had 
ever ſeen. In addition to theſe exterior 
advantages, ſhe beheld the moſt captivat- 
ing addreſs, and thoſe manners which 
are produced only by a liberal education 

acting on an excellent underftanding. She 
could not repreſs her admiration; nor 
help,enquiring by what caprice of fortune 


it was, that a man fo fitted to dignify 


and adorn. ſociety, ſhould thus be con- 
; cealed in a remote corner of the world, 

forgotten or neglected by thoſe who ought 
to take a pride in cheriſhing his talents 
and producing his virtues. | 
The lapſe of time was no longer per- | 

ceived by Ethelinde. Mrs. Montgomery 
5 and her ſon feemed equally inſenſible of 

its flight, But Davenant, always appre- 

hhenſive of perſonal inconvetiience, ſeeing 
it quite dark, ventured gently to remind 
her that it was eight o'clock, and that 
they ſhould have only the moon to con- 
duct them home. Obliged to attend at 


1158 to a repetition of this remon- 4 
| ſtrance, 
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Biratice; Ethelinde aroſe; and; in taking 
leave of Mrs. Montgomery, entreated 
permiſſion to paſs another haur with her 
before ſhe quitteil Graſmere Abbey, which 
muſt now be in a few days. Mrs. Mont- 
gomery expreſſed her pleaſure at the pro- 
poſal; adding Indeed, my dear Miſs 
Cheſterville, your intention is particularly 
flattering: It: is ſeldom the amiable and 
well informed are found in ſo remote 
country as this; ſtill- more rarely that"the _ 
young, the gay, and lovely, will 'volon. 
tarily quit more lively ſociety to paſs their 
hours with choſe whom choice or 1 
has ſeparated from the world.. 
| She pronounced theſe words in a tone 
which would have convinced Ethelinde, 
not. þ getber remarks" een aſſured 
he” exile” to which this amiable - 
had: devoted herſelf, was rather 
of: — than choice; and, with in- 
creaſed curioſity, Ethelinde was anxious 
to know what: had compelled her to 
abandon a world where her talents and 
. £25; virtues 
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virtues muſt have made her r reſpeck 0 =" 
bv and why her lik" as thus 
buried in (obſcurity. The lateneſs of the 
hour which had alarmed the delicacy of 
Davenant, who was more fearfulof catch - 
ing cold than the moſt tender woman, 
Vas an additional motive to Montgomery 
to attend Ethelinde home; and when ſhe 
beſought him not to take a trouble ſo 
needleſs, he anſwered—* Rather call my 
attendance a luxury, which it would be 
extreme cruelty, to deny me. A walk by 
moon- light on the borders of Graſmere 
Water, with Miſs Cheſterville, is a bappi- 
neſs which no yOu hope to _ n. 
| once in his life.“ i 54 HENNA 10 A 
They proceeded. Rk ade) this 4 
5 bays Davyenant offering his arm, Which 
5 Ethelinde, as ſhe uſually. did, declined; 
and almoſt immediately the irreſiſtible in- 
elination ſhe felt to enjoy the gottverſation 
and ſecure the favourable opinion of 
Moatgor ry, ſo far ra e na- 
t This 8141 227 JH ie n mebieutal | 
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an good metiag⸗ that- Davenant, a . 
being always indifferent to her, now en- 
tirely eſcaped from her mind; and while 
_ ſhe liſtened to the remarks of Montgo- 
mery, replete with natural taſte and po- 
etical enthuſiaſm, ſhe found them ſo much 
| in uniſon with her own feelings, that the 
_ univerſe ſeemed to hold nothing elſe wor- 
thy of her attention: and when, on their 
arriving at the gate of the park, Mont- 
gomery ſtopped, reminded her of her 
promiſe. to ſee his mother, and, wiſhing 
| her a. good night, ſuddenly diſappeared | 
acroſs the lawn—ſhe had hardly courage 
to return his parting compliment; but, 
feeling: diſheartened and unhappy, walked 
| filently into the houſe, uninterrupted by 
Davenant; who, piqued at her [neglect of 
himſelf, and mortified- at the preference 
ſhe had: ſhewn to a young man whom he 
conſidered as a mere peaſant, ſpoke not; 
but went ſullenly to join the company, 


while: ſhe retired to her own room. 4 
| F 0” 31/5 ol Where 
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ce Where is Ethelinde * enquired Sir 
| Edward of Davenant. eo 
e She is come as,” replied "Oe « and 
pan young eſa nn an 
be .A. 
4 And is he here now = aſked 1 Sir Ea- 


ol Noz he tft MiG Chelterville at bake IF 

ee e 13 Y 

& Well, Tom, and * "oy you | think 
of him ?” ſaid Miſs Newenden ; „ Ig he 
not a pretty fellow ?” | 

e As to that, Ma'am, I 1 no ſkill 
in 1 ſiding of gentlemen's beauty.” 

I' ſwear,” cried ſhe, © Tom Dave- | 
'nant is envious of him. He knows that 
there is not any of his dreſſing, lounging, 
toniſh friends half ſo well looking. As | 
to Tom himſelf, he has no chance in the | 
world. All the miſſes hereabouts are dy- 
ing for this Adonis of the North.“ 

c Upon my word, Ma'am, ſaid Da- 
Venant, reddening with anger and vex- 
ation, 
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ation; 1 never put mf ch on a | footing | 
in any reſpect with this perſon, who may 
or may not be a gentlema an; and as for 
the miſſes you ſpeak of, I, have no am- 
bition to rival him in their favor.” 2 Sgt 
Pooh!“ ſaid Sir Edward, ee you are 
not ſo very young I hope, Tom, as to 
mind Eleanor's rattling. But where 1 
Ethelinde? is ſhe not well?” _- | 
At this moment however. the ano 
the room. Sir Edward dared not ex- 
preſs the pleaſure which the ſight of 
her always gave him; but not being 
able to forbear examining her face, he 
thought he ſaw in it a peculiar ex- 
preſſion of ſadneſs; and, when Lord 
Danesforte addreſſed her, of confuſion. 
His Lordſhip rallied her on her grati- 
tude; enquired how ſhe approved, on 
land, of the young man who had been 
ſo fortunate in another element; and 
enquired ſneeringly what was Mr. Mont - 
Wer 8 eſabliſment f? 
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ſmile; and, before ſu 
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1 HE temper of Davenant, though 
: appeared to have no ſtrong bias, was yet 
much tinctured with that mean jealouſy; the 
infirmity o of narrow minds, whieh eannot 
bear the ſucceſs of another, even in Points 
wherein they really feel no other intereſt 
than that which ariſes from colplinitt _ 
malignity of conſeious inferiority towards 
eminent abilities, beauty, or fortune. Phe 
praifes which had been beſtowed on Mont- 
gomery had imparted” to the heart of 
Davenant this ſpecies of corrofive'diſcon- 
tent. He neither loved Ethelinde' or wall 
human being but himſelf; but the. en\ „ebe 
N _ D wt 


Abu erte Puig him wt. 
redoubled ſolicitude to purſue! Einelnds: 
and determined * 151 n uin 


1 et | * * 
+ 


(6 


3 = \ — 


' 4 
. | +. 
oy - F * 1 
» : Y 
8 Sm Ok; 
Fa $5 g * a 
F 6 5 
* * * F 44 
e ̃ ͤ . ]¶ VA ˙ VX. Oe" op Ir 
1 > CT” . 2 
74 — "% * bs yu = 
— 5 


n 


1 
J rats Fay 
3 N 
= . 

— * -y / * ad by > 

I r 

" 2 
- = 
n — 


Et 


: if 112 = Tu : 1 vo e 


ber lover, to convince Montgomery char 
he muſt no zügen preſumptuouſly aſpire 
to the honour, of her notice. This reſo- 
lution being ſtrengthened by the advice of 
Lord Danesforte, Davenant addreſſed him- 
ſelf the next morning: to Sir Edward x pl 7 
ſorne confuſion owned his partiality to 
| Miſs Cheſterville ; ; and deſired his intereſt, 
and. chat of ad nnen, prone 
_ ſuit. FFV 
Sir Edward, who. had ahi nee ceaſed 
to think of this alliance, received this 
_ ;avowal with a good deal of ſurpriſe; and 
not being able immediately to determine 
on àn anſwer, he begged Davenant to give 
him @ dayrto think of it. 
As ſoon as he was alone he began te to re- 
Bett on the ſituation of Ethelinde, and to 
call his own heart to an aceount for the 
ſations he felt at the r 
he not likely,” ſaid he, . to be left in 
indigence if her father ſhould: die? Has 
„ hearing dependance: 


THE RECLUSE OF THE LAKE. NY 


What bt have 1 to obſtruct a matriage 
which would fecure her affluence? and 
why ſhould I obſtruct it? Can ſhe ever be 

mine? Do J even wiſh it? Am! villain 

enough to entertain any other deſigns? 
and is not my affection for her as pure as 
her own gentle heart ? Let me then pro- 
mote this marriage, ſince it will be ſo ad- 
vantageous for her. Yet to whom would 

I give her ?— TO Davenant! Has be an 

heart capable of feeling her value? Is he 

a man with whom Ethelinde ean be happy? 

And may I nor, inſtead of promoting her 
ſelicity, betray her into the moſt inſup= _ 
portable of all miſeries ??—Theſe reflec» _ 

tions rapidly fucceeding each other, ſtill 

keft Sir Edward undecided and unhappy; _ 
when a ſervant, who had been ſent. to the 
- poſt, e to 525 the 6 letter: 


© Cleveland-Rowy N 
be. My. dear Sie, 0 Pe: T . Sept. 4, 17—. 


. Particular and moſt unpleaſant eir- 
eumſtances oblige me to ſolicit the W : 
6 yOu to ſend my eat back to me 


F © 
f > 


- 


— 


as > Ga, as poſtble. 1 wi not, * Sir 


from. you the unhappy conduct of my 
fon, added to an unfavourable turn in my 
affairs, has involved me I fear beyond all 
recovery. „ . 
© I know not what. it may. * neceſſary N 
bor me te do, but at all events my Ethe- 
Ude will conſole and aſſiſt me. Do not 
bowever ſhock her, by telling her my rea- 
ſons for wiſhing her to return before her 
couſin; but rather give any that you think 
will be plauſible, and ſave her at leaſt 
ſome days of fruitleſs uneaſineſs. To your 
_ friendſhip I leave the regulation of her jour- 
ney; only entreating you to reſtore, as ex- 
peditiouſly as you can, the bleſſing of her 
preſence to your faithful and ed {ers 
vant, 1 


HI. Cas VUE 


0 ? 


This letter completed the uncaſineſs of 
Sir Edward. It convinced him of what 
he had long ſuſpected that Cheſterville's 
affairs were in an unhappy ſituation, and 

| Dl eee ar 
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Edward, attempt to conceal my ſituation 


M54 


* RECLUSE or 7x7 LAKE, | 175 


8 Ethelinde vould bf Sofrioith(s. Un- 
able to determine whether he ſhould take 
immediate meaſures for complying with 
her father's requeſt, or inform him of 
Davenant's propoſal,” his mind grew more 
perturbed. To have time to diſcuſs this 
point at liberty, he ordered h his eg and 
rode out. | 
Miſs Newenden was gone out RO 
but Davenant did not as uſual accompany | 
her, and was engaged in a match at bil- 
liards with Lord Danesforte. Lady New- 
enden, and ſome of the ladies, were looking 
on; but Ethelinde was, as uſual, in her own. 
room. The game was become very inter- 
eſting; for Lord Danesforte, on whoſe 
ſucceſs Lady Newenden had betted, had 
conſiderably the advantage, when the ſer- 
vants introduced Mr. Montgomery. Da- 
venant, Yiready vexed at his ill ſucceſs 
turned pale at the fight of him. The ladies 
received him with politeneſs, and Lord 
| Danesforte with that careleſs familiarity 
with which he generally treated his infe- 
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riors. After a ſlight bow, and « your 10 - 


yank; Sir, to Montgomery, he turned again 


to Davenant, and deſired him to conti- 


85 nue his play; and. Montgomery advancing, 


towards. Lady Newenden, enquired whe - 
ther he night be allowed whe honour of 


eg inſenſible Lady NR 


| could not preſerve her. coldneſs towards 
him, ſo very enchanting was his addreſs; 


but anſwered that Miſs Cheſterville ſhould 
immediately be ſummoned. She than rang 
the Wand deere a ſetvant to call Ethe- 
linde. 
At the idea 1 freing 3 bie, 
all her ſpirits were in alarm: her heart beat 
quick; her hands trembled as ſhe would 
| have opened the door of the billiard room. 
Conſcious of her emotion, ſhe ſtopped. a 
moment to recover her ſpirits; but finding 
her tremor increaſe, ſhe found it uſeleſs to 
heſitate; and, entering, made to Montga- 
mery, who immediatel 4 ee hes 
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an inanicolate compliment a about his 0% 
cher. pant 48 Mee e een 4:27 (3 
My h Madam,” f. an 15 ep ap- 


b that you might quit this part 1 
of the world before ſhe can have the ho- 


nour of waiting on you! here, preſumes to 

; enquire whether, without her returnin g the 
viſit with which you honoured her, ſhe. 
map really hope to fee you again. The 
rheumatic complaint under which ſhe has 
occaſionally ſalfeted, returned again laſt 
night with ſome "increaſe; and prevented 
her from fer any attempt to thank you 
for the favour you did her yeſterday. Un- 
derſtanding that in a few. days the family 
depart, ſhe fears that ſhe may ſee yoοο n 
more: ſuffer me then, who am alſo deeply 
intereſted in the, enquiry, to aſk if bs ating I 
likely indeed to be ſo/ unfortunate 2” © | 
Indeed 1. never thought! of he 75 
on the ceremony of Mrs. Montgomery's | 
returning my viſit but intended this even- 
ing to have waited on her again.?! 
64% And uy till, 1 hope, intend i. At and, 
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i will ſuffer, me to be the. wel. dome meſſen- ; 
ger of ſuch your obliging intentions. 
May I ſay to her, that at an early hour in 
the afternoon ſhe may expect to ſee you?” 
To this, Ethelinde anſwering in the 
affirmative, Montgomery, remained a few 
| moments longer, which he paſſed in ad- 
drefling himſelf to Lady Newenden and 
her friends, and then took his leave. whe 
„e What a very pretty young man l“ 
axclaimed : of the ladies; one won- 


mu 1 4 5 


Is. how he has acquired ſuch manners 


here; or, having elſewhere Math bow, | 

how he came here,” 5 

- 2708 Probably,” replied. ans: e a na- 
| cural ſon of ſome man of faſhion.” , 

ee. Miſs Cheſterville then, ſaid — 
„ malignantly ſmiling, has 

made a fortunate acquiſition in the ac- 


quaintance of his mother“ 


| 4 This remark, and the manner. 1n high | 
it was delivered, extzemely hurt Ethe- 


uncle: ſuch a; ſuſpicion had never oc- 


curred to her: _ . ſhe was Peeluaded | 
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it was falſe, yet could ſhe not dine 1 
den the pain it gave he. 1 
e Why does your Lordſhip believe 15 
or why db you, Madam, believe that Mr. 
Montgomery that Mrs. Montgomery . 
She 1 mene INCA was tri pint 5 
S6... ” 5 
Nay, 1 believk i eng age it, 44 
know nothing,” Bw ani his Lordlhip ; 
«© how indeed ſhould I ?” * | 
Nor do I,” faid the 70 cc poſi- ; 
tively believe any thing about it; only 
ſuch a young man ſeems not to be the 
ſon of a mere farmer, or ſuch a ſort of per- 
_ fon; He has had a good education, and 
certain. y has ſomething of faſhion about 
him that is, ſomething that beſpeaks him 
deſcended from no plebeian race.“ | 
5 I thought,” ſaid Ethelinde, “ that you | 
had uſſMerſtood, as I did, that he was de- 
ſcended from a younger branch of the noble 2 
family of his name in Scotland, and that his 
mother was a native of that country.“ 


1 Did * your tell us fo?” faid- Lady i \ 


Newenden. | 


. 


12 r 0 2, on: 


Newenden. 61 really had n it, 


but now I recollect, I think ſomebody ſaid 
ſio to Sir Edward. As to myſelf, Ethy : 
knows I never pretend to diftate; otherwiſe 


Ii ſhould ſay that ſhe runs ſome riſque of 


repentan e in thus engaging in an acquaint- 
ance with e in an 1 Maas. 
tion.. 
cc It i is at Jealt A of 4 Miſs Cheſter 
"ville's 8 liberality of ſentiment,” rejoined 
Lord Danesforte. But you know 
; that ſometimes people of a certain ſtyle 
=} make acquaintance at water-drinking 


dl. == places, which are almoſt always dropped 


"the next winter; and | Miſs Cheſterville 
31 becoming known to Mr. Montgomery and 
huis mama nearly i in the ſame Manger, he. 
doubtleſs means ſo to drop. _—_ 
This, which was intended fora lively ally, 
Vas received with much applauſe by the la- 


| dies, and by Davenant, whe laughed loud- 


er and longer than any body at all his Lord- 
ſmip's bon- mots. Their mirth was not in- 


| radi WP the engtantt * Sir Edward, 
| | (PLL whoſe | 


* % 28 5 | 
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| whe air off 3 and encibald was 
unnoticed, or at leaſt unattended to, while 
che party repeated to him the very good 
| ching which had dropped from my Lord. 
Ethelinde however had left the room: 
and the company ſoon” after diſperſing to 
dreſs, Sir Edward was again at liberty ta 
ruminate on the ſubject which had oecu- 
pied his thoughts the whole morning, and 
to which the mention of Montgomery had zh 
added a new ſource of meditation 
He knew that Ethelinde had ſo much 4 
ſenſe, and a mind fo much under the do- 
minion of reaſon, that there was leſs reaſon 
than with the generality of young women, 
to fear ſhe would improperly fix her affec= 
tions: yet he alſo knew that ſhe had great Ds, 
ſenſibility, and A very warm and tender 
| heart, When to the advantages of perſon 
which Montgomery poſſeſſed, the circum- 
ſtance was added of her owing to him her 
life, a recollection which could not fail of 
produeing the livelieſt gratitude in her bo 
ſom, Sir Edward could not but dread the 1 
Ven, bh UG. conſequence. 2 
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| conſequence of her frequently loving 3 
him: yet he could neither, determine 
earneſtly | to encourage her union with 
Davenant; nor had he yet collected cou- 
rage enough to tell her that her return to 
ber father was immediately neceſſarr. 
This uneaſy indeciſion continued — 
inner. Ethelinde came down in her hat, 
as if equipped for her walk; and, on ſome- 
thing being ſaid which led to it, Davenant 
aſked her, with all the courage he could 
aſſume, whether he might have the good | 
fortune to attend her, $6 

_ 66 No, Sir—1 thank you,” was ber only 
"anſwer. : 
cc 'You will not Cindy walk 3 Miß 
Cheſterville ?” ſaid Sir Edward. 

7700 Why not, Sir? what have It to fear? 
4. The darkneſs of the evening, which | 
now cloſes i in very ſoon. Pardon me, but 
it ſeems to me very improper.” | 
The gravity with which. theſe words 
vere e rp Mies. who. 
1755 _ faid, 1 


THe” RECLUSE or rar xx. 


5 e 
8 3 


to my going?“ 5 
| 4 Alone, I certainly do- e 


c Then if L 
one of the: foot! 


'P 


berech her Ladyſhip: ce bur do not 


pay Davenant a very ill compliment, WEE 


he fo gallantly offers to attend you 22> 
« Notat all , replied Ethelinde, N 


ing her vexation: . though 1 hold myſelf. 
bound to pay the trifling attention of a vit 
to Mrs. Montgomery, in conſequence of 
the obligation! 1 owe her ſon; yet, as Mr. 
Davenant feels no ſuch neceſſity, why 
ſhould I, by accepting of his offer to attend 
me, ſubject bim to the poſſible inconve- 
nience of 1 Fo an Se R i 


4 


ace? 


This anſwer turned the Magd ain 
Davenant; who, thoroughly fulky, ow i 


it with a very ill grace. T he footman was 


ordered to attend Miſs Cheſterville, and 


8 . | Sir 


4 gd, . Sir Runa, cih 1 


dy Newenden can pa 
770 I ſhall 18 to borrow 


<7. * 


one for the Walk i 1 "I 9 
c Oh! 5 you may takt _ 100 will” | 
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Sir Edward tried to ſee her depart hve: 


betraying farther ſymptoms of the real 


_ fate of his mind; and forcing himſelf ; into 
the amuſements that were going on in his 
wife's drawing room, attempted to paſs 
the evening without thinking of Ethe- 


linde. He attempted it however in vain; 
and all his efforts, though they ſeemed to 
conceal his pain from others, had no power 


to TORRE. its. acurgneſs even OR a mo- 
ment. Fy 4 : 4 


When Eichelinde arrived at the cottage 
of Mrs. Montgomery, ſne found her alone, 


and delighted with the pleaſure of ſeeing 
her young friend. The firſt interview indeed 
had been deciſive. That irreſiſtible at- 
| traction which the ſenſible and ingenuous 


feel towards a character congenial with 
their own, that ſecret ſympathy which the 


' ſelfiſh and narrow-minded frequently con- 


ſider as the effect of romantic enthuſiaſm, 


had already attached them to each other; 


and this ſecond meeting ſerved to confirm 


dhe favouratl: een of the firſt. With 


4102 NE: a form, 
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2 form, over which the hand of time ſeemed 
to have paſſed in vain—and to a face, faded 
indeed and wan, but animated by fine eyes 
and an expreſſion of melancholy reſigna- 
tion which made it infinitely intereſting 


Mrs. Montgomery poſſeſſed a ſuperior un- 


derſtanding, and an heart which had ac- 


quired in the ſchool of adverſity fortitude 
to bear its own ſorrows, with redoubled 
feeling for the calamities of others. 
Throw into obſcurity, the dignity of her 


mind ſupported her; and, amidſt ill health 


and long misfortune, ſne had been not only 
reſigned, but grateful that her ſenſibility yet 
remained, and es mu had ſuch a ſon for 78 


its object. IT . 370 
Echelinde had not hoes PROF? with 


_ courſe, He had been that of Ethelinde's 
thoughts from the moment of -his taking 


leave of her in the morning; and ſhe now 


felt more uneaſy than ſhe was willing to 
own even to herſelf, at ſeeing) that he was 


* '+ 144; 


1 her 
before he became the ſubject of their diſ- 
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not 4 his mother, 3 vs knew that 


. ſhe was to be there. 


Charles, faid Mrs. Montgomery: « js 
0 on his uſual amuſement ; but I hope 
he will drink tea with us. I would have 
detained him the whole evening, that he 
might have enjoyed the pleaſure of your 


company: but he ſaid that he ſhould ſpoil 


ourtete-a-tete; and that he had better deny 
kimfelf a pleaſure he ſhould perhaps never 


enjoy again, than become ſubject to eternal 
regret, in having taſted and loſt it. You 
will eaſily perceive, Miſs Cheſter ville, that 


my ſon, young as he is, has not been al- 
ways accuſtomed to the recluſe life he now 


leads. Charles indeed was born not to the 


ptoſpects which from his family he ought. 


to have had; but to ſuch as, however inade- 


quate to his birth, were yet very different 
from thoſe he now has before him.“ | 
de Since you encourage me, Madam,” 
replied Ethelinde, I will own to you, that 
merely to ſee either you or your ſon in a 
Jitwation ſo remote and ſolitary as this, 

could 


f 
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could hardly fail to render even apathy | in- 
quiſitive. Judge then, whether curiofity 
is not raiſed after I have both ſeen and beard 


you. Indebted as I am ro your ſan for the 
preſervation of my liſe, is it poſſible for me 


to help-withing to know ſome particulars 


of perſons to whom ck have ſuch obliga- 


tions?“ 
And you ſhall 158600 ; if the ſtory of 
a life marked with much forrow, without 


any uncommon adven ure, will not 2 fatigue 


you.” 


cannot confer on me a greater favour.” 

_ «Painful it certainly is, to carry back 
the memory to the paſt, where the death 
of the deareſt of our friends, and the de- 


fection of others, have marked too many 


of our years. Yet let me ſay and I hope 
I may fay it with honeſt exultation that 
I have alſo a ſatisfaction in re-tracing the 
; paſt ; ſince 1 calamities have been ſuch 

were. curred neither by * or guilt; 


G4 


. $8 Ahl nn me, that if i its recollec- 
tion and relation are not painful to you, you 
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and ſince 1 truſt that He, whoſe pleaſure i it. 
was to afflict me, has accepted of my en- 
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deayours to bear mp Cd with for- 


; ce My "ALE was a native of . 


£ of the noble family of Douglas. He was 

à younger brother of a younger branch, 

and married very early in his life a young 
woman as well born and as indigent as 


himſelf. In the year 1745 he was among 
thoſe who joined the unfortunate Charles 


Edward : and he fell at Culloden, leaving | 
me then, about twenty months old; and his 
wife, then not more then ſeventeen, entirely 


dependent on the bounty of his father; and 
overwhelmed with the greatneſs of her ca- 
lamity:- but when ſne held in her arms 


her unfortunate orphan, the ſole legacy 
and ſole memorial of a man whom ſhe had 
fondly loved, ſhe ſtruggled againſt her un- 


happy eee and os on 108 ee 
r 55 
„Though peace was at 3 We 7 
to the wretched country, which had been 
5 N 5 


wn 
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too long the ſeat of deruesvn, many fa- 
milies found themſelves totally impover- ; 
| iſhed; and none had ſuffered more than my 
grandfather, who, having narrowly eſcaped 
with life, ſurvived to lament the loſs of 
three brave ſons, and to ſee great part of 


bis property in aſhes... He lingered only a 


twelvemonth afterwards, and then ſunk 
into the grave, leaving his ſmall patrimony 
to his only ſurviving ſon, who had himſelf 


a numerous family. My mother. ſaw; or 
fancied ſhe ſaw, that he could willingly 
have diſpenſed with any additional burthen; 


and ſhe determined to go to England, 
where ſhe hoped to be received by a bro- 


ther of her own who was ſettled in London. 


5 Thither ſhe conveyed herſelf and me in the 


cheapeſt way ſhe could, and was received 


| by her brother (who had ſunk his illuſ- 


vith kindneſs indeed; but ſuch Rindneſs as a 
mind narrowed by perpetually contem plating 5 


| Ty ſhews to the poor who are a 
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on chem. His wife, by whole: means his 1 
fortune had been promoted, convinced him 
chat his ſiſter and her child could not be 

3 commodiouſly received into his houſe. 
4 \Lodgiogs were however provided for her 


| in the neighbourhood, and ſhe boarded with 
ber brother: but the ſecond month of her 


thus living was not paſſed, before the neg- 
le& the felt from him, and the pride and 
ill nature of his wife, taught her to expe- 
rience in all its bitterneſs the miſery of de- 
ce. Born with very acute feelings, 
and at an age when every. ſenſibility is 
awake, my mother found this. ſituation 
every day more EY Vet whi- 
ther could the. turn? She had neither 
knowledge of buſineſs, nor any means of 
engaging in it. She had no acquaintance 
An England, and not in the world any friend 
who had at once the power and the vil to 
aſſiſt her. 
r Almoſt the firſt circumſtance which 
2 any impreſſion on my mind, was the 
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dalpedimetoubgr daofom, And wept over 
me, While. me called n che ſpirit of _ 
departed Douglas to-behold the wretched- 
neſs of his widow:and his orphan. At that 
age, however, it is only a flightfketchnow 
and then of ſome violent paſſion or ſtriking 
eircumſtance that reſts on the memory f 
an infant. I have no recollection of auß 
thing elſe, till the ſcene was greatly 
changed, and in my childiſh Po n 
. amended. 196055 
_< It Was Luder; and * at chat 
and the mercantile inhabitants of Lons 
don were leſs accuſtomed than they now- | 
| are to go to country villas, yet my uncle, 
who was.growing rich, had one near Ham- 
merſmith, where he uſually repaired wich 
bis family on Fridays, returning again to 
town the beginning of the following week. 
The weather was uncommonly het; and. 
my mother, Who was never of theſe par- 
ties, but was left in London to ſhare the 
dinner of the ſolitary ſervant who took 
| care * the houſe, fancied that I had. for + 
w 6 6 Z many 


— 


h Er I TIE on 


FDEP a drooped for want of air; 18 
alarmed by that idea, ſne took, after the 


family were gone, an hackney coach; and 


directed it to e moo” to wy uu of 
. Park. f ; 
% Though be 8 was eee it had 


5 ed ſo much power, that, in walking 


throughthe park with mei in her arms, that 
I atleaſt might not ſuffer, ſhe became ex- 
mely fatigued. She ſaw. people go- 


> ing into Kenſington Gardens: thither ſhe 


went alſo ;; and, to avoid obſervation, be- 
took herſelf to an. unfrequented part of 
them; where, quite overcome with bodily 
fatigue and mental anguiſh, ſhe threw her- 
ſelf on a ſeat; and, training me to her bo- 
ſom, began with a torrent of tears to la- 
ment not ſo much her own hard fate as 
that which awaited the infant of her loſt 
Douglas, whoſe name ſhe. frequently re- 
peated, broken by the ſobs and groans 


whicha thouſand tender recollections of him, 
and poignant fears for me, extorted from 


"ip F tem a1 delirium of ien ſar- 
row 


. "HEE 
- SW. „ . * . 


# ex ' 
a 4 — — 


"OP - Alirmed vp. this addrefe tom 4 | 
ftr anger, my mother aroſe; and making an f 


effort to conquer her emotiom and conceal 
her tears, ſhe thanked him in an hurried 


voice for his politeneſs, but affured him | 


that ſhe was as merely fatigued by the Heat 
of the weather, © _ * now | haſten 
home. e 
He wits not however to be ſo eaſuy 
biken off. If my mother had at firſt 
ſtruck him as a very beautiful young 
woman, he was ſtill more charmed when 
' ſhe ſpoke; and when, amidſt the confuſion 


ſhe Was under, he obſerved as much un- 


affected modeſty as natural e 
It was in vain that ſhe entreated him to 
leave her, and aſſured him are Men 
in a very diſtant part of the town with 

eres a brother, 


| - 


5 ld . eee r | who fats x 
denly approached her, and ehquired with 
great politenels, yet witk great warmth, 
by he kas litres was of nature which { 


<2; 
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254 
#- bnather, into whales houſe: ſhe ber 
nt introduce ſtranger, and that ſhe | 
ſhovld. be otherwiſe much diſtreſſed by 
his atrention. He would not leave her; 
bot taking ane up in his ams, be car- 
ried me out of the gardens, and then 
7 delivering me to my mother, he ran to- 
yards: the palace, to procure, as he ſaid, 
a coach.. My mother, who trembled, ſhe 
| Knew, not why, at the politeneſs ſhe could 
not reſent, now hurried on in the hope 
of eſcaping from her new acquaintance ;. 
but ſhe had not proceeded an hundred: 
paces before he was again at her ſide, 
again took me in his arms, and, under 
pretence that there was no coach to be 
had where he had been, but that one 
Would probably be met with if they 
' walked: an, he engaged her to proceed, 
till a coach. oer them not ſuch 


and dhe arms 0 of Dougles. q | Wente n 
* * 0 Engliſh family. 
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c Now, ſaid he, ſtopping as it came 
up, © here is a carriage, which ſnall convey 
you and this little cherub to your home. 
Yau will not, I think, refuſe me the ho- 
nor of accompanying you, that SY ; 
afterwards take me to mine. 
Again my mother urged every an 5 
ſhe could think of to prevail upon her 
new friend to deſiſt from a proof of 
attention which could only diſtreſs her. 
He would hear nothing; and the warmth 
of his importunity forced her, in ſpite 
of every objection, to get into his coach, 
where he ſeated me in. her __ and . | 
_ folf y ner i!! 1 
c« He then attempted to guet is | 
fears by entering into diſcourſe on the 
topics of the day; in which he exerted 
himſelf ſo effectually, his manners were 
fo eaſy, and his converſation ſo enter - 
taining, that the agitation of her fpirits 
gradually ſubſided, The ſoothing voice 
of friendſhip, of pity, of ſympathy, which 
ſhe had not heard for maby, many months, : 
Pas: | _ | 


a. 


rr, o 


x36. 


. made its way to her boſom; and 


when he inſenſibly turned the A 


from leſs intereſting matters to her own 


condition, the tears flowed from her eyes, 


ſoltneſs pervaded her heart, and ſhe con- 


fided to this ſtranger, whom ſhe had not 


yet known above an hour, the unhappy 
uncertainty of her ſituation; the actual 
miſery ſhe ſuffered herſelf; and the an- 
guiſh. which weighed down her ſpirit 


when ſhe reflected that ſhe had no 
other portion to bequeath me than po- 


verty, ſervitude, or perhaps dependence, 
more bitter than either. In making this 
Avxowal, the had named her e and 
that of her father. 


2 „ Tes, eee 5 We 
J heard, as I liſtened to you in the 
gardens, the name of Douglas. I am 


1 | myſelf of the race; for my mother was 
ry ee ſuch a circumſtance, added 


to the captivating beauty of the fair 
mourner to whom I liſtened, made my 


= eurioſity invincible, Dangerous curioſity! 


f & - : 
* +. ” * 
N : | 
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eacet”... AS Fei 
Ant lin ' 3 . 


N Not t to „ Hwell too Wette on 550 aten 7 
tal, let me fay. that this nobleman pro- 


ſelled.. himſelf , paſſionately, in love with 


the young, widow and though ſhe in- : 
ſiſted on his giving up ſo wild an idea, 


he declared before he left her 


. . 9 
12 * ta „ - * 


would by ſome means or other intros 8 
| duce, himſelf to. her brother, ſince to live 


without ſeeing her was impoſſible. It 
was with difficulty he was at length pre / 
vailed upon to leave the. houſe ; 5 and,. with 
out extorting permiſſion, from my mo- 


ther, he was there again the next day, a 
and eyery day, till the family returnedʒ CDs 
after which he me naged ſo adroitly, : 
ade an acquaint- : 
ance. with my uncle, and was in form 
invited to dinner; while neither himſelf 


that in 2 few days he 


or his wife ut all ſuſpected for whoſe 
ſake the acquaintance was ſo anxiouſiy 
cultivated, but were extremely elate at 


2 


the notice which, A; man of rank took 
* 1 
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of them, and the compliments he paid to 


the 1— and inte worth of men 


Hi 21339 red Not God RARE 1 


Baer Weender ebieh be Wound 
himſelf obliged to pay to the miſtreſs of 
the houſe, and the few opportunities of 
ſeeing or converſing with my mother which 


this method of viſiting allowed him, became 


very uneaſy to him: and at length, after 
long ſtruggle with himſelf, he determined 
to hazard telling her his real ſituation, 
He probably knew chat he had by this 


time ſecured fuch an intereſt in her heart, 


chat it was no longer in her power to fly 


from him, whatever her honour might 


dictate. Having with ſome difficulty ob · 


tained an opportunity of ſpeaking to her, 
he told her that he knew ſhe muſt long 
have ſeen his ardent and incurable paſ- 


fion; « which perhaps, continued he, 


41. ought never to have indulged; but, 


alas ! from the firſt moment I ſaw you 


my heart was yours; while reaſon in vain 


eee * ad” gn the fatal 
= truth 
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truth which you muſt now hear. 1 am 
already married I am not villain enough 


to attempt to deceive you; but liſten to 
what 1 have to add in extenvation of my 
| e before you condemn me to de- 


1 The: indignation. with which my mo- 


her received this acknowledgment, the at- 


tempts of her lover to appeaſe and ſoften 


her, I need not relate: having at length 
prevailed on her to hear what he had x0 


urge, he told her, that to gratify his fa- 


mily he had, when little more than twenty, 
married the heireſs of a rich and noble 


| family; plain, and even deformed in her 
perſon, with a temper ſoured by ill healtn 


and the conſciouſneſs of her own imper= 


ſections, and with manners the moſt diſ- 


guſting, For upwards of three years he 


dragged on a life completely wretched with 


a woman whoſe malignity of temper dead- 


enced all pity for her perſonal misfortune. 


At the end of that period ſhe was feized 


_ with the ſmall pox, attended with the worſt 
ſymp- 
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ſymptoms: but the neben acting on 
a habit conſtitutionally bad, failed to de- 
pPrive her of life, which would have been 
a bleſſing to them both; but left behind 
it violent epileptic fits, which continuing 
with increaſing violence for many months, 
had deprived her of the ſlender ſhare of 
reaſon ſhe ever poſſeſſed, and threw her 
at length into confirmed idiotiſm, in 
which ſtate ſhe had invariably remained 
for the laſt ſix years. Thus firuated, he 
conſidered himſelf, tho? the fatal tie could 
not by law be diſſolved, as really unmar- 
ried; and at liberty to offer his heart to 
the lovely object who now poſſeſſed it, 
though the cruel. circumſtance he had re- 
| lated made it impoſlible for him to offer her 
that rank in which it would otherwiſe have 
been his ambition to have placed her, and 
1 fo which ſhe ae done ſo much ho- 
0 15 was ho in my mother's arms: he 
| walk. me tenderly in his, and ſaid, < Inter- 
ede for, me, lovely Caroline, with. your 
| 55 | . mother! 
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mother! Ah! ſoften that dear, inexorable 
heart, and tell her that for your ſake ſne 
ſhould quit an abode ſo unfit for you both; 
and accept the protection of a man, who 
will conſider: and provide for her Caro- 
line as for a child of his own. He then 
hurried away, leaving a paper in which he | 
had repeated all he had before ſaid; and 
proteſting that his firſt care ſhould be to 
ſettle a fortune on me. That evening, my 
uncle and his family, who had been ab- 
ſent, returned; and it happened that his 
wife, who was always rude and unfeel- 
ing, treated my mother with an unuſual 
degree of aſperity. Her brother too, whe- 
ther from accident or from ſome intelli- 
gence he had received of his Lordſhip's 
viſits, ſpoke to her with great acrimony, 
reproached her with having been now 
above twelve months a burthen to him, 
and adviſed her to try if ſhe could not 
procure a place as companion to a lady 
or governeſs in a family; adding, coldly,: 
that he would in that caſe take care of 
1 : | . | +... 1 
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me, and put me out to nurſe, till 1 was 
old enough to procure a livelihood; + 
Honour, and reſpect for the memory 
of her huſband, had made in the breaſt of 
my mother à ſtruggle, which this inhu- 
man treatment rendered at once ineffeQtual, 
On one ſide, affluence, with the man 
whom | ſhe already loved more than ſhe 
was aware of, and a certain proviſion for 
the infant on whom ſhe doated, awaited 
her: on the other, poverty, dependence, 
and contempt; her child corn from her, 
and herſelf ſent to ſervice. The contraſt was 
tdo violent: ſhe retired to her room, 
and, without giving herſelf time for re- 
flection, wrote to Lord Pevenſey, and 
the next day quitting her inhoſpitable 
and ſelfiſnh relations, without giving them 
any account of herſelf, ſhe ſet out with 
his Lordſhip for Paris. A ſervant was 
provided for me: all that love and for- 
tune could offer were laviſned on her; 
and at an elegant houſe on the banks 


of the Seine ſhe was ſoon eſtabliſhed, 
( 75 4 | 


with 
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with a ſplendour, which however ed | 
9 to make her happy. e eee ee 
e's, «Still conſcious of the impropriety I 
of, her ſituation, ſhe, could never con- 
quer the melancholy that preyed on her 
mind; though ſhe ſometimes e. 
to have the daughter of Douglas educated 
and provided for, as his Lordſhip's fond 
neſs educated and provided for me, was 
in reality a greater proof of attachrnent 
to his memory than ſhe” would have 
ſhewn, had ſhe ſuffered me to have re- 
mained in the indigence and diſgrace to 
which the penurious and ſordid tener 
of my uncle would have expoſed me. The 
two ſons, whom ſhe brought my Lord, 
ſhared: her tenderneſs without lefſening it 
towards me; and while the utmoſt care was 
taken of their education as ſoon as they 
were old enough to receive inſtruction, 
I had the beſt maſters which Paris af- 3 
forded s and, with: ſuch advantages, almoſt 
exety European language at an early age 
wen PIR: familiar to me. Lord 
104 Pevenſey, 
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3 Pevenſey, who was as partial to me a8 i 

I had been indeed his daughter, and in 
- whoſe fondneſs for my mother time made 
no abatement, ſaw with pleaſure the pro- 
greſs I made, and flattered himſelf that 
he ſhould eſtabliſh me happily, though 
the ſituation of my mother (who, though 
the was treated in France with great re- 
ſpect, was well underſtood not to be the 
wife of Lord Pevenſey) was a very un- 
favourable circumſtance to me even in 
that country. The world however called 
me handſome; and I had received an edu- 
cation very different from that which is 
uſually given to young women in France. 
fourteenth year, Lord Pevenſey came to 
me, as I was drefling for a little enter - 

tainment which he had ordered on the 
occaſion, and wiſhing me joy of my birth- 
day, he ſaluted me, and put into my 
hands a bank- note of a thouſand pounds. 
Take it, my dear Caroline,“ ſaid he, 
A willing: teſtimony of m affection 


= . 
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for you. Uſe it for your ſmaller expences; 
and be aſſured that T will not negle& to 
make your future proſpects equal to the 
education you have received, and © which 
you do ſo much honor? 5! bor fi ava 
| © I received this: . $ aids 
Alas) my benefactor went in a few weeks 
to England, and I ſaw him no more. A 
ſtrange preſentiment of evil hung over my 
mother, whoſe health had long been very 
uncertain. She could not bear to take the 
laſt leave of his Lordſhip; and he, who 


lived but to oblige her, ſtill lingered, and 


delayed his journey, till repeated letters 


from thoſe who had the care of his eſtates 


compelled him to determine on it. His 
two ſons, one of ten the other of eight 
years old, were by this time at a public 
ſchool in England; and he promiſed to 

gratify my mother with the ſight of them 
on his return, which he ſaid ſhould be as 


ſoon as he could ſettle the e which 


called him over. | 
ce When he was gone, however, my 


Vor. EE mother _ 


\ 
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̃ mother fell into a deep elch s and ; 
as we were almoſt always alone together, : 
the talked very frequently of the incidents 

of her paſt life, related the particulars 1 
have repeated to you, and aſked me whe. 
ther I could forgive her for having thus 
been betrayed into a ſituation, which, what- 
ever it might be in the ſight of heaven, 
would in that of the world render me liable 
to eternal reproach. It was in vain I con- 
jured her to baniſh from her mind reflec- 
tions which ſerved only to deſtroy an health 
ſo precious to us all. Still they recurred too 
often; and her delicate conſtitution very 
viſibly ſuffered. After Lord Pevenſey, 
who had been uſed to write by every poſt, 
had been gone about ſix weeks, his letters 
ſuddenly ceaſed. My mother for ſome 
days flattered herſelf that i it was merely OW- 
ing to his being on his journey back; but 
her hope gradually died away, and the moſt 
alarming apprehenſions ſucceeded—appre- 
henſions too well founded. We were ſit- 


ting gener one morning, when a ſudden 
; buſtle 


— 
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| buſtle of the ſervants in the anti- room ſur- 
priſed us. I aroſe to enquire into the oc- 
caſion of it; and on my opening the door 
was ſhocked by the fight of my two bro- 
thers, and their tutor, who had been at- 
tempting to prevent their ſudden entrance. 
The poor boys on ſeeing me burſt into Fi 
tears; and exclaiming, Oh Caroline! my 'F| 
father! they ruſhed by me, and threw 
themſelves into the arms of their mother; 
who, wild with terror, had no power to : 
enquire, what indeed they ſoon told her.— 
Oh mama l' cried: they, our papa, our 
dear Papa, is dead! They have ſent us 
here to you they have taken him from us, 1 
and every thing that was his? - . 
ce The tutor, who highly reſpected my 
mother, now attempted to take the chil. 
dren from her; but ſhe held them in her = 
arms, while with a look which I ſhall never 
forget, and with the voice of piercing an- 
guiſh, ſhe enquired what all this meant? 
The worthy man related, in a few words, 
that Lord nne had been ſeized with a 
. H: 2 ow 
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feuer at one of his country kpuſes; where, 
after a few days illneſs, he died: that his 
brother, who became heir to his title, had 
inſtantly poſſeſſed himſelf of all his effects, 
and had directed the two boys to be taken 
immediately to France, and to drop the 
name they had hitherto borne. With re- 
luctance the tutor added, that the preſent 
Lord intended in a few days being at the 
vp houſe we inhabited, in order to receive the 
zewels and other valuables aich * 
to his drother. OY : 
No tear fell from the eyes . 5 dear 
unhappy woman; no ſigh eſcaped her 
heart. She deſired. me to tranquillize the 
poor boys (who ſtill fondly lung round 
her, weeping for their dear papa); and 
complaining that ſhe ſuffered great pain in 
her head, deſired to be put to bed. I re- 
mained by her; and endeavoured to excite 
her tears, while mine flowed inceſſantly: 
Hut the greatneſs and ſud enneſs of the 
calamity - overwhelmed her gonſtitution, 
1 it ſtill * to her mind ſtrength 
. enough 
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* to refle@& on che condition of her | 
children. 50 10 


„* Caralioe,t aid ne to me, as 1 Gar by | 
he, I ſhall probably be in a few hours 
reduced to that indigence, from which 
perhaps it were hetter 1 had never been 
relieved. - But your brothers for them 
ſuffer! The proceedings of the preſent 
Lord Pevenſey leave me little reaſon to 
hope that any will exiſts in England which 
ſeeures them the ample proviſion their 
father deſigned for them. There are, in a 
box which my Lord left, ſeveral papers 
| which he told me were. of conſequence: 
but they will be taken from me unleſs im- | 
mediately ſecured. Send therefore for 
neee and deltwes to bim that 
bon“? © 
« She chen waned me a hebe to bim. 
J had never ſeen Mr. Montgomery, though 
he was a friend of my Lord's. I haſtened 
to execute her commands; he flew to the 
houſe on receiving my meſfage; and in- 
ſtead: of a- man of buſineſs,” as I expected, 
” 8 I beheled 


r 
bes wot ant. A . 


— 4 


- — 


150 + ET et D O'R 


1 beheld a young man of about ſeven-and. · 
twenty, in the uniform of one of © thoſe 


Scottiſh regiments which were received by 
the King of France after their maſter's af- 


fairs became irretrievable. He had been 


quartered for ſome time in a remote pro- 


vince; but being diſtantly related to, and 
highly eſteemed by, the late Lord Pevenſey, 
he had conſtantly correſponded with him, 


and had been entruſted with his intentions 
relative to my W 27140 N 1 
5 _ | 


1 cannot deſtribe che Band of Mont: 
gomery. Suffice it to ſay, that his figure 
was even finer than that of his ſon, who 

reſembles him extremely. The warm and 


lively intereſt he took for my mother, the 


manly tenderneſs which he diſcovered 
when he ſaw our diſtreſs, and the trouble 


which he inſtantly undertook. to encounter 
for us, were powerful 1ncentives to me to 
- admire and eſteem him. I then thought 


him the nobleſt of human beings; and a 
few days convinced me that he deſerved all 


the 


_ 
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1 canis my young heart had convelind 


for him. The new Lord Pevenſey, who 
intended to have reached my mother's. 
houſe before ſhe could have notice of his 
journey (and was prevented only by the 
zeal of the tutor who had the care of my 

brothers), arrived on the third day after 
ſhe had received theſe fatal tidings. He 
was a man not much turned of forty, but 
with a harſh and ſtern countenance, a large 
heavy perſon, and a formal cold manner. 
He brought with him a lawyer from Eng- 
land, and engaged another in France to 
accompany him to the houſe ; where, with 
very little eeremony, he demanded of my 
mother all the jewels and effects of his de- 
ceaſed brother. 5 Summoning all her re- 
ſolution, and ſupported. by Montgomery, 
who never left her, ſhe tried to go through 
this dreadful ceremony with ſome degree of 
fortitude. She delivered, with trembling 
hands, a ſtar, a ſword ſet with brilliants, 
and ſeveral other family jewels. She then 
rene a caſket, in which her own were 
| . incloſed ; 
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incloſed; and Lord Pevenſey was PO, f 
them from her, when Montgomery inter- 
fered, ſaying that they were hers, and he 
ſhould not ſuffer her to part with them. 
_ + '*© It would be tedious to relate the ſcenes 
which' paſſed between Lord Pevenſey, his | 
lawyer, and Montgomery; who, finding 
it neceſſary, engaged lawyers on the part 
of my mother. A will of the late Lord 
had been found among the papers which 
he had put in the poſſeſſion of Montgo- 
mery, in which an annuity of eight hun- 
dred a year was ſettled on my mother, and 
all his eſtates charged with the payment of 
ten thouſand pounds to each of my bro- 
chers, and two to me. This will the pre- 
ſent Lord diſputed; and the contending 
parties prepared for law, the circumſtance 
of the caſe rendering it neceſſary that this 
contention ſhould be carried on as an in 
en as in France. | 
The ſpirits and health of my PE 
3 declined, The friendſhip, the 


UA kindneſs, of Montgomery alone 
. E _— 


a i. 
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ſupported her: but neither his attention or 
mine could cure the malady of the mind 
or bind up the wounds of à broken heart. 
T will not detain you with relating the 
various expedients for accommodation 
which were in the courſe of the firſt month 
propoſed by the relations of the family, 
who knew the tenderneſs the late Lord 
Pevenſey had for my mother; that he con- 
ſidered her as his wife; and that her con- 
duct could not have been more unexcep- 
tionable had ſhe really been ſo. Still lin- 
gering in France, and ſtill viſiting an houſe 
into which his eruelty had introduced great 
miſery, the proceedings of Lord Pevenſey 
wore a very extraordinary appearance. 
My mother was now confined” almoſt 
entirely to her room; and Montgomery 
conccaled from her his uneaſineſs at what 
de remarked: but to me he ſpoke more 
freely ; and told nie that he was very fore 
his Lordſhip had other deſigns than he 
ſuffered immediately to appear. In a few 
days the truth of his conjecture became 
evident. I was alone in a {mall room at 


. 
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FOGET) of che houſe;-where I had a harpſi- 
aur which I had removed thither ſince 
my mother's illneſs. She was aſleep. 
Montgomery, on whom my imagination 

had long been accuſtomed to dwell with 
inexpref ble delight, had been detained 
two days from us. Thoſe days had ap- 
peared two ages to me; and his abſence, 
combined with the uneaſineſs of our ſitua- 
tion, and the ſtate of my mother” 8 health, 
depreſſed my ſpirits, and I ſought. to 
- ſoothe them by muſic, _ A little melan- 
cCholy air, which 1 often ſung to Mont- 
gomery, was before me: it expreſſed my 
feelings; and I was loſt in the pleaſure of 
expreſſing them, when the door from the 
garden opened, and Lord Pevenſey ſtalk- 
ed, in his formal manner, into the room. 
* aroſe inſtantly from my ſeat; but 
he took my hand, and with an air of fa- 
miliarity bade me ſit down, again. Then 
draw ing a chair cloſe to me, he looked 
in my face, and cried Sweet Caroline! 


ſhe will not refuſe to ſing o me! She 


docs 
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does not hate r me; and wilt perhaps. be the 1, 
lovely mediatrix who ſhall adjuſt. all dif- | 


ferences between me and her mama,” 


<3, have no power, Sir, to adjuſt air. 
ferences,” anſwered. I, much alarmed at 


his look and manner, * Indeed vou. have, 


my charming girl,” cried he, attempting 
very rudely to kiſs me; © and if you will | 

only be ſenſible of the ſame friendſhip for 
me, as your mother had for my brother, 


every thing he left in her poſſeſſion, ſhall 


be hers. Nay, 1 will make you ſole miſtreſs 


of my fortune; and ſhe ſhall enjoy all 
the claims wi ich. her beloved Montgo- 


merry. 


«ci July: deſcribe what I felt at r. 


moment. I knew not what I faid, in the 


firſt emotion of terror and anger. I flew 
to the door, but it was faſtened. I then 
attempted to reach that which led to the 
garden, but he caught me in his arms. 


I ſhrieked, I ſtruggled to diſengage myr | 


ſelf; while the wretch exclaimed . Vio- 


lent airs theſe, for the daughter of Mrs, 


— 


= 6 N 


Douglas to give herſelf! Pooey: affect 
tion in a girl who has been brought up on 
the wages of proſtitution!' I heard this 
cruel infult ; but, unable to anſwer, I could 
only rebouble my cries. The monſter 
endeavoured to argue with me; but, in- 
capable of hearing, I tried only to eſcape | 
him; when the door was broke open with 
great force, and Montgomery r into 
"© room. 
ce Without ſtaying to enquire into the 
cauſe of my fhrieks, he flew ar Lord 
Pevenſey, whom he pinioned in a mo- 
ment to the wainſcot. A ſcene followed 
ſo terrifying, that I cannot do it juſtice. 
Lord. Pevenſey, far from apologizing for 
bis conduct, had the brutiſh audacity to 
repeat to Montgomery his inſulting far- 
caſm againſt my mother; and dared to 
4 intimate that he himſelf had taken the 
place of the deceaſed Lord. The agony 
into which 1 was thrown by the violence 
of Montgomery's paſſion, was the only 
thing capable of reſtraining it. Seeing 
. - | g „„ 1 me 
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me to all appearance dying on the floor 
| where 1 had fallen, he quitted his ad- 
verſary, and came to raiſe and re- aſſure 
me. Lord Pevenſey took that opportu- 
ſonal vengeance againſt Montgomery, 
and that he. would redouble every at- 
tempt to ruin my mother, whom he again 
inſulted with ſuch epithets, that Montgo—-— 
mery was with difficulty withheld from 
following him, and demanding an im- 
mediate reparation. Dreadful as this ſcene 
had been, it was ſucceeded by one which 
would have made me forget all its bitter. 
neſs, had not other conſequences follow. 
ed, When Lord Pevenſey was 'departed, 
Montgomery retutned back to me; and 
while I'thanked him, as well as I was able, 
for the protection he had afforded me, 
he confeſſed, with agitation almoſt equal 
to mine, that from the firſt moment he 
had ſeen me, he had loved me; that 
his affection, which had ſince desi 
Ws mw" had made him extremely 
attentive 
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me; and that he had been long con- 
vinced of the deſigns of Lord Pevenſey, 
and foreſeen that, to obtain me, he would 


affect delays, and hold out hopes of com- 


him, continued he, I could not have 


believed that his villany would have gone 
ſuch lengths, or have been ſo unguardedly 


betrayed. Now we have every thing to 


apprehend that e or chicanery e can 


execute.“ F 5 | | 
% This was no time 1 ln or gf. 


: 3 I anſwered that I feared only 


what might affect his perſonal ſafety; 
that the threats of Lord Pevenſey, in that 
reſpect, diſtracted me with terror; and that 
* I ſhould not have a moment's tranquil- 
lity till 1 ſaw a life ſecure, which I very 


frankly confeſſed was en dearer to 


me than my own. 


It would be hen pave to 


vou, my dear Miſs energie were I to 


the dcn of my ſentimivedsc A Game | 
too tender to be related followed; and 


we were recalled from the delightful 


avowal of mutual paſſion, by a meſſage 
from my mother, who had been awakened 
by the confuſion which had happened be- 
low, and whoſe, ſervants had indiſcreetly 
told her what they knew of its occaſion, 


As ſhe had been informed of ſo much, it 


was impoſſible to conceal from her any 
part of what had paſſed. Though Mont- 
gomery ſoftened as much as he could the 

opprobrious ſpeeches which Lord Pevenſey 


had made relative to lier, they ſunk 


deeply into her mind: he ſaw how much 5 


| ſhe was affected, and ended the conver- 


ſation as ſoon as he could. But, when he 


had leſt us, my mother deſired 1 would 
return to her, and thus ſpoke to me: | 
Caroline, I will attempt no ander to 


de you. I feel myſelf dying. A 


few days, I am convinced, will terminate 
my life, and my ſy fferings. 1. leave my 


poor boys with few friends to conteſt the 
THe 3-4 7 og A | | will 
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will of their father againſt: all: the weight 


of affluence and power. And youl ch 
child of my firſt affections 1 I leave you 


with all that fatal beauty, of which my weak 
heart has deen ſo fooliſhly proud, to en- 
doumter not merely indigence, but tho 
baſeneſs of a world, where your mother's. 
character, juſtified as I hope and believe it 
is in the ſight of heaven, will expaſe you 
to the infolent addreſſes of the profligate; 
where you will be told that, as the mother 
deviated from the narrow path of rectitude, 
the daughter cannot purſue it. My errors 
will be urged to betray my Caroline to de- 
ſtruction; and when the reflects on the 
example of her mother, - ſhe will Ry 
AW deſert her preceprs,” T061-2£-6 
The bitrer anguiſh 1nfiQed by cheſs 
. reflections here ſtifled her voice. I 
vas myſelf more dead chan alive; yet, as 
1 hung trembling over her on the ſopha on 
Which ſhe lay, Lattempted to ſay ſomething 
that might conſole her, and with difficul- 


ty articulated the name of nn 
8 Mont - 
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ae ry” cried my koche a8 Nu | 
as ſne recovered: her ſpeech oh! he is the 
vworthieſt, the moſt generous of human 
_ creatures} To him have, in a will which 
this paper contains, given the care of my 
two boys. But you l — oh Caroline Ii 
à man of his age a guardian proper ſor 
a lovely young woman of yours ? | have 
therefore addrefled myſelf in another paper 
to your father's family, and have beſought _ 


3 them to pity and prote& my Caroline. The | 


preſent you received from my deceaſed 
Lord, on your laſt birth-day, will reſerve | 
you at leaſt from the indigence I once ex- 
perienced. To Providence, to your own. 
good principles and wor. wer 
I commit the reſt.· * 5 

ee I had not courage to ſay that Mont⸗ 
gomery deſired only to have the ſtrongeſt 
claim to become my protector, by receiv- c 
ing my hand. But in the evening, when 
L ſaw him. I told him all that had paſſed; 
| Eagerly ſeizing on hopes ſo flattering to 
Us ardor of his —_— be — of 
me 


— 


me to allow * go to my mother, and 
propoſe our immediate marriage. She 
heard him with gratitude and delight; and 
though ſhe knew he had nothing but his 
commiſſion in the French ſervice; and that, 
being a catholic, he could never riſe to 
that rank in England which his high birth 
would have entitled him otherwiſe to expect; 
ſhe heſitated not to give her conſent. Yes, 
my dear child,” ſaid ſhe, at the end of this 
affecting ſcene, * in his virtues you will 


rage, protection. In leaving you to the 
care of ſuch a man, I die contented.— She 

grew dail y weaker ; but was anxious, even 

to a degree of impatience, to ſee us united 
before her death. Montgomery therefore, 
to conquer every ſcruple and every diffi · 
culty, procured a clergyman of the church 
of England, who married us in her pre- 


ſence; and at my deſire (who wiſhed. to 


ſnew Montgomery that I knew how to 
value —— the prieſt who offi- 
VJ cClated 


_ find fortune; in his honour and his cou- 
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ciated in his regiment mo the ce- 
_— a bock time. a 
no king Wl 
uniting our War more cloſely; and the 
| happineſs of a marriage where love only 
preſided, was perhaps too great ſor huma- 
nity: for thoſe! halcyon days were greatly 
obſcured by the increaſing illneſs of my 
mother; who declined rapidly for almoſt 
a fortnight, and then died in the arms of 
Montgomery, commending, with her laſt 
breath, her two boys to his protection. 
Her death, which, long as I had expected 
it, appeared utterly inſupportable now it 


arrived, threw me into à ſtate of lan- 


guor and dejection, from which I was 
ſuddenly rouſed by hearing that Lord 
Pevenſey, who had quitted France imme- 
diately after his diſgraceful diſmiſſion from 
the houſe, was now returned; and, en- 
raged to find that Montgomery was 
actvally my huſband, had determined to 
purſue, with all the eagerneſs that rage and 
hatred could inſpire, the pre ceſs by which 
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he, hoped to deprive me and my haben 3 
of our legacies, Nor was this all: the 
Montgomery he could not bear, though 
he had deſerved it; and he now ſent him 
a, challenge, which Montgomery | readily 
accepted; but, to evade the ſtriftneſy-of 
- thoſe laws which are in force in France 
againſt duelling, the place where they 
were to meet was fixed in the — 
* the Pope, a little beyond Avignon. 
Montgomery, anxious only to 3 0 
mis from. me, n a pretence for his 
journey; and telling me he had ſome 
military bubiacs to tranſact at Marſeilles, 
which would detain him for ſome days, 
be darted from me; concealing with cou- 
. cage” truly heroic the anguiſh he felt in 
knowing that we were e to meet no 
RS: mn nne j 
55 : Providence e him * me. 
He dangerouſly wounded his adverſary, 
and r2rvemed himfelf in ſafety. Then he 
nee cauſe of his abſence; and the 
8 e happineſs 5 
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bappineſs 1 felt at his ſafety was aug 
mented, when a few days afterwards we 
received from Lord Pevenſey, who be- 
lieved himſelf dying, renn viſited with 


ar JE of 0 Jetter of my 
brothers claims to the proviſion made 
ſor them by their father, and an order 
to his procureur at Paris to put an end 
to every ſuit depending againſt us. In 4 
few months Lord Pevenſey recovered; 
ve were put in poſſeſſion of our rights; 
and my beloved Montgomery, to whom 
I owed every thing, ſtudied not only how 
to make me happy, but wo purſue as 
near as poſſible that line of conduct which 
my mother would have done had the 
lived, A war was raging with great vio- 
lence between France and Enghnd and 
J was unwilling to ſend the two dear boys 
to a country where it would be now difficult 
for me to ſee them. But as I knew it was 
the deſire of my mother and my Wem 
to _—_ them * up in the pro 


+ 
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religion, 1 ſent chem with: their tutor to. 
Geneva.—l had hardly recovered the pain 
of this parting, before one much more 
grievous was inflicted. The regiment in 


which Montgomery had a company, was 


ordered into Germany. The ſituation I 
vas then in made it ſeem madneſs to think 
of following him; but I was convinced 
that I ſhould. not ſurvive his departure. 
He was to me, father, brother, lover, 
huſband! 1 had no other earthly happineſs; 
and without him the univerſe was to me 
nothing. At firſt his fears, for my ſafety 
; made him reſiſt my importunities: but 
he was compelled at length to conſent; 
and I followed him, . reſiding, wherever 
he was encamped ; and, however , horrid 
| the ſcenes were to which thus became 
a witneſs, 1 feared nothing but for his 
life that one dreadful apprehenſion hav- 
ing the effect of all violent paſſions, and 
making me forego, without miſſing them, 
every convenience to which 1 had been 
_ accuſtomed, and meet without apprehen- 
tes „ hon 
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* a thouſand. dangers to. which I was . 
hourly expoſed. _ 5 
„In a ſmall 1 on the 1 of . 
the Weſer, near the camp of Mareſchal 
de Conrades, my dear Charles was born, f 
towards the beginning of the campaign of 
1759. But he had not above ſix weeks 
bleſſed my eyes, and thoſe of his dot- 
ing father, before that dear father went 
out to the fatal field of Minden. 1 can- 
not deſcribe what 1 felt during the action. 
My faculties were ſuſpended by the moſt 
dreadful apprehenſions that could agonize | 
the human heart: this frightful ſuſpenſe 
was terminated only by the certainty of 
all 1 dreaded. The Engliſh were victors; 5 
and the ſervant who had long attended on 
Montgomery, had only time to tell me 
that he fell at the head of his company, : 
his arm broken. by a muſket ſhot, and 
receiving a thruſt from a bayonet in the 
breaſt. The man added, that, with a party 
of ſoldiers who adored their captain, 
he had attempted to bring his maſter ofr 
] = the 
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the field; but that they were cut ROT? | 
by a body of Heſſian horſe, who, driving 
every thing before them, had compelled 


_- him to abandon the enterprize. 1 believe 


that my ſenſes for ſome hours forſook me, 
during the horrors of a night too terrible 


to be deſcribed. The Engliſh took poſ- 


ſeſſion of the village where I was; but, 


fortunately for me, a young officer of 
that nation was the firſt who, in endea- 


vouring to prevent the exceſſes of the 
troops, entered the houſe where J re- 
mained with my infant i in my arms. 

* Rouſed by my fears for my child, I 
Teeined ſuddenly to acquire courage. 1 
demanded protection of the young officer, 
which, with the generous ardor of the 
truly brave, he inſtantly granted me: 
and, being himfetf compelled ro quit me, 
he gave me a corporal's guard; z recom- 
mended me to the men as an Engliſh 
woman ; and, having ſecured my ſafety, 
promiſed to return to me when the con- 
fuſion of the hour a little ſubſided. The 


1 ; ſtupor 
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Ropor of my grief being thus ſhaken: of 
for a moment, I recolle&ed that, if 1 ſuf- 
fered myſelf te fink, my bey, deprived 
of the nouriſhment which ſuſtained him, 
would periſh miſerably. I took therefore 
the ſuſtenance my ſervants offered me; 
but J neither ſpoke nor ſhed tears, nar 
heeded any thing that was ſaid to me; 
my mind dwelling on the. plan I had 
formed to avail myſelf of the generoſity 
of the Englith officer, and to engage him 
to aſſiſt me in finding Montgomery, 
whether living or dead. It was late be- 
fore this gallant young man returned to 
me: the moment he entered, he enquired 
eagerly after” my health and ſafrty. I 
thanked him as well as 1 could for the 
preſervation 1 owed to- him but added, 
that, to give it higher value, he muſt yet 
add another favour, and enable me to find 
the ors og my huſband, ho had 0 
che field. en ene iy 
ue t * at my n wad 
by ang to me that, beſides the terriſy- 
Vor. I, 7 OE ing | 


170 -ETHELAIND E, o 


ing ciretimftances attendant on ſuch an 
- undertaking, ſo unfit for my age and 
ſex to encounter, my endeavours would 


very probably be fruitleſs. Nor ſhould 


you, Madam,” added he, © ſo implicitly 

yield to grief: he, whoſe death you la- 

ment as certain, may be a priſoner.” 
.« This ray of probability would have 


| tcheered for a moment the blackneſs of my 


deſpair, had not the particulars related by 


Montgomery's ſervant left me nothing to 
Hope. 1 related theſe circumſtances to 
the Engliſh officer, with that gloomy | 
deſperation which precludes the power of 


edding tears. He ſaw the ſtate of my 


mind]; and generovſly reſolved not only to 


gratify me, but himſelf W me with 


aà party of his men. 


« With my little boy in iow) arms, for 


I refuſed to leave him as obſtinately as to 
F#elinquiſh my project, I went forth on 


this dreadful errand; to a ſcene of death 


and deſolation ſo terrible, that I will not 
ſhock "” by * to paint it—livid 


bodies 


> 


bodies covered with ghaſtly; wounds, from 
whom the wretches who follow cam Ps, 


man beings thus butchered by the hands 
| of their fellow creatur 
ſuch a ſenſation of ſick horror, that I was 
frequently on the point of fainting. But 
Montgomery among them, left to be the 


food of wolves or dogs! —that beloved 
face, that form on which my eyes had ſo 


doted, disfigured and mangled by birds 


of prey! — this hor rid image renewed : 


from time to time my exhauſted ſtrength; 
and the pity of my noble conductor, more 
and more excited in my favour, ſuffered 
him not to tire in the mournful . of 
attending me. 

ec We had however e in vain ſo 
much of the bloody field, that my ſearch 
ſeemed to be at length deſperate ; and my 
protector entreated me to conſider, that by 


a longer perſeverance I ſhould injure my 


own . perhaps deſtroy my child, 
| 12 without 


— 
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g war more hideous, were yet ſtrip- 
ping their bloody garments. Heaps of hu- 


s, affected me witn 


1 
— 
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uſe to the loſt object of my affection. 
It was now indeed night; but the moon 
ſhone with great luſtre: and juſt” as he 
had agreed to indulge me with ten minutes 
lotiger, on condition that I would then de- 
ſilt, the rays of the moon fell on ſometh ing 
White a few yards from me, which glittered 
extremely. An impulſe for which I cannot 
now account, made me ſuddenly catch it 


up: it was part of the ſleeve of a chirt; 
and in it was a button ſet with brilliants, 
that had once belonged to Lord Pevenſey; 
and which, as the diamonds ſurrounded a 
eypher formed of her hair, had been, after 
his Lordſhip's death, n of ee | 
to Montgomer r. rf: 
" I's This well-known enced 
me of one fatal truth that Montgomery 
was among the dead; but it revived the 
wretched hope of finding his body, which 
imagined could not be far off. My con- 
ductor allowed that it was probable, and 
85 * for the remnant of his clothes 
. 1 8 being 


without à poſſibility of being of * leaſt I 


being found, by ſuppoſing that it had been 
torn, and dropped in a diſpute for the ſpoil, 
which had happened. en the ander, 6 
| of the decealed+. ic; 5:5 
Animated by this Sek oh certain- 's 
ty, 1 more narrowly examined every ghaſtly 
countenance near. the ſpot ;. and at length, 
half concealed by the blood that had flowed 
from his arm, which was thrown acroſs, 
his face, $M diſcovered, thoſe, well- known 
features ſo dear to my agonized heart. 

60 Then that grief which bad hitherto 
3 ſilent and ſullen, ſuſpended perhaps. 
by a latent hope: of his being a priſoner, 
broke forth in cries and. lamentations. 1 : 
threw. myſelf. on the ground; ſpoke to 
Montgomery, as as if he was yet capable of | 
hearing, me; and in the wildneſs of my 
phrenzy proteſted that I would never 
remoye from the ſpot where he lay; but 
would remain there, and periſh with my 
infant, by the fide of my: huſband, - The 
young . officer, with all: that | humanity 


_ which.) characterizes the truly brave of 
FE OILS | 1 3 every | 


3 Ape + ; 


every nation, bore n 0 extravagance ; 
and with the moſt patient pity attempted” 
to ſoothe and appeaſe me, by calling off my 
thoughts from the dead, to whom I could be 
no longer ſerviceable, and fixing them on my 
child, to whom my exiſtence was ſo neceſ 
fary. But a new idea had now ſtruck me 
J inſiſted upon it that Montgomery was 
not dead; that I felt his heart palpitate; 
and that if I remained there, and watched 


by him, he would recover. I laid my head 
cloſe to his mouth; I fancied that, though 


feebly, he ſtill breathed. My generous 
friend, who imputed all I ſaid to the de- 
lirium of extravagant ſorrow, yet conde- 
ſcended to humour, in hopes of aſſuaging 

it; but when, in compliance with my 
earneſt entreaty, he enquired into the re- 
ality of my hopes, he fancied, with mingled 
aſtoniſhment and pleaſure, that he really 
found a ſlight pulſe in the heart, and that 
the body had not the clayey coldneſs of 
death, Fearful, however, of indulging 


me in an hope 0 if found fallacious, 
| might 


— 2 — 2 — —2—Ud. — 
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might drive me into madneſs, he only 


ſaid, that though he thought it improbable 
any life remained, yet that, to fatisfy _* 


me, the body ſhould. be removed; to the 
houſe where I lodged, where a ſurgeon 
ſnould attend to examine it; and if, as he 


greatly feared, there was indeed no chance 
of the vital powers being re- animated, I 


ſhould at leaſt be gratified in ſeeing. the | 


laſt offices performed; and ſhould, as long 


as J remained where I was left, receive, 


"EE. IT 


both in regard to executing that mournful 


duty, and to my own ſafety, every good 


office he could render me. 


The guard which he had directed 5 
follow us through the fie, approaching. 
on his ſignal, they were directed to 


raiſe the body he pointed out, and to carry 
it to the village from whence we came. 
Fatigue and terror were now equally un- 
felt; for though I had been too much 
agitated to diſcern thoſe ſymptoms of 
life which my protector had really found, 

and had merely aſſerted i it as an excuſe to 


1 4- remain: ; 
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remain by the body of my huſband, I was 
now ſure that I ſhould be indulged in i 
my grief, and that Montgomery would b 
receive the rites of ſepulture. The body 
was no ſooner placed on a bed in dhe . 


room I inhabited, than throwing” among; 


the ſoldiers my purſe, unſeen by their com- 


mander, I haſtened to give myſelf up to 


the dreadful luxury of forrow. I found 
the young Engliſnman already there, gaz- 


ing Attefively on the disfigured face, with” 


looks rather of doubt than of deſpair. On | 
my entrance he retired; Aaying, „Though 
I would not have you, Madam, too ſan- 
guine in encouraging hopes which will 


make 'a painful certainty. doubly cruel,. 


yet I cannot- wholly diſcourage them: that 
wound on the head, which ſeems to have 


been done by the hoof of an horſe, gives 
me the moſt apprehenſion; for the reſt ap- 
4 pear not to have heen mortal: : but the 


ſurgeon, who ſhall attend you tlie moment 
he can be ſpared from his duty, will be 


better able than Lem to tell you whether 
gn 1 | you 


ny RECLUSE. or dur! LAKE. | n 


: e really any en to flatter. ae 
1 elf N ene e ö , 

- 45657 en the ee ative. L 9 
| wa the. aſſiſtance of the French maid. who 
7 attended: me, waſhed. the blood from the 
face, and from the various wounds he had 
received. The ideas which had occurred | 
only in. the ravings of a diſtempered i ima- 
gination, now became real hopes ;. a flight 
pulſation appeared in the artery of the tem- 
ples; his heart certainly, though languid- 
Iy, beat. Ah! imagine my tranſports, 
| for. wards. cannot paint them—imagine 
what | felt, when the ſurgeon, who ſoon 
after arrived, declared that Montgomery 
was not dead! Far, however, was he 
from pronouncing that he would recover. 
Beſides the fracture i in his arm, which was 
Avery bad ONeE—A wound made byabayonet 
in the breaſt, which was not however very. 
deep and a violent wound on the head, 
where the ſkull had narrowly eſcaped a 
3 fracture — he had loſt ſo much blood, that it | 
was almoſt impoſſible to ſuppoſe he could 
8 5 "VS ſiurvive 
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furvive it; and his weakneſs was lexceſiive; 
that he remained wholly inſenſible, ſupport- 
ed only by drops of nouriſhment, whichl con- 
veyed into his mouth with a ſpoon ; and the 
furgeon dared not proceed Immediately to 
the neceſſary operation of ſetting his arm, 
leaſt the ſhock ſhould diſmiſs the feeble 
ſpirit which ſeemed every moment ready 


_ ro depart from its mangled abode. 


Let me be brief in an account which! 
ſee has affected you too much. At the 
end of a week, Montgomery, reſtored from 
the graſp of death, recovered his recol- 
lection, and knew me and his boy; and as 
the ſurgeons could not conveniently attend 
him where he was, my generous friend 
had him removed, as ſoon as it was poſ- 
üble, into Minden, now in poſſeflion of 
the Engliſh. There, at the end of a 
month, he was out of danger, but yet 
confined to his bed; and there, at the ter- 
mination of that period, he parted from 
his noble preſerver (for whom he felt all 
the friendſhip his Ane and perſonal 
; merit 
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merit deſerved), as he was then ordered 
to another part of Germany, and ſoon 
aſter returned to England. Before he 
went, he aſſiſted Montgomery to procure 
his exchange; which was attended with 
ſome difficulty, becauſe there were doubts 
ol his being a Britiſh ſubject. Having, 
however, by the inſtruction of this ex- 
cellent friend, procured ſufficient teſtimony 
of his being, though the ſon. of Scottiſh 
parents, a ſubject of the French King, 
his exchange as ſuch was admitted, and 
at the end of five months we returned to 
Paris. But Montgomery returned a crip- 
ple; for his arm, which had been with 
difficulty, and only by the extraordinary 
{kill of the Engliſh ſurgeon, ſaved from 
amputation, was rendered wholly uſeleſs, 
and he wore it always in a fling. The 
extraordinary circumſtance of his eſcape 


from death, as well as his great military 
merit, procured him the notice of the 
may" of France; who gave him, with a 
C256 $ C 
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pation, Tbhliserable at that time; and in 
that ſervice; the croſs of St. Louis. 
It Was now” that I' reaſonably” owe: 
for ſome portion of happineſs. Ang 
omeryy having been the fortunate 
fuſtrument, in the hands of Providence, to 
reſcue him from death; with a lovely boy; 
on hom we both 'doted; and a fortune 
equal. to our wants (for, with what aroſe 
from the intereſt of Lord Pevenſey's gift to 
me, and Montgomery's penſion, we had near 
four hundred pounds a year) —1 ſeemed to 
Have nothing left to with fory and ſome 
years did indeed paſs; during which my fe· 


Neity could hardly admit of increaſe. The 


_ 'early promiſe of merit which Charles's in- 
faney gave; every year ſeemed to confirm; 
it Was the principal pride aad-pleaſure of his 
father to be his inſtructor in every liberal 

ſeience, as well as in tactics; for, born in 

à amp; he ſeemed a predeftined ſoldier. 
Phough brought up himſelf in che, Catho- 
lc e eee Was ſo little of 
0 „ 05 Tt -& dies 
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2 pigot, that he ſuffered me to educate my | 


ſon a Proteſtant; 5 and that circumſtance 
only had prevented his early. entrance into 


the. French, army. Meaſures, however, 
were taking to procure him a commiſſion 


among. the Swiſs in. that ſervice, when a 
violent and ſudden illneſs deprived him of 
his, Parent. and protector, and me of tlie 
moſt. beloved of huſbands, and the ten 
dereſt of friends. 1 8. 
Pardon me, my Yearelt Miss Cheſter. 
ville !. Though I have long been familiar 
with ſorrow. though almoſt five years have 
paſſed fince this lamented event ; 1 cannot. 
always conquer theſe unavailing tears. 


— 


But wherefore ſhould L diſtreſs you: 5 T "have. 


only to add, that, at the death of my huſ⸗ 


band, great part of our income ceaſed, | 


and though 1 ſolicited a. continuance of 


at leaſt, part of his penſion, I found that 
under. a new reign his ſervices had' been 
ſuperſeded. by newer claims.. So many dif- 


ficulties aroſe, and ſo uncertain ſeemed' _ 


mx ſucceſs, chat, after an expenſiye appli- 
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cation at Paris and Verſailles for ſome 

months, I gave up all hope, and deter- 
mined to go to England; which, not- 
withſtanding my long ſeparation from it, 


| I {till conſidered as my country. 


ce On my arrival in London with my 


N ſon, I made myſelf known to ſome of my 
own and of Montgomery's relations, who 


were ' eſtabliſhed in employments about 
the court; and they, having underſtood 
my fituation, promiſed that they would im- 
mediately apply for a commiſſion for my 


Jon in the army, where 1 was compelled 
to ſuffer him to be placed; not only be- 


cauſe his own inclinations led him to pre- 
fer a military life; but becauſe our income, 


now reduced to leſs than two hundred a 
year, did not enable me to ſupport him 
without a profeſſion. | | 


« Allured by theſe promiſes, and piqued 


at the neglect I had met with in France, 


I relinquiſhed all thoughts of returning 
to that country. But, if T found ſolicitation 


and attendance irkſome there, theſe cir- 


Fi | cumſtances 
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FRY TORY were at leaſt equally painfyh-i in- 
Fo; and, after many months -of fa- 
riguing and inceſſant endeavours to obtain 
a confirmation of | theſe promiſes, I was 
weary of the taſk, and went to my friends 
in Scotland. My relations, at leaſt, were 
very numerous there; but many of them 
looked upon me and my ſon as foreigners 
cerned them to be intereſted; I ſtaid 
however a few months among them; 
and then determining to fix on ſome cheap 
retirement, I found this cottage; to 
which, expending a ſmall ſum of money 
on it, I removed my books and effects: 

and I have ever ſince lived here with my _ 
ſon, regretting nothing but that his talents 
and his virtues are loſt to ſociety. Vet 
why ſhould I regret it? He here ſtill cul- 
tivates his excellent underſtanding ; the 
virtues of his heart are preſerved in all 
their purity; and his paſſions, naturally 
too warm and delete, have here no objects 9 
ni | 1 kel = 
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: likely to render them. too. powerful * bis 
\ reaſon. ; From the little I ſaw of modern. 
young) men of faſhion, during my. ſhort. 
| Ray. in London, perhaps Il ought, rather 
to rejaice that my ſon is thrown at a diſ- 
tance from the contagien of their example; 
and that, with all their ſpirit, he is free 
from their vices. Far from murmuring at 
bis lot, his whole, ſtudy is to make me 
5 happy, by. conyincing-me he is ſo himſelf. 
| we equally underſtand ſeveral, lan- 
=_ guages, our reading 5 is pretty extenſive; 
and books are almoſt our only indulgence. 
Charles is a proficient, i a muſic. He un- 
derſtands tolerably every other ſcience; 
and in drawing is almoſt a maſter: and 
| by theſe reſources he contrives to paſs 
without wearineſs thoſe; hours when the 
weather forbids his going: abroad. We 
have been twice to ſpend a few weeks 
with my relations in Scotland: but ſhall 
I on to you that ſociety, ſuch as. J gene- 
mall meet with, ſerves only to 
20 54 +. 3%. r 
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return to this ſolitude more delightfuls 177% 
that my heart is now wedded to it; and 
that 1 have no wiſh fer any other enjoy 

ment than that I have found? indulging in 

this remote hermitage the tears which the 

memory of Montgomery render ſacred; 

and folfilling, at leaſt as well as I. am able, 
though not ſo well as 1 n my n et 

1 our n en 1% tin 

pas 1 3 8 Pans now. k : 
enter the little court, wiped away the tears. 
which in repeating this laſt ſentence hack 
| again filled her eyes, and received him 
vith à melancholy ſmile. He bowed oh 

gravely to Ethelinde; tenderly ſpoke, to 4 
his mother and deſired that his entrance. 
might not interrupt ſo. delightful a tète a 

tete. But it had now been ſome time 
nearly dat k; and the appearance of candles. 

reminded. Ethelinde that it was time to. 
return to the abbey, and that there were 
other beings in the world beſides Mrs., 

Montgomery a and her ſon; a circumſtance: 
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which had for-ſome © hours entirely eſcaped 
Trane,” - Wet | 
Phe narrative the had' head had din: 
many tears from her eyes. Fhoſe of Mrs. 
Montgomery bore teſtimony to the mourn- 
ful ſtory ſhe had been relating; and when 
lights we! brought, Montgomery inſtant- 
ly perceived what had been wag Er tink 
their converſation. | 
| Echelinde at length 1 roſe to 
go. With pain more acute than ſhe had 
ever felt before, ſhe bad an adieu, perhaps 
the laſt adieu, to Mrs. Montgomery; and, 
ſoftened} too much: to he able to reſtrain 
her tears, the ſobbed out, « God bleſs yout 
all happineſs await n deareſt, ;  —_— 
Madam ! 12 | | 
Mrs . Montgomery, not leſs affected, = 
more accuſtomed to ſorrow, preſſed her 
| — in her arms; and giving her hand 
to her ſon, ſaid, Heaven protect my 
lovely, my amiable young friend! Charles, 
1 272 me wait on Miſs W | | 


4 4 | | Ethelinde- 
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- Eihclinge' faintly'requeſted kim not to _— 
give himſelf that trouble. But he inſiſtec 
on being allowed to attend her; and pro- 
cee g with her along the fide of the Lake, 
he walked ſilently by her ſide for near half 
the way: at length he ſummoned courage 
to enquire when the family of Sir n 
Newenden left Graſmere Abbey. 
In a few days, I believe.“ 
« This then,” ſaid Montgomery, in the 
1 mournful accents, is probably the 
Jaſt oppo mity 1 ſhalb ever mer en p 
Miſs Cheſterville? ? 
. < hope not, faid Ethelinde faintly." 
e Alas! I dare not hope ever again 
to be ſo happy! You, Madam, are deſtined 

to adorn the moſt brilliant circles ; my lot 
is obſcurity—obſcurity, however, in which” 
I was well content to remain, till I beheld! 
excellence, and learned to feel the power 
of beauty, when united: with goodncls a and | 

_ underſtanding.” © 

This was too much for the ful heare: | 
of ny who- was already more 
ſtrongly 


1 * 
> 8 
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x . Prejudiced,. i in. farour 0 * 
young man, than ſhe had ever yet been 
for any, human, being. She gared not truſt 
her.yoice with an, anſwer. - Another long, 
ſilence enſued, broken, only by a deep 
ſigh. from Mong \Ery's, who. ot again 
ſpoke. n lian as: nan; as 01 

8 ab My mother, Ma lam, 2 e 
been 1 to kn the, events of — * 
N 8 105 wat, 1b wit avs” 85 


| Sed pen —— 1 * 
Engliſh officer, to whoſe humanity my 
father owed” the prolongation of 0 * „ 
was of the name of Cheſter ville? 
9 Of — Fc : e ited c: 
C Of Cheſterville — captain — 
Cheſterville..: Ever ſince I came to Eng- 
land, I have anxiouſly deſired to know if 
he yet lived, that I might find him; but 
Tifailed in my enquiries the little while | 
ſtaid in London; and ſince having had no 
means of information; I deſpaired of ever 
- Kaving the entifestion —__ him till 


* 105 41 . _ hearing 
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hearing that your' name was Cleterbille, 1 
flattered myſelf he might be Gf your kinn: - 


and 1 etermined to take the firſt 5 1g i 


unity of aſking you. dad 54 


— Good belt aun mange 8 


* 2 Unaccüſtofried to talk of the 
events of a Wär in which he Bere an actide 
part, I never heard him name this parti- 
cular circumſtance ; but T am well pet 
"A Ss 


Himſelf.“ * SE, Ter 4 


am (convinced Gt it ton“ replied 


2 


Minority; ce for methinks our families 
have been long acquainted.—1 dare not 


ttruſt myſelf to ſay, how proud my heart 
is of the idea that we are to renew an de- 
quaintance ſo enchanting, ſo flattering to 
me. 1 hope Mr. Cheſterville will not 
ſo far have forgotten his own ben eficence, 


as to be offended if 1 fill confider my- 


ſelf as known to him, and take the firſt 


opportunity of aſſuring him that the fon 
of Montgomery values Himſelf on inherit- 


ng the — owed by his father, Will 
4 you, 


f 1 - 
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vou, Madam, intercede for me, that I * 
become known to Mr. Cheſterville?“ 
) interceſſion will not, I am per- 

ſuaded, be neceſſary. My father will be 
happy to repeat to you, that whatever be- 
nefit his good fortune once enabled him 
to confer on your father, has been more 
than overpaid by your - min! hazarded 
your life for mine.” 8 8 
They were by this time arrived — 
gate of the lawn, where they had before 
parted. Montgomery ſtopped.— Is it 
then indeed, cried he mournfully, < the 
laſt time 1 ſhall have the happineſs of ſee - 
ing you in this country, and do you _ 
leave it in a few days? ꝰꝛ -- 
I believe ſo, replied fchelinde ; ce * | 
Ini not /e immediately as to preclude 
"the poſſibility of your ſeeing Sir Edward 
and the family again, if you are . 
to take that trouble. Leaſt, however, 1 | 
' ſhould ſee you no more, accept once again 


0. my thanks, and ever of my 8909 5 wiſhes !” 
8 7 In 


5 


50 ſaying this ſhe almoſt involuntarily held 
out her hand to him: Montgomery ſeiz- 


ing, carried it to his lips; and kiſſing it 
with an eagerneſs which forced her haſtily 


to withdraw it, he turned away and 1 5 


peared — while Ethelinde, heart. ſtruc 
and feeling loſt to all the reſt of the world, 
returned to her own room; and ſent an ex- 
cuſe to avoid joining the company, among 
whom ſhe was unfitted to pe. 
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HE next morning Ethelinde, a 
* moning. as much reſolution as poſſible, 
" endeavoured to drive from her thoughts 
the image of Montgomery, which per- 
petually purſued her; and to appear at 
breakfaſt with her uſual cheerfulneſs. Sir 
Edward, however, who had ſo long and ſo 
anxiouſly ſtudied her countenance that he 
© could gueſs at almoſt every emotion of her 
heart, eaſily diſcerned that all was not right 
there. Her gaiety was forced; ſhe af- 
fected an intereſt about things to which he 
knew ſhe was entirely indifferent; and, as 
ſoon as ſhe could without rudeneſs eſcape, 
ſhe made a pretence to haſten away from 
the company. 
Sir Edward could no longer delay in- 
b forming her of her father's wiſhes for her 
return; yet he dreaded the explanation; 


4 F . "39% | \ 
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but he now determined to follow her. He 
ſaw her go out; and, taking a ſhorter way, 
he met her in a copſe that terminated the 
park on the oppoſite ſide from the Lake. 
A winding path led through it; in which, 


| ſome time before he approached her, he 
ſaw her walk ſlowly along, in a thoughtful 


and melancholy attitude. As ſoon, how- 
ever, as ſhe perceived him, ſhe quickened 
her pace, and met him ſmiling, His looks 
were leſs gay: he took her hand, and en- 


quired why ſhe preferred' ſolitude to the 
amuſing party within doors. 

« For no reaſon in the world, * 6 
cauſe I am like nobody elſe; and, if it were 
not for my father, I ſhould like to renounce 
every ſcene I have yet been in, and to paſs 


the reſt of my life on the banks 4 Graſ- 


mere water. > 
„ Alone, Ethelinde ? yy Ae +, Sir 
Edward, ane, his Nase * on 


hers 
She caſt 3 down, and; bn 
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= Why not TRFE Sir Edward? "You 
know I have no fear of ſolitude,”  _ 
<< But Lady Newenden would ſay, thac 
1 young ladies who have ſuch a paſſion for 
e and woods, always aſſociate with 
them the idea of ſome gentle ſwain—ſuch, 
for example, as.Davenant/” 
ee He is, in truth, a gentle ſwain?” 
. Or of * the Ore . 
| \omery. ” 2 
„ Pooh! 'You Auw that I am hardly 
- acquainted with him.“ | 
« And have m, chought of clad 
 Erhelinde „„ | 
4 hope you do not believe me fo ſilly 
26d: romantic, as to need this ſort of rail- 
A4ery. Why ſhould you ſuppoſe I think 
particularly of Mr. Montgomery * 
„ Nay, I do not ſuppoſe it; nor will I, 
- my dear Ethy, rally you; for indeed 1 
have that to ſay to you, which makes me 
not hen be but e — Tour 


5 
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ce My father "ER Oh! 1 what of him ? he i is 
not ill?“ | 

« Do not alarm yourſelf thus. He is 
mas ill ; but by his letter ſeems not quite 
well: and he mentions a wiſh that you. 
ſhould return to any as ſoon as eu can 
make it convenient.“ 

« Dear Sir Edward, how long kin you 
known this? Where is his letter? Let me 
ſet out to-day, I am ſure he is ill; he is 
unhappy ; why ſhould I negle& a moment 
obeying him? I will go back to the houſe, 
and prepare inſtantly for my departure. 
Contrive it for me, I beſeech you, - that 
I may loſe no more time.“ 
 « Be more compoſed, I beg of you, 
Ethelinde. Reflect that nothing can hurt 
the colonel ſo much as your diftrefling 
yourſelf : nor is it in this caſe neceſſary ; 
for you may believe that, had he been ſeri- 
ouſly ill, he would have oy your i imme- 

' diate attendance.” ; 
Cannot I fee the Jetter? But at all. 


events T will inſtantly ſet out.“ 3 | 
TE «You 


þ, 


/ 


& 
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46 Lou wal, if” you deſire it, t to-morrow 
morning.” 1 
e Why not to-day?” ? 

ec Becauſe a conveyance cannot be pro- 
. perhaps; beſides, it is really un- 
| neceſſary to hurry yourſelf.— I wiſh to 
ſpeak to you on another ſubje&. Mr. 
Davenant has deſired me to offer you his 
heart and fortune. How are you diſpoſed 
towards him ? You muſt have ſeen enough 
ol his intentions to have conſidered of your 
anſwer,” 

<« Can you really, Sir Edward, aſk un 
queſtion, ſeriouſly ?” ? 

« Very ſcriouſly : at leaſt my 3 851 
ſion was very ſeriouſly given me; I _— 
promiſed to execute it.. 

« Of Mr. Davenant's bent Sir Edward, 
you already know my opinion; judge 
therefore, my dear Sir, whether his for- 
tune, ſplendid as it is, will tempt me, 
thinking as I do, to accept it. I am 
obliged to him certainly for his good opi- 
nion, and for employing you to acquaint 
5 | h me 
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me with it; but no conſiderations ſhall 
influence me to unite RT to Mr. Dave- | 
nant.” | | 
« He will, beser Wee expect 
ſome reaſons for a refuſal ſo peremptory; 
a refuſal for which, believe me, he is very 
little prepared.“ 8 
ee If he inſiſts on it then, I ſhall give them. 
But, my dear Sir, why waſte we time in 
talking of him, when my heart is with 
my father, and I am impatient to follow 
* 5 33 
« And will you leave no part of it dos 
hind ? will none of your good wiſhes re- 
main on the banks of Graſmere water? ꝰ 
_ « While you are here, you know they 
will,” anſwered Ethelinde, with her uſual 
frankneſs; and, putting both her hands 
into his, he preſſed them gently, and ſtifling 
a ſigh, ſaid - And your new acquaintance, 
Mrs. Montgomery, will ſhe retain no por- 
tion of your regard ?” 
5.08 Afuredly ſhe will ; and if I had time 
| YO 
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and ſpirits to tell you how indo the de- 


ſerves the regard of all the world —— 
| « You know then who ſhe is? I own her 


manner of life, and the appearance of her 
oſs has excited my curioſity.” PID 
Ethelinde then, unable to reſiſt the plea- 
- fore of talking of Montgomery and his 
mother, and ſecretly flattering herſelf that 
ſhe ſhould create a friend for them in the 
noble- minded and generous Sir Edward, 
related, in as few words as ſhe could, the 
outline of their hiſtory ; but, though ſhe 
_ paſſed over much of it, the vivacity with 
which ſhe ſpoke, the animation of her 
countenance, and the warmth of her ex- 
preſſions, convinced Sir Edward, who 


watched her narrowly, that the young 


man had made an impreſſion on her heart, 
to which it had hitherto been a ſtranger. 
The pang this conviction gave to his own, 
he immediately endeavoured to ſuppreſs; 
and, yielding to his natural generoſity, he 
became really intereſted for the mother 


and the ſon, 1 
Ethelinde 
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.- Biketinkde had hardly f finiſhed. her narra- 
tive before they reached the houſe, after 
going all round the Plantation; and then 


| - her father, his poſſible illneſs, his certain | 


uneaſineſs in her abſence, recurring to her 
mind, all her ſpirits forſook her. She en- 
treated Sir Edward to conſider for her the 
means of ſetting out the next day; and 


wiſhing him alſo to acquaint Lady Newen- 
den of the neceſſity of her leaving the ab- 
bey, the retired to her own room toirdulge 


her tears, which, for the firſt time in her 
life, where not wholly: for her father. - 
Montgomery, whom ſhe was perhaps 
never to ſee again! Montgomery, ſo ami- 

able, ſo unhappy, and to whom ſhe was ſo 
much obliged !—could ſhe help lamenting 
the probability of their eternal ſeparation? 

Accuſtomed, however, to ſcrutinize her 


con thoughts, ſhe blamed herſelf for the _ 
ſudden and powerful influence which the 
idea of this young man had gained over 


her mind; and ſhe determined to check 
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as much as poſſible a partiality ſo ſudden 
and romantic, that ſne would aſſurediy 
have blamed it in another. , 
| This reſolution was eaſily made, but dif- 
ficule to keep. All other converſation was 
importunate and fatiguing to her. She 
was reſtleſs, abſent, unhappy ; and, while 
her duty and tenderneſs to her father 
urged her to an immediate departure, the 
thoughts of ſeeing Montgomery no more, 
ol being perhaps forgotten by him, added 
to the depreſſion of ſpirits which the ap- 
pPrehended illneſs of colonel. Sam 
e. | vo, 

She could not, however, Wil appearing 
at dinner. Sir Edward had already in- 
formed Lady Newenden of her intended 

journey, who received it with great indif- 
ſerence: but Davenant put on as melan- 
choly a look as his vacant features could 
aſſume ; and Lord Danesforte, the mo- 
ment he could get an opportunity of ſpeak- 
ning to her, lamened that the party was to 
| he 
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N deprived of its moſt ebe ſupport ; 


and aſked 1 the would allow. him to-fre | | = 


997 


her ſafe part of the way 
e By no means, my Lord ;I entreat your 4 
Lordſhip not to think of taking that trou - 
ble.” —She ſpoke this aloud; and Lady 
Newenden turning her eyes upon them 
with a look of diſpleaſure, he found that, . 
in hazarding too much with one, he might 
loſe his ground with both; he therefore de- 
ſiſted for that time, and contented himſelf 
with animating the purſuit of Davenant, 
knowing that Ethelinde had rather a dif. 
like than a partiality towards him; and that, 
| removed as ſhe would be from any farther : 
acquaintance with Montgomery, little. was 
to be apprehended from her affection to 
another. He thought fo lightly of the prin- 
ciples of -women, that he doubted not but 
that he ſhould be able to triumph.over her 
underſtanding, if opportunity was offered 
him, by the ſame means which had enabled 
him to boaſt of his good ne Wich ſo 
5 many others. 
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| When the company diſperſed after din- 
ner, Davenant followed Sir Edward, to en- 


quire the event of the negociation he had 


been entruſted with.—Sir Edward, hurt 
himſelf at being thus deprived of the com- 
pany of Ethelinde, and uneaſy at the unplea- 
ſant proſpect which the embarraſſed ſitua- 
tion of her father's circumſtances offered to 
her, was ill diſpoſed to be teized by Dave- 
nant about an affair to which all his fears 
for her future fate could not induce him 
* heartily to wiſh any ſucceſs : yet, aſhamed 
of appearing out of humour with a man 
who had not really offended him, he pre- 
pared with patience to liſten to Davenant; 
who, with an afſumed confidence, ſaid, 
4% Pray, Sir Edward, what was Miſs Cheſ- 
.* terville's anſwer ? 1 hope ſhe is not—1 | 
think indeed ſhe cannot be-—averſe to my 
propoſal. 3” , Fg . 
.« She ſeems, ww averſe to any 
propoſals of marriage. At preſent her 
* are occupied: by ber father's in- 
an. 1 
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diſpoſition: you nite wait, nA 
more favourable opportunity“ 
ce I cannot ſay, Sir Edward, think it is 
pleaſing to be kept in ſuſpenſe. With ſuch 
- a fortune and ſuch ſettlements as it will 
be in my power to offer her, I think ſhe 
may not find it vo difficult to deter- 
mine.“ M TOE 
ce If fortune was ber 1 ech, cer- 
tainly ſne would not; but Ethelinde un- 
luckily expects many other qualifications 
in a huſband, —She expects a heart ca- 
pable of underſtanding her value, and a 
taſte which ſhall teach whoevegſhe marries - 
to appreciate more than mere perſonal per- 
fections. But in truth, Davenant, I cannot 
adviſe you upon the ſubject: it is a com- 
miſſion which you know I did not wiſh to 
_ undertake. It will be fitter ſor you to 
ſpeak to her yourſelf; ; you will then page 
of the probability of your ſucceſs.” bet: 
Davenant, though unwilling to ſuppoſe 
that a man of his conſequence could meet 
| 6 refuſal, began however to doubt anew _ 
K * Whether 


5 
8 * 


% — 
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whether ſome. * in favour of 
another had not produced the coldneſs 
Vith which ſhe had received the overture 
made by Sir Edward. He went to Lord 
Danesforte; and ſcrupled not to tell him, 
with mingled ſullenneſs and reſentment, 
- that his firſt advances had by no means 
been received with the A he 
had expectet. 
_ His Lordſhip rallied.-h him on his abi 
nimity.— Faith, Davenant,” cried he, 1 
thought you had underſtood women better, 
A beautiful girl, who like Ethelinde has 


been accuſtomed to be treated as a future 


goddeſs, and has been brought up with no 
other perſuaſion. but that her perſon will 
make her fortune, expects attendance, 


adulation, and almoſt idolatry. You are 
as cold and as timid as if you had never 


1 converſed with any woman ſuperior to your 
| bed-maker at Oxford; and therefore ex- 
pected a repulſe, the very apprehenſion of 

Which generally produces it. Let her 

en Wat. you are any in love with her; 
1121 4 "ad 
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and that you are ready to fight for her— ” 
to die for her—or to live with her; and 
the angel will deſcend from her ſeraphics, 
and conſider the ſubſtantial and terreſtrial 
comforts. of a fortune of five or ſix thou 
ſand a year. Speak boldly then your own 
pretenſions, mixed up with a ſufficient 
quantity of flattery ; no matter how 
ſtrong—ſhe has been ſo much uſed to it, 
that you muſt ſeaſon it high to make her 
attend. If ſhe goes alone, aſk to eſcort 
her yourſelf; and ſpeak—reaſon to her. 
Upon my ſoul ſhe is a lovely girl; and is 
to be forgiven for a little pride. But be- 
lieve me, whatever airs ſhe may give her- 
ſelf, ſhe has too much ſenſe to have oc- 
caſion to think twice about the final 
acceptance of you, though ſhe may like 
to coquet a little, and teize you for a month 
or two, to ſhew her power.“ 

Thus encouraged, ' Davenant felt be 
reſolution revive. Though his heart was 
not intereſted, his pride was now deeply en- i 
gaged ; and of that pride which ariſes from ä 

YL 12 8 1 


- 


the conſciouſneſs of wealth, he had a great 
deal. But- conſcious alſo of ſome defi- 
ciency which he had neither ſtrength of 
mind to correct, or candour to own, there 
was ever about him a mixture of haugh- 


tineſs and baſhfulneſs, eſpecially when he 


found himſelf in company with people in 


whoſe eſtimation he well knew mere riches 
were not an equivalent for a cultivated un- 
derſtanding, or an ingenuous heart, 
The intellectual perfections of Ethelinde 
were ſo far from increaſing her charms in 
his opinion, that he would have liked her 
better, if, with as lovely a perſon, ſhe had 
poſſeſſed an underſtanding even inferior to 
the generality of women; ſince he had no 
inclination to encounter the ſcrutinizing 
eye of refined ſenſibility in his courtſhip, | 
nor was he much diſpoſed to acknowledge 
the ſuperiority of his wife after marriage. 

But her beauty and her noble birth would 
gratify his vanity, and acquire for him 
ſome of that eclat which he coveted in 


* n world; while he imagined 
1 | that 
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{ that his diſintereſted g generoſity, i in marrying 
2 woman without 3 would ſecure 
not only her gratitude, but his reputation 
for n. of _—_ for the * hay bs | 
life. 

When he left Lord W bu en 
quired for Miſs Cheſterville z and hearing 
from the ſervants that ſhe had walked out 
into the park, he followed her.——Encou- 
raging, almoſt unknown to herſelf, an 
hope of once more meeting Montgomery, 
Ethelinde had gone out of the park; and 
inſtead of taking the well-known path to- 
wards Montgomery's houſe, which ſhe 
fancied ſhe defired to avoid, ſhe took that 
which wound up the fide of one of the fells, 
and which Sir Edward had cauſed: to be 
cut through the rude ſurface, among. bruſh 
wood and low trees; it led almoſt per- 
pendicularly up to a little alpine ſpot 
among the rocks, whence a ſtream burſt 
out, whoſe waters were accumulated pro- 
| bably on the top of the fell, and hurrying 


down its ſide, were N from hence 
| | 7 into 
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into the Lake below. Sir Edward had 
made a ſort of cave under the maſſes of 
ſtone, ſupported by rude pillars; and though 

dark tufts of trees concealed it on three 
ſides, yet on the fourth it opened to a view 


of the Lake, towards the village where the 


dwelling of Montgomery was ſituated. Sir 
Edward had, in one of their rambles, ſnewn 
the place to Ethelinde; and thither ſhe now 
went, to indulge thoſe thoughts which 
made her unfit for ſociety, and to take a 


laſt and diſtant leave of the houſe which 


held thoſe friends ſo w acquired, yet 


| fo deeply regretted. 


- She ſat down, faint and out of . 
ed her eyes towards the white cottage, 


7 glittering on the unruffled boſom of the 


Lake, and ſighed deeply. 
Would I had never - Iris theſe. 


amiable people; ſince we are ſituated ſo 
wide of each other, that I ſhall probably 
never meet them more! ſince they have 
given me a ſpecimen of ſocial pleaſure 
which I cannot taſte where I uſually am, 


and yet cannot ceaſe to regret ! Among 
mo 
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| beings how different do my days move on! 
 —with Lady Newenden, thinking wholly 
ol herſelf; with Miſs Newenden, who loves 
nothing but her horſe; or among a crowd 
of inſignificant women, eager after rrifles, 
and occupied often in the cruelleſt defa- 
mation, to gratify either their malice or 
their love of talking. How much ſuperior = 
is Mrs. Montgomery, in her cottage, to 
the moſt affluent among them, ſurrounded 
with ſplendor ! How much ſuperior is her 
ſon—good God! how much ſuperior to 
ſuch a man as Lord Danesforte, with 
his title, his figure, his immenſe eſtate; and 
powerful intereſt ! How much more re- 
ſpectable than Davenant, with his five 
thouſand a year, his univerſity education, 
his ſtud, and his ridiculous indulgences, is 
the unattended, unaſſuming Montgomery! 
the child of ſorrow, born amidſt blood 
and carnage! educated by a father who 
had ſeen and braved all the miſeries of 
war, and cultivated all the arts of peace; 


1 now ſupporting a n. mother! 
: with 
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| with ne which might raiſe him to the- 
molt enviable ſituations, but with an heart- 
that ſets him above them all! 
Montgomery has nothing! had he the 
ſortunes of Lord Danesforte, or of the in- 
ſignificant, ſelfiſh, narrow- minded Dave- 


nant, how differently: would he uſe his 


power! Poſſibly he is happier as he is. 
Ah! may nothing ever diſturb his hap- 
pPineſs, or that - of hrs beloved, his amiable 
mother! 
| Fa lebthe eyerof-Bctlinde while - 

theſe. reflections paſſed though her mind. 
| She held her handkerchief to her face; the 
ruſhing of the torrent- near her prevent- 
ed her hearing any-other ſound ; before, 
therefore, ſhe was conſcious of his ap- 
| mus; Montgomery was at her ſide, - | 


She ſtarted when ſhe perceived him, 
and endeavoured to conceal that ſne had 
been weeping; while he, advancing, ex- 
claimed, in the moſt animated accents, | 
I abſolve Fortune for ever for all her 

cruelty 1 After being ſo happy as to meet 
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you here ſo vnexpectedly. L ſhall | never | 
complain again!“ 

«Unexpectedly indeed!” cir Ethe-- 
linde, hardly finding breath to ſpeaæ. I. 
could not have imagined that any body but 
myſelf had frequented. this lonely ſeat.” - 

„ Pardon me; it has long been a 8 
ite ſ pot of mine, and will now be more than 
ever haunted ;. for ſo ſtrange a compoſition 
is the human heart, that there is often a. 


delight in indulging regret; and ſuch will 


de my occupation here, when remember 
that I here ſaw Miſs Cheſterville, per- 
haps for the laſt time.“ 

Ethelinde tried to force a nile, ai 
anſwered —* Did you not make to me the 
fame ſpeech when we parted laſt ?” 

© Ah! forgive then the tautology. Ho 
indeed can a man think of varying his ex- 
preſhons, when his heart is ſenſible only 
to one invariable impreſſion of incurable 
unhappineſs, and hopeleſs regret?” 
Ethelinde ſtill attempted to turn off. this 
diſcourſe, by ain to conſider ſuch 
| ſpeeches 7 


* 
F EY 
1 
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| ſpeeches as matters of courſe ;- but tar 
voice and looks ſo ill ſeconded her inten- 
tion, that yielding to the tenderneſs and 
concern ſhe felt, ſhe turned away, and 
was obliged again to take out "bee: hand- 
 kerchiek. 

Montgomery, Jeprived of all tation 
© by theſe ſymptoms of ſenſibility, forgot 
that he had determined never to diſcloſe 
to its object a paſſion inevitably hopeleſs; 
| Gince his own circumſtances were ſuch as 
"muſt make it madneſs in him to think of 
uniting himſelf with a woman who had no 
fortune. He had learned that Ethelinde 
Was the daughter of a younger brother of 
a family not very opulent; and though his 
heart had on his firſt acquaintance with her 
acknowledged her perfections, and had 
ſince been more deeply intereſted at every 
interview, he thought he ſhould have com- 
mand enough over himſelf to conceal his 
partiality in the preſence of Ethelinde, and 
philoſophy enough in her abſence to con- 


_ it for ever. 
F 1 : But 


But the fight of her tears, the idea of 
her feeling pain at their ſeparation, over- 
turned at once all theſe wiſe reſolutions ; | 
and with an emotion which only true paſ- 


fion could produce, he ventured trem- 


blingly to diſcloſe the attachment which 
he now felt was invincible; and while he _ 


deſcribed its violence, lamented the pro- 
bability of its being ſucceſsleſs. 
Ethelinde, as ſincere as ſenſible, was 


incapable, in the preſent moment, of con- 
cealing that ſhe ſhared this indiſcreet paſ- 
ſion.—“ J cannot diſguiſe it from you, 


Mr. Montgomery ; my obligations to you, 


and your own merit, have made an im- 


preſſion on my heart which will never 
be obliterated. Conſcious of the impro- 
priety of indulging ſuch a ſgptiment, I 


will own to you that I would gladly have 
forgotten it; yet why ſhould I wiſh to 
do ſo? Though we ſhall perhaps meet 


| no more, though our deſtinies ſeem to 


render a more permanent acquaintance 


3 impoſlible, 
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———— CAE — 


impoſiible, I may ſurely n a friend- 
ſhip, a i 

Words v were wantiage but her tears ſpoke 
more forcibly, than language could have 


done, the emotions contending in her 
boſom. 


Good God!” enclaimed the . 

and paſſionate Montgomery, for what 
am I reſerved? To meet the lovelieſt, 
the moſt amiable of women; to find her 
generoſity and compaſſion awakened for 


me, and to be certain that I ſhall ſee 


her no more no more hear of her, per- 
haps, unleſs that ſhe has bleſſed ſome | 
more fortunate man with that hand and 


that heart, which are all that I covet on 


f earth. Poverty ! adverſity ! obſcurity ! I 
have hitherto endured all without a mur- 


mur! But now I feel how bitter it is to 
be thrown out of that line of life, from 
whence I might have dared to look up to 


ſupreme happineſs.” 


1 vangot bear this,” ſaid Ethelinde. 
5 Let me leave this place; and let us 


| endeayour 


* 
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A ien to ſubmit to that deſtiny which 5 
we probably cannot change. Remember 
5 claim your mother has upon you, 
and ſuffer her not to feel the pain of * 
1 unhappy.” | 

c Believe me, Madam, 1 * ſed 

every argument with my own heart, 
which your conſiderate -compaſſion can 
| ſuggeſt; and you will recolle& that, far 
from indulging this dangerous paſſion, by 
| ſeeking the frequent pleaſure of behold- 
ing you, I tore myſelf away on the af- 
ternoon you paſſed with my mother. 
Ah! fruitleſs precaution ! it was then too 
late to ſuppreſs the admiration - which J 
felt from my firſt interview, and which 
every ſubſequent one has contributed to 
heighten into an attachment that Can end ö 
only with my life.“ 

« muſt not liſten to this fort of con- 
verſation, Mr. Montgomery, ſaid Ethe- 
linde, riſing to leave him; while ſhe doubted 
whether her trembling limbs would carry 
her from the e Adieu, Sir! May 


all 
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all happineſs await you ! and may Mrs. 
Montgomery“ She could not fi- 
niſn the 3 but, turning away, 
was haſtening towards the 8 that ** 
down to the abbey. 
N Suffer me, however,” ſaid 1 
mery, © to attend you home. I know 
I ought not to have ſpoken to you as 1 
have done; but when I know not whe- 
ther I ſhall ever ſee you again 
An interval of filence enſued; and 
Ethelinde endeavoured to recollect her- 
ſelf, and to ſummon ſome degree of 
fortitude and reſolution. To have liſtened 
to a young man, almoſt a ſtranger to her; 
3 to have confeſſed a paſſion, perhaps ſo 
improper in itſelf, ſo repugnant to the 
duty ſhe owed her father ſhocked and 
diſtreſſed her. Yet when ſhe turned her 
eyes on Montgomery; when ſhe beheld. 
the melancholy look that his fine fea- 
tures had aſſumed; and heard him com- 
25 of the obſcurity of his deſtiny, only 


as it prevented his aſpiring to her—pity, 
tenderneſs, ' 


%. 
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pity, tenderneſs, and affection, 3 
which reaſon: fruitleſsly . contended, again 
overwhelmed her; and to ſay. adieu for 
the laſt time ſeemed to be ſo cruelly pain- 
ful, that every uneaſineſs of her life ap- 
| peared comparatively light. She ventured 
not to truſt herſelf a ſecond time to ſpeak, 
left ſhe ſhould more. evidently betray the. 
ſtate of her heart : but trembling the 
purſued her way; while Montgomery, 
without preſuming to offer her his arm, 
walked mournfully by her ſide. | 
They had thus advanced within a few - 
yards of the entrance of the park; and 
as they were now near the gate, where 
they muſt take leave, the.. agitation 
of Ethelinde increaſed. She repented . 
the girliſh and romantic weakneſs which 
had tempted her to indulge herſelf with 
a farewel view of the cottage, blamed 
herſelf for having incurred ſo much need- 
leſs anguiſh, and {till more for ang be- 
trayed it to Montgomery. 
While theſe thoughts paſſed through” 
Yale: - Jos . : her 


Bs, 


* 
— 4 
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her mind, Montgomery was reflecting, 
not on the means of bearing better this 
cruel ſeparation, but on thoſe of we 


her again. 
«© Will you,” ſaid "OY « fuffer me to 


fee you, if any circumſtance at preſent 
| unexpeſted ſhould Wes my 28 in 
London?“ 

It were better, perhaps P Ethe- 
linde was proceeding in a faultering voice 
to deny- him ; "Oi interrupting her, be 


8 cried 


ce Ah! do not, I entreat you, forbid 
me; poſſibly I may never claim the con- 
ditional indulgence I ſolicit. After know- 
ing that to the generous gallantry of 
colonel Cheſterville, my father, when an | 
enemy, owed his life, would it not be 
ungrateful were I to negle& an oppor- 

tunity of paying for that dear parent 
the debt of gratitude, which no change 
of circumſtance, no lapſe of years, nor 
sven death itſelf, can cancel?“ 

F Let 
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40 Let your viſit then be to him; and 18 ; 
TY for me 
The concluſion of b oY was 
broken by a ſudden whiſtle; and round 
an angle of the path, Davenant, ſad- 
denly turning, appeared before them 


calling his dogs. Never was an inter- 


ruption more unwelcome; for though 

| Ethelinde knew not what ſhe was going 
to add, and had but a moment before 

prudently determined to conceal, as far 
as ſhe now could, the real ſentiments 5 
of her heart, yet ſhe never ſo thoroughly 
_ Giſliked Davenant as at this moment; 
and Montgomery, whoſe eyes were ea- 
gerly fixed on her half-averted face, 
now turned them towards the unfortu- 
nate intruder with a look of anger and 
ſcorn; while Davenant, whoſe narrow 
mind had conceived a mean jealouſy of 
| Montgomery, looked gloomy and of- 
fended at meeting Ethelinde with him 
and flightly touching his hat, which ſa- 
L 4 lutation 
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lutation Montgomery as n returned, 
he ſaid to Ethelinde . I have been all 
over the park, Miſs Chelterxille—1 be- 
lieve twice over it, in ſearch of you,” 
« And to what, Sir, do you owe having 
taken ſo much trouble "i 
-. "OF To—to—my—my—nothing, but on- 
ly II wiſhed to have had the pleaſure of 
being of your walking party.“ 
* You are very good, anſwered ſhe; 
"268 but I- choſe to walk alone.” Imme- 
. diately gonſcious, however, that he would 
remark Montgomery's being with her, 
| ſhe added and by accident met Mr, 
- © Montgomery coming to the abbey.” 
« Mr. Montgomery,” ſaid 1 
« is always a lucky man.“ | 
r anſwered Ethelinde, with vi- 
vacity; te he has more than once met 
me very opportunely; and, had it not 
been for him, I ſhould probably never 
| | have enjoyed the bappineſs I ſhall now 
| 2 have 


* 
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Rave in 4 day or two—thar of meeting | 
9 father.“ PE. 3s 

They were by this time within the 
lawn; and Montgomery ſaid ſomething 
as if he meant there to take leave; but 
ſill lingering till the laſt moment, tilt 
deferring to take the farewel look, he 
went into the houſe with them, ſaying 
- that he could not forbear, ſince he was 
ſo near, ſoliciting permiſſion to pay his 
reſpects to Sir Edward and | Lady, New 
enden. 

Sir Edward received him with b 
politeneſs. The Teſt of the party, 
their uſual way, continued talking . 
trifling ſubjects, to which Montgomery 
was unable to give the ſlighteſt atten- 
tion; and finding that to be merely in 
oompany with Ethelinde under ſuch re- 
ſtraint was worſe than not ſeeing her at 
all, he fat only a few minutes ; and then 
haſtily rivog, paid his compliments round, 
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Without daring to diſtinguiſh 1 her by 71 
any particular addreſs (leſt his emo- 


tion ſhould become too evident), and 


withdrew. 


Ethelinde had murmured ſomething of 
ſending her friendly wiſhes to his mo- 


ther; but her words were inarticulate: 
her heart beat ſo violently that the 


breathed with difficulty; and, as the 
heard the great hall door ſhut after him, 


her ſpirits ſeemed ſo entirely to forſake 


her, that, though ſhe would gladly have 


4 withdrawn, ſhe knew not whether ſhe. 


could command ftrength enough. to croſs 


the room, and therefore ſat down where 


ſhe was; hoping that, as it was nearly 
dark, her agiration would "i unno- 


Lord | KOH RG however approached 


| her; and in a. low voice, but with his 
uſual vehement expreſſions, | lamented 
| that they were 0 oye to loſe _— 


= It 
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F «Te is the moſt unreaſonable. thing in 
the world,“ ſaid he, for Cheſterville 
to ſend for you to London at this time 
of the year. How does he think you 
are to. exiſt there, or how. are your friends 
to exiſt without you, Who have once 
known  you-? Here will be hanging and | 
drowning, I. am afraid, when you are 
gone. As to Davenant, we muſt have 155 
watch ſet over him, or we mall ſee him 
floating, like another Leander, on tlie 
Lake; or n from ſome willow over 
is 
"Fibelinde was Wrong no means able 1e 

anſwer this: trifling raillery; and was lo. 
near ſhedding tears, that ſhe was afraid, if 
ſhe ſpoke at all, her voice would bemy 
her: ſhe. bowed therefore gravely , * 
Lord Danesforte went on- 

5% We ſhall be all undone: wikis: 
you. As for me, I ſhall fly off as ſoon. 
as 1 can after we get to een, + 


F 3 F * 
. 
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Fou will Amit me to ſee you, in London, T, 
2 an old acquaintance?” 


dare ſay my father would think 


| himſelf honoured by: your Londſhip's 
8 _ | 


She ſpoke this fo Ee) as habgly to 


be heard; and was much relieved by 
the approach of Sir Edward, Who, as 
Won as Lord Danesforte turned towards 


another part of the room, ſat down by 
her, and told her that his poſt-chaiſe, 


with four hired horſes, was to be at the 


door at ſeven. o'clock the next morn- 


ing. —“ But my dear Ethy,“ ſaid he, 
tenderly taking her hand, 


and, « what am 
1 co' ſay to Davenant* He complains 
that he has in vain ſought an opportu- 


nitey of ſpeaking to you; that you re- 


pulſe without hearing him; and he has 


| been aſking me if I will allow him to 


eſcort you part of the way to-morrow, 
that he may have an opportunity of en. 


| ack himſelf,” 


4 I hope 
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vc T hope, Sir, you refaſed him” , pn Ig 
I referred him to you.“. 151 1 
„ am ſorry you at. 1 8 
puts me to the Pin rejecting pe- 
remptorily a mark of attention, for 
which I am doubtleſs obilimed! to Mr. 
Davenant, but which I can "4 no means 
accept.” | 
« Suffer him had: to . to 105 1 
this evening, and let him hear your 
reſolution from yourſelf. May 1 1 
him that you will hear him! T? | 
This was almoſt too 0 fn Ether 5 
en who, overcome by the pain of _ 
having . parted probably for ever from 
the man who poſſeſſed her heart, was 
yet compelled to liſten to propoſals 
from another, for whom ſhe felt only 
indifference bordering on contempt: 
and whom ſhe found herſelf diſpoſed 
to diſlike the more, becauſe. he poſ. 
ſeſſed all thoſe pecuniary advantages, 
JFF 
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the want 0 which in 1 de- 
1 her of all hope of being his. 
Sir Edward had ſo far conquered 
| his own inclinations by the force of 
his excellent principles, that he be- 
lieved / himſelf henceforth determined 


to aft, in regard to Ethelinde, with 
the moſt diſintereſted friendſhip. He 
ſuſpected her  partiality to the young 
ſtranger as ſoon as ſhe had herſelf 
been ſenfible of it: every day's ob- 
ſervation confirmed his ſuſpicion ; but as 


he knew that Montgomery was en- 


tirely deſtitute of fortune, and was 


too well informed of the embarraſſed 


 fituation of - colonel Cheſterville, he 
was convinced that, by giving way 
to ſuch a paſſion, Ethelinde would 


be miſerable either in its diſappoint- 
ment or its ſucceſs; while, by accept- 
ing the offers of Davenant, ſhe would 
be 9 * ' affivence for herſelf, and 

ö ; | . of 
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of retrieving © the ſituation of her ſa- 
ther. To himſelf, though dearer than 
his exiſtence, | ſhe: could never be aux, 
thing more than a beloved ſiſter; and 
his generous and feeling heart ſtifled 
as much as poſſible every other wiſh. 
than that of ſeeing, her, if not happy, | 
at leaſt out of any hazard of ſuffer- || 
ing either the torments of hopeleſs paſ⸗ i 
ſion, or the humiliation and. inconve- 
niences of indigence. He fancied that 
Davenant might, under her influence, 
become more worthy. of her; and 
though he flattered not himſelf. that, 
ſhe could ever love him, he... truſted 
that her good ſenſe, ber good heart, 
and her filial piety, would. reconcile 
| her. to a lot, which, though he would 
not in other circumſtances have chen 
for her, ſeemed now the beſt. that was 
likely to offer. > | 
In anſwer to his requeſt that the 
"$4 0--- 
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. would hear Davenant | that + * 
Ethelinde, collecting as much courage 
s ſhe could, replied that ſhe was 

much fatigued with a long walk ; and, 
_Heving preparations ' to make for the 
next day, ſhould go immediately to 
her room. Excuſe me therefore, dear 
Sir Edward, if 1 entreat you to take 
once more the trouble of conveying 
my chanks to Mr. Davenant for the 
honour he does me by bis good opi- 
nion; and at the ſame time aſſure 
him that every application of that 
fort muſt, | bowever a be inef- 
a * 
t Davenant will not receive fuch an 
anſwer as final from me.“ 
He muſt then pardon me if I beg 
he will hear it from myſelf, ſhould 
he unluckily remain in che ſame mind 
after he reaches London. Indeed, Sir 
Eduard, 1 cannot ſee him this even- | 
ing; 
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ids; ts not 1 1 it l Ehen 
have indeed the affection for me which 
I have always been ſo proud of, per- 


ſuade him wholly to deſiſt from a purſuit. BY 


eng perſecutes and perplexes me.. 
Sir Edward, ſtruck with ler man- 


air, And ein feldhmion' We ſocnitidag : 


have taken, was more than ever diſ- 
poſed to believe that ſhe would not 
thus haſtily have rejected one man 
without being ſenſible of a ſtrong par- 
tiality for another. She immediately 
aroſe, and retired to her own room, 
where the image of Montgomery was 
immediately before her, and her whole 


ſoul loſt in the tumultuous yet pain- 


ful pleaſure - of knowing that he loved 
her; but, while ſhe felt inexpreſſible 
delight in that conviction, 
tereſt anguiſh ſeized her in recollect. 
ing that ſhe had parted One him os. 
80 for ever. 


the bit- ; 


- 
* 
1 
. * At * . 
IE IE ER IIS: Nene 
Ie" ous — * * * 7 
* -. 
wy 
ny 8 — —— * 


» þ 
L * * 
” n Pi 
2 —ů ů — — 2 — 3 —— 8 * — Pr en”; 4 Fo mage 
S —— " * - — —— A, « . 2 . * . — — 8 Fl 4 
mf * . — ; . 
"4 
— a = 4 
3 — ; „ r 2 — 
- a ** — 4 \ 8 
— —— — n * 
- ho — pac. on — _ . — * _— = 
P _ 2 n 1 — . 1 
9M) * * _ way Iu n — — ns —— HE. _ 
— . 5 


3 Imran 
4 — 


2 


8 5 „ 


5 - : . 
. 7 IT PENG 9) <A oe Bret ARE 8 
— a4 aw— 


0 4 


* 
F 


-_- 
n 


3 
— 


1 — 22 om 
0 — 
= 


P 
. 8 Bon 


9 


= s * 
— 


a . HH ene ts, 2; 
* 
n ts 


o * 


— 


——— ß AA rn 
„ 1 


2% rr 1 * 1. 


e . —ͤ—— 
. 29 19 TO 
FF 
- 


0 * = 


The . N 8b * e 


TD in purſuance of the hint he had given; 

follow her to London, lurked in her 
heart; but, if ſhe for. a moment indulged 
it, her reaſon. reproached her. for the 


folly. and indiſcretion of wiſhing: to 


' Nouriſh a paſſion which muſt be fo 
fatal to her own repoſe, to that of the | 
man for whoſe happineſs ſhe. would have 
ſiſcrificed her life, and to the tranquil- 
lity of her father, hitherro.her. firſt con · 
| ſideration. | 


During a feepleſs: ah, Fry con- 


. tradictory and irreconcileable ſenſations = 
paſſed alternately. through her mind: 
4 and, by the morning, reaſon . had 0 
far gained the aſcendant, . that ſhe. 
' fancied herſelf. determined: to think. no 
more of Montgomery, to check every 
with that led to a nearer acquaint- 
ance with him, and to give herſelf 
up as entirely as ever ta her attend- 


ance 
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without ſuffering any other object to 


divide with. him her renderneſs and her 
attention. | 
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; Erarnpe aroſe the next morn- 
ing, pale, languid, her eyes ſwollen with 
weeping, and her heart heavy. She 
went into the breakfaſt room, where 
the tea was made for her by the old 
houſekeeper; and as ſhe had taken 
leave of Lady, Sir Edward, and Miſs 
Newenden, the evening before, as well 
as of the reſt of the party, by the | 
uſual compliments on ſuch occaſions, 
ſhe intended to have begun her jour- 
ney without repeating a ceremony ſo 
painful with friends who are beloved, 
and ſo unmeaning with perſons wholly 
indiffetent. She had not, however, 
been many minutes below, before Sir 
Edward entered the room, — © Pre- 
| pared already, my dear Ethy, to be- 
5 „„ ein 
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gin your journey? Ah! I ſee you 
are anxious to leave us! You are tired 


of Graſmere Abbey, though you have . 


yet been here only five weeks.“ 


% Not tired of Graſmere Abbey, 
| Sir Edward, nor anxious to leave you; 


but very ſolicitous to return to my 


father, very uneaſy leſt he mould be 
more indiſpoſed than his tenderneſs for | 


me will allow him to relate.” 
„J hope you will not find kim fo. 


bw him this letter; and tell him that, 
as ſoon as I return to London, my 


firſt viſit ſhall be to him, When that 


will be, I know. not; Lady Newenden 
will probably wiſh to ſtay at Scarbo- 
rough, if the finds amuſement there; and 


Vill then perhaps go to ſome other place 


of public amuſement, fince London will 
be without attractions for ſome months ts - }| 15 


come.“ 
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1 go? It is however immaterial, as I took | 
leave of her laſt night”. PE 
« There is another perſon, however, 
whom you ought to ſee: Davenant 
has e his wiſh to be allowed to 
ſpeak to. you.” Ez 
Fi Fdwave ” anſwered. Ethe- 
1 Unde with increaſed quickneſs, how] 
|- can you be ſo importunate about that 
young man! Indeed 1 can never like 
him; 1 can never eſteem him; why 
then ſhovld I liſten to him? why ſhould 
1 ſuffer him a moment. to be in- doubt 
about my ſentiments 8 
„„ Then why not hear and Aiſewif 
him, if to diſmiſs. him. you: are deter- 
1 mined ? ? But allow me, my. dear Ethy, f 
to ſay, that, however indifferent you 
may be to circumſtances merely pecu- 
niary, you ſhould not haſtily nor harſhly, 
| refuſe an offer, on which perhaps few 
young women would heſitate...  Configer 
5 of i it; ſee * father firſt. 
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e Good God!” cried ſne, is it 

from you, Sir Edward, I receive ſuch 
advice? To liften to a man who is ſo 
indifferent to me, merely becauſe he | 
is rich! My father, Sir, unleſs he is 
greatly altered, would never, 1 think, 
urge me to become the wife of Mr. 
Davenant, unleſs 1 felt for him that pre- 
| ference which I am perſuaded I never 
ſhall feel. Dear Sir Edward, preſs 
me no more on this ſubject; and for- 
give — forgive the ungrateful petulanre _ 
with which I have received your friendly - 
but impracticable advice,” . She then 
gave him her hand 3 while her eyes, 
filled with tears, were fixed on his 
face. He found. himſelf too much 
affected; and not daring to truſt his ; 


own reſolutions, he only kiſſed her 


hand, and ſaid, with as much ſteadi- 
neſs as he could command — “ Lou 
will always command me, Ethelings 4 :;. 
you 


you know that x have no with but to * 
ſiee you happy“ 1 OS 
»Davenant now entered the room * 
2 travelling dreſs; and advancing, as 
i almoſt doubtful of his reception, 
towards Ethelinde — “ I hope,“ faid he, 
Sir Edward has been interceding with 
you, Miſs Cheſterville, for leave for me 
to wait on you the firſt ſtage. DTT 
« I ſhould” be very ſorry,” anſwered 
Ethelinde, that you thought, Sir, of 
taking ſo much trouble trouble which 
is entirely needleſs; as I ſhall be py 
fectly ſafe with the attendants, and 
the inc, Sir porn has b 
: vided for me.” 
Davenant however continued to urge | 
| His requeſt, which Sir Edward did nor 
diſcourage, nor could Ethelinde with-. | 
out rudeneſs refuſe, He prepared tllere- 
fore to attend her: and after taking 
4 melancholy leave of Sir Edward, 
Who ſaw her depart with extreme re- 
luctance, 


TY 


did not ſerve to raiſe the dejected 


ſpirits of Ethelinde. To take leave. of 


Sir Edward was ſufficiently painful; 


but Montgomery till appeared the moſt 
interefting figure on the canvas: ſhe 


ſaw him, in her imagination, fitting 
penſively on the banks of the. Lake, 
or on the fragment of rock where 
they had laſt converſed; ſhe heard him 
ſigh over the recollection of the few 


but deciſive moments they had paſſed 
together; ſhe fancied him lamenting i 
_ that deſtiny which tore them for ever 
from each other; and ſhe beheld the 


concern with which his mother! watched 


his deſponding looks and altered ſpi- - 
rits. Abſorbed in theſe. reveries, ſhe. 
: forgot that Davenant was with Berz. 


ſhe gave no attention to his : attempts 


— 
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Juftance, ſhe got into the chaiſe ; Dave- 155 7 
| nant ſeating himſelf by her fide, and 
having his ſervant follow with his horſe. 
The preſence of ſuch a companion 


23s. | "BTHELINDE, OR | 


to entertain her ; ; . "By 
liteneſs was loſt in the prevalence of 
a paſſion, a againſt which her prudence | 

and her reaſon could make no > effetual 
reſiſtance. 

She failed not, however, to call them 
both to her aſſiſtance. To feel her- 
ſelf thus ftrongly and ſuddenly at- 

tached to a perſon of whom ſhe knew 

" fo little, was exactly that romantic 

[ infatuation which ſhe had ſo often con- 

demsed as weakneſs when it had oc- 

curred in real life, and as of danger- | 

- ous example when repreſented in no- 

1 = But it was in vain ſhe felt all 

its impropriety ; and her reaſon ſerved _ 

to ew her the danger of her ſitua- 
tion, without affording her the ſtrength 
to extricate herſelf. She tried to think 
more of thoſe to whom ſhe was go- 
ing, and leſs of thoſe whom ſhe left 
behind; and, by the time they had 


1 the firſt. two miles, forced her- 
- ſelf 


* 
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elf to give ſome degree of attention 


to the ſort of ſcour with which 


Davenant attempted to amuſe | her. 


They now entered a long and narrow 
valley, confined on both ſides by enor- 


mous fells; the few trees that grew 


on ſome of them were already faded, 


and half leafleſs; the maſſes of grey 


rock which compoſed others, appeared 


more than uſually dark, from a lower- 


ing ſky; the deep gloom which hung 
over the face of nature ſeemed. 


correſpondence | with the heavy Mets 
of Ethelinde, whoſe forced ſpirits being 
| ſoon exhauſted, ſhe would moſt gladly 


have been | alone, that ſhe might have 


indulged the tears which were every 
moment ready to guſn from her eyes: 
but Davenant, who had at firſt been 
offended by her filence, h had been. 
_ elated by her ſubſequent complaiſance; 
and. had at length collected courage 
to open to her his long-meditated 
„ 


. 
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ee $% the midſt, however, of 
his - ſpeech, to which he fancied Ethe- 


+ linde lent the profoundeſt attention, 


ſhe ſoddenly ſtarted; and haſtening to 
let down. tbe window of the chaiſe, 
exclaimed — « Mr. Mon;gomery © oh! 
Montgomery IT | 5 
The chaiſe was Ropped ; and from 
2 tuft of bruſh-wood which. grew out 
of the rocks, in the narrow way they 
were then traverſing, Montgomery ſtep- 
ped forward, and came to the win- 
A 
He ſeemed ſurpriſed at the fight 
of. another perſon in the chaiſe : bur 
Ethelinde, regardleſs of her companion, 
expreſſed her pleaſure at meeting him; 
while he ſaid, in a mournful tone 


. Can you pardon me for topping you 


on your way, to entreat once more 
the permiſſion I before ſolicited? May 
<4 wait on colonel Cheſterville in Lon- 


| don? May 1 hope he will receive 
"whe 


— 
: * . # . 
. — 
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te grateful  acknowledgments . of the _ 
fon of his old friend? I have. not his 

addreſs; I could not, "_ I laſt ſaw 
you, aſk for it; may I now es me 


to put it on this card ?” 


He than gave into her treinbling de 


a card and a pencil. She wrote the 
anreden to her father, and returned it 


to him, ſaying —** We are to hope 
then for the pleaſure of ſeeing you. in 


London?? 8 

„ hope fo,” anſwered he. My 
mother has new expectations given her 
from her friends, and has conſented that I 


ſhould attempt to realize them. My = 


hopes”—and his words were broken by 


a deep ſigh—< are far leſs ſanguine ! ts? 
dé Fail not, ſaid Ethelinde, as the 
gave him her hand, “ to offer to Mrs. 


Montgomery my moſt affectionate com- 
pliments. If ſhe alſo ſhould be.in town, 
the will ſuffer me to ſee her.” 


Montgomery preſſed fervently to. 1 "HE 
Vor. I, | M | | lips 
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' bps the hand ſhe held out to 1 
and made an effort to "ſpeak ; but 
finding that the longer the interview 
laſted the more ſeverely he felt the 
pang of its concluſion, he ſuddenly re- 
| Yeaſed her hand; and, - bowing, bade 
the poſtillions go on. They inſtantly 
obeyed; and Ethelinde, in again loſing 
ſight of Maze; fancied her being again 
about to be annihilated. Unable to 
. geen ſo ſtrongly felt, 
ſhe aroſe from her ſeat, and locked 
through the back window; where ſhe 
faw Montgomery, ftanding like a fta- 
tue where ſhe had left him, his eyes 
earneſtly fixed on the chaife, which 
however ſoon turned round a ſharp 
'riſing ground; and when it concealed = 
him from her view, ſhe fat down, 
| ſighed from the bottom of her heart, 
and, when Davenant addreſſed her, 
ſeemed ſurpriſed, as if ſhe had 


_ he 1 was there. ns 
5 : 1 E | cc Mr. "= 
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ce Mr. Montgomery,” fad he, 40 is, 


1 ſee, fo great a favorite; that if I trouble 

you again with what I was ſaying, I ſup- 
poſe I have no chance of "uy a0. 
ticed now?” h 
« Mr. Nase the Ethe- 

linde, a great favorite; but what 
were you ſaying? I beg your pardon 


— believe you were making ſome 


very civil Age to which I ought 
to have been * attentive. But the 
fight of 2a friend one has a n 1 


3» 
— 


c Tes,“ replied HPO his diy = 


humour returning, © this is not the 
firſt time I have remarked that that 
lad is much more liſtened to than I 
am; and I ſuppoſe if he had been 


talking to you, inſtead of me, you would 


not have forgorren. what be was Ape p 


ing.” 
— Polnibly not, Sir,” wi Ethe- 


 Unde; but you will 9K 0 1 


3 
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am not compelled to liſten to you; 
and that the trouble you gave yourſelf 
in leaving the Abbey with me was 
equally unwiſhed for and - unneceſſary. 1 
Gentle, and unwilling to give pain as 
nne naturally was, | ſhe, was ſo. entirely 
engroſſed by the idea of Montgomery, 
and ſo vexed to find that after his 
having waited to fee: her on the way 
their laſt interview was interrupted by 
the preſence of Davenant, that her 
| uſual; mildneſs forſook her, and ſhe 
could not refrain from expreſſing. * 
uneaſineſs — 
„am ſorry 1 intruded upon you, 
Madam, ſaid Davenant, * and ſorry 
to find that my hope of making my- 
ſelf acceptable to you is counteracted 
by your prepoſſeſſion in en, of: ano- 
ther perſon.“ a 25 ; 
«© You have no 1 to 1 Sir, . 
I have any ſuch prepoſſeſſion. For your 
favourable opinion of me I thank you; 
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but it would be an ill return to miſ. 
lead you: though 1 am ſenſible hoc 
much greater the advantages are which 
you offer me than any I have a right 
to expect, yet I have no wiſh to marry, 
and therefore muſt be permitted to 
decline the honour of your propoſal 
an honour which ſome perſon of greater 
merit will moſt eee be ON. 
ready to accept. 2 
And you refuſe.” 4 Madden, 
to let me wait on your father—a per- 
miſſion you juſt now gave ſo readily to 
= Montgomery ?” | of 
% No, Sir; I a0 not refuſe what does 
t depend on me. Mr. Davenant 


5 a fail: of being welcome to every 


body whom he may favour with his vs 
tits as a friend.” 

Sullen filence on the part of Dave- 
nant, whoſe pride was more hurt than 
his love, and deep reflection on that 
of Ethelinde, made the reſt of their 
| - + - 


Y- 


= 


as BEHKLINDS, on 


_ 


way to the houſe whos the ben were 
to be changed extremely reren, . 
them both. When they arrived 
Ethelinde, conſcious that ſhe had * 
too petulant, endeavoured to eraſe the 
a recollection of it by forced civility, yet 
not wiſhing to awaken hopes which 
- the never meant to encourage: but 
Davenant, ho, in the proud con- 
ſceiouſneſs of his own ſplendid fortune, 
bad conceived a ſovereign contempt 
for Montgomery, whom he looked upon 
2s nothing better than an indigent pea- 
_ fant, was ſo extremely piqued by her 
| former behaviour, that he diſdained either 
to repeat his overtures, or renew his 
ellidvous civilities; but, after ſtaying a 
_ few moments, he mounted his horſe, 
and returned in a very ill humour to 
1 Graſmere Abbey; hardly bidding adieu 
t Ethelinde, who purſued her journey 


1 alone, by no means repining at the 
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al of ber companion; ſince ſhe 3 ay 
now. indulge, unmoleſted and unte- 
marked, the fond dreams which had 


taken poſſeſſion of her fancy. . She l, 


ſhould; fee. Montgomery again; he 
would viſit her at her father” S; per- 
haps her father might be of uſe to 
bim; perhaps, with an introduction ſo 
reſpectable, added to his extraordinary 
merit, he might find friends. How 
delicious were theſe dreams and ho W- 
| eaſily her ſoft and , fulceptible ſpirit, - 
: believing. all. it wiſhed, had built a 
| little fabric of viſionary happineſs, | 
Which ſoothed the anguiſh that had 
for ſome days preyed on her mind! 
1 ; Mont omery, the beloved Montgomery, be 
| was 40 become the protege of her fa- || 
ther; he was to be reſtored to the 
rank his family held ; he was to riſe in It 
the army; to be noticed by his rela- 
tions; to be the friend of Sir Edward 


| Newenden, . Affluence was to follow "0 
| M 4 5 courſe. 4 
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courſe. She was ſure of his love . ſure 95 
of ſeeing him again; and, carrying theſe 
thoughts to her pillow, ſhe enjoyed 


more quiet ſleep than the had done 


for many preceding- nights. She bore 
her journey, though rapid, without ſuf- 
fering much fatigue; and, as it drew 
towards an end, felt new pleaſure in 
reflecting on the approaching meeting 
with her father. On the evening of 
the ſourth day ſhe was ſet down at 
his houſe in Cleveland Row; and, fly- 
ing eagerly WP ſtairs, was 2 in 
* arms. i 

Tears were in the eyes of both, 
while he preſſed her to his boſom; 


but as ſoon as the firſt tranſports ſub- 15 


fided, and Ethelinde ſat down to give 
her father an account of her journey, 
| the was ſhocked by the alteration ſhe 

"obſerved in his countenance, as well 


nas his manner, He was pale, and his 


/ "ou had loft their luſtre; a heavy 
5 _ melancholy 


" 2 5 | 
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melancholy ſat on his countenance ; his 1 
elothes hung looſely about him, from his 

extreme thinnefs; and his air beſpoke - 
dejection and uneaſineſs of mind M7 
deareſt Sir,“ ſaid his daughter, taking 
his hand, „ you have been indiſpoſed, | 
I am afraid, longer than you men- 
tioned to Sir Edward. You look thin, | 
How long have you been ill? and 
why did you not e ſe nd Ia 
me?” 1 
My illneſs,” tag he, t is 
little conſequence, and is now, I think, 
going off; but my mind is diſturbed, 
Ethelinde - cruelly diſturbed by the con- 
duct of your brother: his draughts 

have very much exceeded all bounds: 
1 have paid all but the laſt; but no, 
I cannot continue to do ſo. Perhaps 
=» example has not been a good one: 
too much attached to play ſince tze 
death of your beloved mother, I have 1 
given him cauſe to ſay that * „ 
ther 


*% 


1 
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der has fandtioned bis. indiſcretions, = 
| Unhappy boy! 


him; for is be wks. ſon of the 
moſt beloved of women? But I have 


already gone too far for him; and 
© | Juſtice to my Ethelinde now withholds 


my hands, Alas! ſhe has been already 


too much injured. To his laſt draughts 


4: muſt . nay I have n e 


- 0 ; Oh! Sir! p? arid Ethelinde, tears 


flowing from her eyes, if you love 
your daughter, let her not be the 
means of diſtreſſing her brother! It is 

der yet, Lö hope, tes Inke to fave Harry | 


from ſuch; a ' mortification. My dear 


Sir, let me intercede for bim; and 


conſider how rags *. i his 
a thought. upon mes 3 is no in- 


convenience I would not cheerfully ſub- 
| - - : 
: l b " + uf * x : hk 5 2 
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mit to, rather than have my d dear Harry iz 


made unhappy.” 


« By heaven you 1 an * 


c Ethelinde; but -the more- generous. and 


_ difintereſted you are, the more it ſhould 
have been my care to teward ſuch 
5 excellence. Ah! my dear girl! Harry 
thought not thus of us, or he would 


not have acted ſo r as 
he has done, But let me not deceive 


you, my love; nor, while I blame my 
ſon, excuſe myſelf, - I have been moſt 
 improvident. Playing uſually. with ſuch . | 
a degree of good ſucceſs as authoriſed 1 


me to purſue it without ſelf repros 
I foreſaw not that @ ſeries of ill for- 


tune might ſweep away all the advan- 5 

tages I had ęver gained. That evil 
ay late viſit. 
Let me not lengthen a painful detail: 


hour came upon me at 


1 loſt a thouſand more than 1 could 


. 
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have ſwallowed up every es Te» 
' ſource. In time my income will come 
round again; but we mult live no 
longer as we now do. I have de- 
termined to quit this houſe imme- 
diately, and to go into lodgings at 
Bath. Can my Ethelinde forgive her 
vunhappy, her imprudent father? can 
e ſubmit to an humble way of life, 
whom palaces and ſplendour ought o 
_ "await ? 079. x >" 1 | 
«© Think not ſo Hekndy of | me, for 
God's fake, my deareſt father, as to 
ſuppoſe me capable of murmuring. In 
any ſituation of life 1. can be happy 
with you, and regret nothing unleſs I. 
ſee you uneaſy; that indeed is too 
much for me. Let us, ſince this re- 
gulation is neceſſary, loſe no time 
about it. Behold me ready to attend 
_ you to any place, ready to revere 
and love you always as the beſt and 
eee of parents; and, ſhould 2c 
18 ever 
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ever be neceſſary, to embrace with 
cheerfulneſs the humbleſt ſtate of life, 
to relieve s from e enen of 
5 ſupporting „ 201 
v Oh! comfort of my ful f E 8 
claimed colonel Cheſterville, ant 
her — 4 image, in mind and in perſon; 
of that beſt of human beings, my 
other, my firſt Ethelinde ! never tor= 
ture my mind by ſuppoſing” that the 
| extremity | ' ſhall arrive which ſhall tear 
| thee from me; and while thou art 
left me, conſoling and lovely as thou 
art, I cannot be quite wretched We 
will quit London in a fortnight. 2 
waited only for your arrival to arrange 
che neceſſary preliminaries.“ 1 85 
« And my brother, Sir? his dreads 
cried the weeping Ethelinde, + 6 
e Alas I my love, I was compelled; 
with an aching heart compelled, to 
refuſe accepting them; for, in truth, I 
had not the means of paying them; 
„„ OY oo OR 
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yet when: I reflect that my poor boy 
will be ſo cruelly diſtreſſed — that, 
with infinitely more excuſe, he has 
not been more indiſcreet than his fa» 
ther — oh! Ethelinde, it breaks my 
heart; my "reſt, my ſtrength forſakes 
me. I cannot ſurvive the ruin of my 
children, N my own infatuation ing 
brought on.” 

«« Be: not thus affected, or you will 
kill your Ethelinde ! Dear Sir, if Sir 
Edward Newenden was here, you would 
have no difficulty, Till I can have 
- recourſe to him, which I will inſtantly 
ſet about, allow me to recal the draughts, 
and to find means to pay them 
t Deareſt girl, what means can you | 
have? I will, however, ſend after 
them; and cannot object to your ap- 
plication to Sir Edward, whoſe noble 
nature I know ſo well. Write to him 

therefore, my love, by the earlieſt 
: Jak To. his A 1 1 
| | ſhall 
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tall not bluſh + to be obliged. And 


_ my Ethelinde, try to compoſe 
| aner call upon that excellent un- 


derſtanding to ſupply you with forti· 


tude to bear, and upon that excellent 
nature to pardon your father for the 
temporary reverſe wigs Mom which he | 

Has brought upon you.” | | 


Ethelinde, whoſe 1 You: was too Full <0] 


to carry on a dialogue ſo affecting 


any longer, was glad, for both their ; 


ſakes, to avail herſelf of this permiflion 
to withdraw. She recollected not till 

this moment che letter given her for her 
father by Sir Edward Newenden, on 
the morning they parted: ſhe now gave 


| it him; he begged ſhe would ſtay + 1 


while he read it. Its contents were 
moſt kind; and convinced the colonel 
that he might have a firm reliance 
on his generous friendſhip, | in the 

preſent cruel exigence. - This conviction 
ſerved * to calm his mind; 
. Ethe- 
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4 Erkelinde retired alſo with ſome degree 
of apparent compoſure. But the mo- 
ment ſhe was alone, all her fortitude 
forſdok her: the lovely viſions ſhe 
had been painting were annihilated: for 
ever? Far from any hopes remaining 


that her father would be able to ſerve 


Montgomery, ſhe ſaw him in a fitua- 
tion of painful dependance; and ſhe 
knew that the little fortune ſhe: might 
have expected was no more: but on 
that ſhe would not have beſtowed a 
thought, had not the loſs of Montgo- 
mery inevitably followed, A night of 
the moſt uneaſy dreams ſucceeded to 
the painful and fatiguing day ſhe had 
paſſed ; and ſhe aroſe and met her 
father at breakfaſt, the next day, with 
forced ſmiles indeed, and aſſumed cheer- 
fulneſs, but with a countenance ſo wan, 
and eyes ſo heavy, that he ſtarted when 
he ſaw her; and throwing his arms 
round her, ſobbed aloud, and exclaimed 
„ 


. 4 
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1 „Oh! Ethelinde l ths heart rend- 5 

ing ſmiles, this languor which you vain-—B 

y attempt to ſhake off, tell me, mp 

child, too truly that you are unhappy; 

and my reproaching heart accuſes me of 

having robbed thoſe eyes of their luſtre, _ - 

and of: ſuppreſſing thoſe genuine miles 1 

| which were the delight of my ſoul © 
Ethelinde, ſeeing him extremely: 6 

feed, declared that her looks, if indeed, 

the did look ſo ill, were merely the effe&t 

of the fatigue of a long journey, which 

would ſoon go off. She then exerted 

herſelf ſo effectually as to ſucceed OH. 

: _ -rranquillizing his mind. As ſoon as 
breakfaſt; was over, he went out; and 
Ethelinde, anxious about the draughts 
of her brother, ſet about a plan ſhe had 
formed the night before, which was to 

part with ſeveral valuable trinkets and 

Jewels, ſome of which had been her 
mother's and ſome preſents to herſelf, in 

OR. to raiſe money to take them up; 

. for | 
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for though ſhe had no doubt of Sir Ed- 
ward Newenden's inſtantly ſupplying the 
money, ſhe dreaded the delay that muſt 
Ariſe: before ſhe could have his anſwer; 
eſpecially if he ſhould have left Graſmere 
Abbey before her letter got thither, of 
which ſhe was by no means certain; in 
which caſe it muſt follow him to Scarbo- 
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